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The present invention relates to an im 
proved indicator for tobacco containers. 

‘ One of the objects of the persent inven-_ 
tion is to provide an indicator of the above 
‘character which can be readily associated 
with a tobacco container for indicating the 
condition of the tobacco therein and‘ par 
ticularly the moisture contents of a the 
tobacco. ‘ n » ‘ ' 

Another object of the invention" is the 
provision of an indicator which is chemical 
ly treated for changeable coloring whereby 
‘the colors will readily indicate the condi~ 
tion of the tobacco in the container. 

provide an indicator of the above character 
which can be cheaply manufactured in vari 
ous sizes so that the same can be used for 
large humidors or small individual con 
tainers and can be readily placed in posi 

‘ tion for use. 
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W'ith the above and other objects in view 
the invention consists in the novel features 
of construction, the combination and ar 

' rangement of parts hereinafter more fully 
described, pointed out in the claims and 
shown in the accompanying drawing‘ in 
which: ' ‘ 

Fig. 1' is a plan view ofa tobacco con~ 
tainer. 
‘Fig. 2 is a sectional view on the line 2—2 

of Fig. 1. ‘ _ in 

Fig. 3 is a detail enlarged section through 
the cover, showing the edge of the indicator 
in elevation. 

Fig. 4 is a plan View of a modi?ed form 
of container with which my indicator is 
used and ' 

Fig. 5 is a sectional view on the line 5—5 
of ‘Fig. 4. 
In the accom anying drawing a substan 

tially rectangu ar tobacco container is il 
lustrated in Figs. 1 to 3 and this container 
includes a body member 1 having an open 
ing at one side normally closed by means of 
a cover 2 hinged to the body at 3. ' 
The cover 2 has a ?ange 4 extending 

laterally therefrom adjacent its outer edge 
of the body 1, as illustrated by dotted lines 
in Fig. 2, for retaining the cover in a closed 

A further object of the invention is to 

position.‘ ‘The outer edge of the cover. ex-j 
tends beyond‘the body to provide an exten 
sion to facilitate the opening of the cover. 
Arranged ‘upon the inner face of the 

cover 2 is the indicator '5 which preferably 
includes a‘ blank of suitable‘ paper or card 
board‘ which has been chemically treated 
for the‘ purpose intended. ‘ The body of the 
indicator is held in place against the inner 
face ‘of the ‘cover by means‘ of the spaced 
strapsfi the ends of which may be. suitably‘ 
connected to the cover. ‘ ' . 

Oneedge ofthe indicator is turned down 
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against the inner face of the‘?ange 6 as‘ i 
shown ‘at ‘7 to provide a tight. ?t between 
the flange and‘ the‘ body 1 when the cover is 
in a closed position. The indicator‘ 5 is 
chemically treated for changing color under 
certain atmospheric conditions and in the 

‘ present instance the treatment is such as to 
cause the indicator to appear blue under dry 
conditions, and appear white when the sur 
rounding atmosphere contains moisture. 

It will be apparent from the foregoing 
that when the tobacco in the container is in 
a moist condition the indicator will disclose 
such condition by appearing white. How 
ever, as the moisture evaporates and leaves 
the tobacco, the indicator will begin to ap— 
pear blue so that the condition of the tobacco 
within the container can be readily ascer 
tained. 

These indicators can be readily made in 
‘various sizes and shapes for different types 
of containers. In Figs. 4 and 5 the indicator ‘ 
is illustrated as applied to a circular con 
tainer and in this instance the indicator has 
its outer edge bent downwardly to form an 
annular ?ange which extends around upon 

‘ the inner face of the flange on the cover (2’) 
and provides a tight ?t between the cover 
and body (1’) of the container. 
The indicator in either instance may be 

chemically treated to disclose any color 
other than those referred to as long as one 
color is used to indicate a moist condition 
and another color a dry condition.‘ There 
fore if this indicator be incorporated in the‘ 
construction of tobacco containers for use 
on the market, a purchaser may readily note 
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the condition of the tobacco upon opening 
the cover and viewing the indicator. It may 
also be used in personal humidors. 
While I have shown and described the 

preferred embodiments of my invention, it 
will be noted that various changes and al 
terations may be carried out when putting 
the same into use without departing from 
the spirit of the invention or the scope of 
the appended claims, 
What I claim is: ' 
1. A tobacco container, having a movable 

cover, a ?ange carried by the cover'for en~ 
gagement with the container, and an indi-V ; ' 
cator member having a lateral portion for 
engagement with the inner face of ?ange 
to provide a tight ?t between the cover and 
the container. 

2. A tobacco container, having a movable I 
cover, a ?angecarried by the cover for en 
gagement with the container, and a chemi 
cally treated indicator adapted to change 
color under different atmospheric conditions 7 
and having a lateral portion for engagement 
with the inner face of the ?ange to provide 
a‘ tight ?t between the cover and the con 
tainer. I 

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this 11th day of August A. D. 1932. 

I LIBERTUS HENSMANNS. 

1,910,952 


