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In the closing of paper and similar bags, 
after they have been ?lled with commodlties 
which are adapted to be placed therein for 
distribution, it is customary to employ me 

5 chanical means or apparatus for such pur 
pose. It is desirable that means be asso 
ciated with the marginal portions of the 

of the bags which will not inter open ends 
the ‘folding of1 the said ends to fere with 

10’ close the same but which after folding \will' 
operate to maintain the closure. It is desir 
able also that such means be of a character 
to add to the strength of the bag and alse 
of a character such that its presence does not 

15 in any way dis?gure or change the appear 
ance of the bag. ' . 
The general object, therefore of the m 

vention is to provide means \at the open end 
portion of a bag consisting of paper or other 

so suitable ?exible material which is adapted to 
be folded in the closing of the bag and which 
fold will remain to maintain'the closure. 

It also is an object of the invention to pro 
vide an attachment upon the marginal por 

25 tion of the openlend of a bag comprising one 
or more wires of suitable materlal and of 
relatively small gauge secured upon the bag 
by means which operates to conceal the said 
wires and which cooperates with the wires in 

0 retaining the normally open end of the bag 
closed after the folding of the same to’e?'ect 
closure thereof. » I _ 

Dther objects and advantages of my inven 
tion will be pointed out in the detailed, de-. 

5 scription thereof which follows or will be 
apparent therefrom. \ _ _ 

In order that the invention may be readily 
understood and its advantages from the 
view-point of practicability fully appreclat 

4“ ed reference should be had to the accompany 
ing. drawing wherein I have illustrated cer 

' tain constructions and arrangements em 
bodying the said invention. 

In the drawing: ‘ , - 

Fig. 1 is a view in perspective of one form 
of attachment which is adapted to be secured 
to either one or both sides of apbag at or in 
adjoining relation to the ,open end thereof ; 

Fig. 2 is a view in elevation of the top 
50 portion of a bag showing the attachment 1]. 

45 

-equivalent sheet, material, which maybe of' 

lustrated in Fig. 1 ‘secured theretowith its 
upper edge spaced a short distance from the 
open top end of the bag; 

Fig. 3 is a view in transverse section taken " 
on the line 3-4-3 of Fig. 2; 55 

Fig. 4 ‘is a view showing the top end por 
tion of a bag provided with my invention 
and showing the same folded to effect closure 
thereof; ‘ 

Figs. 5 and 6 are views similar to that '60 '' 
shown in Fig. 2 but showing slightly modi 
?ed constructions of the attachment; 

Fig. 7 is a view showing still another 
slightly modi?ed construction embodying the 
inventlon; , 65 

Fig. 8 is aview showing a still further modi?ed construction with a portion of the . 

sheet of the attachment which conceals the 
wires turned outwardly to expose the said 
wires; and ' v i 70 

' Fig. 9 is a view in transverse section taken 
on the line 9—9 of Fig. 8. 

In the drawing I have shown at 1 ortions 
of'bag structures which may be 0 the ac 
cordion type as indicated in Fig. 3 of the 75 
drawing. In Figs. 1 to 7 of the drawing I 
have shown an attachment which is adapted 
to be secured to one or both sides of the. _ 
marginal normally open top end of a bag. In ' 
the construction as> illustrated the attach 
ment is applied to but/one side of the mar 
ginal top .end'portion of the bag. The said 
attachment as shown in Figs. 1 to 7 com 
prises an inner or" base strip 2 of paper or 

80 

any suitable or practical thickness which 
may be selected, and an outer ‘strip 3, between 
which strips are located a plurality of sec 
tions of wire 4. In the construction as illus- 9o 
trated in Figs. 1 to 3 there are ?ve of these 7 V . 
wires, whereas in the constructions illus 
trated in Figs. .5 and 7 three are employed 
and in Fig. 6 two only are employed. 
The metal of the wires 4 preferably should 

be tough. ‘It is pliable or: bendable butxis 
practically inelastic so that when ‘the wires 
are bent in the folding of the top end por 
tion of the bag as indicated at_5 in Fig. 4 
to effect closure thereof theclosed relation 
ship will be maintained. In the construction 10° 
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as illustrated in Figs. 1, 2, 4, 5 and 6 the 
upper edge of the attachment is located or 
spaced a short distance from the open top 
end of the bag, as indicated at 6, so that the 
portion 6 in the operation of closing the 
bag is ?rst folded down to overlie the top 
edge portion of the attaclnnent as shown in 
Fig. 4, after which a second fold is formed 
along the line 7, and as shown in Fig. 4, a 
?nal fold is formed at 8. The presence of 
the practically inelastic or non-resilient 
wires 4: which are embodied in the attach 
ment operates to maintain the folds of the 
open end portion of a bag in folded relation 
to each other. 
For the purpose of fastening or securing 

the strips 2 and 3 together and for retaining 
the wires at between the said strips any suit 
able adhesive may be employed, and like 
wise any suitable adhesive may be employed 
for fastening the base strip 2 of the attach 
ment to a side wall of the bag in the posi 
tions as indicated in Figs. 2, 5, 6 and 7 of 
the drawing. 

In Figs. 8 and 9 of the drawing I have 
shown a construction wherein ?ve wires 4' 
are employed but the said construction dif 
fers from that illustrated in the previous 
?gures in that the base strip 2 of said ?gures 
is omitted. The wires 4' of Figs. 8 and 9 
are located between the paper or equivalent 
material of the adjoining side portion of a 
bag and a cover strip 3". The latter is se 
cured to the bag over the wires by means 
of an adhesive of any suitable character. 
The operation and the functioning of the 
wires 4;’ in the construction illustrated in 
Figs. 8 and 9 are identical with the opera 
tion and functioning of the corresponding 
wires shown in the preceding ?gures of the 
drawing. It will be understood that instead 
of employing ?ve wires as shown in Figs. 
8 and 9 a smaller or greater number may 
be employed as may be desired and as will 
be suggested by reference to the preceding 
figures of the drawing. 

It will be seen that by my invention I 
have provided a simple construction of 
means which will not interfere with the op 
erations of machines or apparatus employed 
for forming the folds in the open end por_ 
tions of bags for the purpose of e?‘ecting 
closure thereof, and also it will be seen that 
the means employed by me operates to re 
tain the folds after their formation and 
thereby to maintain the bags so folded in 
closed position. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim and desire to secure by Letters Patent 
1s: 

1. A paper bag or other like container 
having an open end which is adapted to be 
closed by the folding of the open end portion 
of the said bag or other container, the said 
open end portion having means provided 
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thereon for retaining the folds in folded rela 
tion to each other to maintain the closure of 
the bag, the said means comprising an attach 
ment consisting of a multi-ply flexible strip 
having a plurality of wires held between plies 
of the said strip, the said wires adapted to be 
bent upon the folding of the end portion of 
the said bag to close the same and consisting 
of inelastic material whereby after having 
been bent in the folding of the end portion 
of the said bag they remain bent. 

2. A paper bag or other like container hav 
ing an open end which is adapted to be closed 
by folding the open end portion thereof, the 
said open end portion having means attached 
thereto which is adapted to maintain the said 
folds in folded relation to each other, the said 
means comprising a strip consisting of a plu 
rality of sheets of paper secured together by 
means of a suitable adhesive and wires of 
small gauge located and held between the said 
sheets of paper, and‘tbe said strip being se 
cured to a side of the said bag or other con 
tainer upon the portion thereof in adjoining 
relation to the said open end. 

3. A paper bag or other like container hav 
ing an open end which is adapted to be closed 
by folding portions thereof including the 
edges of the said open end, the said bag hav 
ing means whereby the said folds are re 
tained in folded relation to each other to 
maintain the closure of the said bag, the said 
means comprising a plurality of bendable 
but inelastic wires, said wires extending in 
directions longitudinally of the said bag, and 
means for securing the said wires to a por 
tion of the said bag in adjoining relation to 
the said open end thereof, said last named 
means comprising a multi-ply strip of paper 
of a width substantially equal to that of the 
bag between plies of which the said wires 
are located. ‘ 

In testimony that I claim the foregoing 
as my invention I have hereunto signed my 
name this 18th day of October, 1929. 

THOMAS M. ROYAL. 
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