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This invention relates to a method and ap 
paratus for electroplating wire, one of ‘the 
objects being to produce a wire having a 
smooth shiny electroplated coating unob 
scured by‘ a deposit of the electrolyte used. 
Another object is to prevent the electrolyte 
being carried away by the wire being plated. 
Other objects will be understood from the 
following disclosure. . _ 
Having reference to the accompanying 

drawings, which illustrate a speci?c example 
of the apparatus embodied by the present (in 
vention: > 

Figure 1 is a top plan. 7 _ - 
Figure. 2 is a cross-section from the line 

II-—II in Figure 1. 
Figure 3 is an enlarged detail from Fig 

ure 2. ' 1 v ‘ _ 

Figure 4 is a cross-section from the line 
IV——IV in Figure 3. ‘ 
This a paratus is particularly intended for 

use in the continuous coating of ‘wire, the 
wire 1 being continuously passed through a 
bath of plating electrolyte 2 and from there 
to a rinsing tank 3. In this process di?iculty 
is. experienced because the wire .CBII'IBS a 
clingin ?lm of the electrolyte into ‘the rins-_ 
ing tan . This contaminates the rinsing ?uid 
with the electrolyte, the [?uid attaining a suf 
?cient'concentration ofthe electrolyte to leave 
a de osit of it on the ?nally rinsed wire, 
whic spoils its commercial marketability. 
For instance, if the electrolyte solution con 
sists of zinc sulfatethe wire may'leave the 
rinsing tank in a brightly plated‘ “condition, 
but, because of the latter’s contamination by 
this sulfate, will acquire a white deposit upon 
drying. ' 
The apparatus intended to prevent this con 

sists of a header 4 positioned to one side of 
the electrolyte bath ,2 andhaving a pair of 
tapering conduits 5 and 6 projecting there 
over. These conduits are providedwith- slots 
7 which are directed ‘oppositely to the travel 
ling direction of the-wire.‘ In the particular 
example shown these slots consist of tangen 
tial prolongations 8 of the walls of the con 
duits 5 and 6 whichv are opposed by longitu 
dinal projections 9. These projections are 

constructed so that their distance from the 
prolongations 8 may be adjusted. 

In use, the wire 1 passes continuously from 
one bath to the other, being guided by any 
well known means. The header 4 is supplied 
with compressed air by a blower 10, this air 
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beingjejccted from the conduits 5 and 6 in , 
sheet form and impinging against the wire. 
The parts 8 and 9 are practically a pair of 
lips which serve to properly directthe air. . 
The excess ?uid clinging to the wire is there 
by blown o? of it and back into the bath of 
electrolyte instead of being wasted and be 
coming a nuisance by contaminating the rins 
lng bath. ~ 
'Although a speci?c form of this invention . 

has been shown and described in accordance 
with the patent statutes, it is not intended to 
limit the scope of the invention exactly there 
to, except as de?ned by the following claim. 

I claim: ‘ 

An apparatus for coating wire including , 
baths of coating and rinsing ?uids,'a header 
arranged to one side of said coating bath, 
a pair of spaced conduits extending across 
said coating bath, means for guiding the wire a 
from said coating bath between said conduits 
and to said rinsing bath, slots in said conduits 
directed towards the path‘ of travel of said 
wire, lips extending outwardly along said con 
duits'at each ofthe edges of said slots, means 
for varying the distances between said lips 
‘and means for supplying said header with 
compressed air. I 

' In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand. . 

' WALFRED A. WALLSTEN. 
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