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This invention relates to the class of boots 
and shoes and pertains particularly to an 
improved form of last. 
The primary object of the present invention 

5 is to provide a shoe last having particular val; 
ue as a means for holding a shoe in ?lled out 
condition while the same is being cleaned 
and polished or dyed, although the present 
last may, like the ordinary wooden last, he 

0 used for the purpose of maintaining a shoe 
in proper shape or condition when not in 
use. 
A further object of the invention is to pro 

vide a shoe last of resilient material, which is 
5 hollow and adapted to be ?lled and expanded 
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with air after being placed in a shoe so that 
the shoe will be completely ?lled by the last, 
or in other words, the last will conform itself 
to any and all irregularities in the contour of 
the shoe. 
The invention broadly contemplates the 

provision of a hollow last of rubber having 
top and bottom portions formed of hard un 
stretchable rubber, which portions taper at 
their edges and merge into other portions of 
heavy slightly stretchable rubber, which in 
turn taper o? sharply and oin a third area 
or section formed of relatively thin easily 
stretchable rubber. 
The hard rubber portions position in the 

top and bottom of the shoe while the thin 
rubber portions ?ll out the toe and sides of 
the shoe. The top of the last is provided with 
a handle carrying a valve element through 
which air is introduced into the last. 
The invention will be best understood from 

a consideration of the following detailed de 
scription taken in connection with the ac 
companying drawing forming part of this 
speci?cation, with the understanding how 
ever, that the invention is not con?ned to any 
strict conformity with the showing of the 
drawing but may be changed or modi?ed so 
long as such changes or modi?cations mark no 
material departure from the salient features 
of the invention. 
In the drawing :— 
Figure 1 is a vertical longitudinal sectional 

view through the lastembodying the pres 
ent invention; 
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Figure 2 is a bottom plan view of the same; 
Figure 3 is a sectional View taken on the line 

3—_3 of Figure 1. 
7 Referring now more particularly to the 
drawing wherein like numerals of reference 
indicate corresponding parts throughout the 
several views, the numeral 1 indicates gen 
erally the last embodying the present- inven 
tion. This last is preferably formed entirely 
of rubber of different degrees of resiliency. 
The last is formed in the usual design to 

snugly ?t in a shoe and it has the substantial 
elliptical top and bottom portions 2 and 3 
respectively which are preferably formed of 
a hard material such as hard vulcanized rub- ' 
her. The top and bottom portions 2 and 3 
taper in thickness slightly toward their edges 
and surrounding these portions and joined 
thereto are relatively narrow areas 4 and 5 
of a heavy slightly stretchable rubber. The '' 
rubber‘ in these areas 4 and 5 tapers relative 
ly sharply from their inner edges or from 
their points of connection with the points 2 
and 3 to the outer edges thereof where they 
are integrally connected by the thin rubber 
area 6. The major portion of the toe of the 
last and the sides thereof are formed of this 
thin rubberporti'on 6 which joins the por 
tions 4 and 5, the heel section of the last be 
ing thickened to substantially conform in 
weight with the slightly stretchable rubber 
of which the areas a and 5 are made up. 
This thickened heel portion, which consti 
tutes a thickened area of the thin rubber por 
tion 6,,is indicated by the numeral 7. 
The top 2 of the last has formed integral 

therewith the handle 8 which may be formed 
of the same material as the top and, there 
fore, these two portions may be cast as a unit. 
Extending through the longitudinal center 
of the handle 8 is a passage 9 which opens 
into the interior of the last and at its outer 
end is enlarged to receive a valve assembly 
10 of the character of a pneumatic tire inner 
tube valve. 
is shown and described, the toe portion 

of the last which is indicated generally by 
the numeral 11 is formed entirely of thin 
rubber, the top and bottom portions 2 termi~ 
nating at their forward ends a substantial 
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distance from the toe of the last as shown, 
while the back ends thereof extend to a point 
over the heel portion 7. It will thus be seen 
that when the last is placed in position in a 
shoe and air introduced thcreinto through 
the valve 10 and bore 9, the toe portion 11 
in ?lling out will press against the toe of the 
shoe and force the last back into its proper 
position and continued introduction of air 
thereinto will cause the last to enlarge until 
the shoe is completely ?lled. After ?xing the 
last in the shoe in the manner described it will 
be readily appreciated that the shoe may be‘ 
easily handled by grasping the handle 8, so 
that it may be cleaned and polished and dyed 
and the distended last will prevent any dye or 
other liquid entering the shoe and thus spoil 
ing the interior thereof. 

It will also be readily understood, as has 
been previously explained, that the present 
last may be put to other uses besides the use 
for which it is primarily intended, as for eX 
ample, it canrbe used in the same capacity as 
the ordinary wooden lasts for maintaining a 
shoe in proper condition while not in use. 
Having thus described the invention, What 

is claimed is 1 
1. A shoe last comprising a hollow body of 

rubber material shaped to conform to the in 
terior of a shoe, the top and bottom of the 
body having areas of hard rubber and areas 
surrounding and tapering off from the hard 
rubber areas of heavy slightly stretchable rub 
ber, the said slightly stretchable areas of rub 
ber being joined by rubber of a relatively thin 
character, and means for introducing air un~ 
der pressure into the last to expand the same. 

2. A shoe last comprising a hollow body 
formed throughout of rubber material shaped 
to conform to the interior of a shoe, the top 
and bottom of the body having areas of hard 
rubber and areas surrounding and tapering 
otf’from the hard rubber areas of heavy slight 
ly stretchable rubber, the said slightly stretch 
able areas of rubber being joined by rubber 
of a relatively thin character, a handle car 
ried by the hardened top area of the body 
and having an air passage therethrough lead 
ing into the body, and a valve in said air pas~ 
sage. 
In testimony whereof I hereunto a?ix my 

signature. 
ROY M. CHAPMAN. 
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