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The present invention relates to sign hold 
ers or stands for the display of advertislng 
cards or the like and particularly to the type 
of card holder or card display device which is 
designed and intended to stand erect upon a 
?oor or sidewalk. 
Many types of such display card holding 

devices have heretofore been designed or sug 
gested and put into use, but the present in 
vention contemplates an improved article of 
manufacture of this class, by means of which 
a’ card may be ?rmly supported in the ‘de 
sired position and which is at the same t1me 
ornamental in appearance, simple and iner 
pensive to construct, and light in weight, 
without at the same time being unstable. In 
fact, a sign holder constructed in accordance 
with the present invention has a maximum 
of stability for a minimum weight. The va 
rious elements which go into its construction 
are of simple design, the assembly of these 
elements may be accomplished with great ra 
pidity and small expense, and the display 
cards are furthermore so supportdv in posi 
tion that removal and replacement of one dis 
play card by another may be easily effected 
without disassembling any of the major parts 
of the holder. 
A preferred embodiment'of the holder is 

disclosed in the accompanying drawing, in 
which: ' 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the hold 
er showing a display card positioned there 
in; 
Figure 2 is a section on the line 2~—2 of 

Figure 1, to a larger scale and partly broken 
away; and 
Figure 3 is a section on line 3-3 of 

ure 1. > 

Essentially the sign holder includes a base 
and a card holding frame, the frame being 
rigidly secured to the base and preferably 
comprising the means for securing the sepa 
rated portions of the base together. 
The base comprises spaced parallel mem 

bers 10 similar in form and construction. 

Fig 

Each of these members 10 is fabricated of a 
metallic channel member, the end portions of 
whlch are curved downwardly, as shown, so 
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that the end surfaces comprise ?oor engaging 
surfaces, the main or central portions of said 
members being horizontally disposed.‘ Base 
members so constructed are attractive in ap 
pearance, e?icient'in'use'as sign supporting 
members, and may be easily and cheaply 
fabricated. ‘ ' ' 

The card supporting portion of the display 
stand comprises two vertically disposed one 
piece members 11, each fabricated of a narrow 
band or strip of metal and each having the 1 
form of an inverted U, the stems or legs of 
which are parallel and closely spaced, the in 
ner surfaces of these stems‘de?ning between 
them elongated slots. The lower ends of the 
stems or legs are turned outwardly to provide 
?ange-like portions 711’ which are secured, re 
spectively, to the base members 10 by any 
suitable means, as by welding, riveting, or by 
bolts such as indicated at 12. ' 

Cross tying and sign supporting'elements V 
are indicated at 13, these elements being 
parallel and substantially horizontally dis 
posed, and the ends of each element being 
positioned within the slots de?ned by the 
stems of members 11, one element‘having its 
ends ‘received. within the tops vof these slots 
and the other within the bottoms of the'slots. 
Elementsl3 are preferably channel-like in 
cross-section, having mutually facing grooves 
which are 'adapted‘to-receive and retain the 
parallel upper and lower edges of a display 
card or sign indicated at 14. Advantageous 
ly elements 13 are substantially U-shaped in 
cross section, and it is highly desirable to have 
the upper element 13 in the form of an in 
verted U so that the outside surfaces of its 
ends may, fit closely against the inside sur 
faces ofthe upper ends of the slots de?ned by 
the members 11. Elements 13 may be rigidly 
secured ‘to ‘members 11 in any suitable man 
ner, and I have found that a very strong and 
rigid construction is realized when elements ' 
13>are welded to members 11.‘ vIn the draw 
ing two of these welds are indicated at 15, 15. i’ 
The card 14 is adapted to be inserted later 

ally through the slot de?ned by‘ one member 
11, the lower edge of this card resting within 
the groove in the lower element 13 and the up 
per edge within the groove de?ned by the up 
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per element 13. The four edges of the card the inner surfaces of the tops of the slots in 
are thus hidden from View and well support- said members. 
ed by the frame. Preferably I provide limit- _ In testlmony whereof I hereunto a?ix my 
ing stops 16, 16 in one of the slots to limit signature. _ 
movement of the card in one direction, the ROBERT W. SCHWAB. 
cards being inserted through. the opposite 
slot and moved into contact with these. stops. 
In addition to stops 16, I preferably employ 
a member 17, such, for instance, as a cotter 
pin, which is adapted to be passed through 75 
registering apertures 18 formed in the stems 
or legs of the opposite supporting member 11. 
This pin or locking device (which may be of 
any type) is placed in the operative position 
shown after a card has been inserted. and the so 
effect is to lockthe card in position. It may be 
readily removed, however, whenever it is de 
sired to remove one display card or advertise 
ment and replace it by another. 

20 A sign holderconstructed in accordance 
with the present invention is seen to comprise 
only six principal parts, i. e., two base mem 
bers, two vertical members, and two cross 
tying and card supporting members. These 7, 

25 parts are fabricated from commercial stock so 
with a minimum of cutting and shaping op~ ‘ 
erations and may be easily secured together 
into one solid integral structure. The result 
ing stand or holder is pleasing to the eye, , 

3Q sturdy, and may be constructed at minimum ' ‘95 
' cost for an article of this character. 

Having thus described the invention, what 
is claimed as new and desired to be secured 
by Letters Patent is: V 

a 1. As an article of manufacture, a sign 100 
holder of the type described including, in 
combination, spaced base members having 
?oor engaging portions and a frame af?xed 
thereto for supporting a ?at display card in 

‘0 such manner that it may be readily removed, 7 105 
said frame having two. vertically disposed 
one-piece members each having the form of 
an inverted U, the stems or legs. of which de 
?ne between them a narrow vertical slot, the > 

‘5 bottoms of said stems having substantially 11° 
horizontal portions projecting outwardly and 
secured to said base members, and two cross 
tying and sign supporting elements disposed 
substantially horizontally, one such element _ 7 

50 having its ends positioned within the slots of 11* 
said members at the tops thereof and the other 
having its ends positioned within said slots at 
the bottoms thereof, the said ends of the ele 
ments being rigidly secured to said members 

55 and said elements having mutually facing 12‘ 
continuous grooves formed therein and 
adapted to receive and retain, respectively, 
the upper and lower edges of a display card 
inserted laterally into said frame through one , 

60 of said slots. 12‘ 
i 2. The combination set forth in claim 1 

in which the upper cross tying and sign sup 
porting element has the shape, in cross-sec 
tion, of an inverted U, the outer surfaces of M 

65 which, at the ends, make close contact with "“ 
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