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This invention relates to the identi?cation 
of rubber goods, and to a method of applymg 
identi?cation means to such goods. 
In hospitals or the like, and particularly in 

hospitals having a number of wards, rubber 
5* goods, such as hot water bottles,fice_ packs, 

15 

pneumatic cushions, maternity pads, or rub 
ber sheeting, are frequently. lost or .?nd their 
way from one ward to another, due to the fact 
that no means has heretofore been devised for 
successfully marking such goods for iden 
ti?cation. Some effort has been made in the 
past to mark the goods by means of printed 
rubber patchesor labels which are vulcanized 
to the goods by hot vulcanization. This pro 
cedure is open to‘ a number of objections, 
among which may be mentioned the ease 
with which the printed identi?cation may be 

A eliminated without mutilating the article to 
20 which the label is attached; and second, the 

fact that the hot vulcanization changes the 
color of the patch, so that different colors 
cannot be employed to signify di?'erent wards 

' of the hospital. Furthermore, such labels do 
25 not identify the date of the application there 

of to the article,,and consequently, it. is im 
possible to tell from such a label whether the 
.article has been in use four months or four 
years. 

30 The primary object of this invention is to 
provide an improved label, and a method of 
securing the same to rubber goods in such 
manner that the label may be applied by cold 

-~vulc_anization, arid-.when once secured, in 
35 
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place, cannot be changed without mutilating 
the rubber article to which it is attached. 
" Another object of the invention is to fur 
nish an identi?cation label provided with 
indications for-dates, wards and the like, 
which indications may be punched before 
the label is applied to the goods, whereby 
portions of the goods will be displayed 
thorugh the punched holes, and the identi?-' 
cation cannot be removed without destroy 
ing the ‘article to which the label is applied. 
With the foregoing objects outlined and, 

with other objects in view which will appear 
as, .the description proceeds, the invention 
consists in the novel features hereinafter de 
scribed in detail, illustrated in the accom 

panyin drawing, and more particularl 
pointe out in the appended claims. 
Referring to the drawing, ‘ 

" Fig. 1 1s a plan view of a portion of any 
rubber or rub erized article ‘after a surface 
of such part has been scraped to receive a 
?rst vulcanization compound. ’ 

Fig. 2 is a similar view after the ?rst com 
pound has been applied. ' 

I Flg. 3 is a plan view of one form of label 
of thetype used in the invention. 

Fig. 4 is a view similar to Fig. 2, after 
a second vulcanization compound has been 
applied to the rubber article. 
_' F1g._5 1s a plan view of a portion of the 
rubber article after my improved rubber 
ldenti?cation label has been attached to the 
same. ' 

In accordance with the invention, a part . 
6 of a hot water bottle, ice pack, cushion ring, 
rubber sheet or any other rubber or rubber 
ized article, is ?rst scraped with sandpaper 
or the like, ,to provide the outer surface of 
the same with a roughened spot 7 of approxi? 
mately the size of the label, (Fig. 3), which 
is to be attached thereto. 
Then the ?rst vulcanization compound is 

applied to this roughened spot as shown at 
_8 1n_F1g. 2, to cover a space slightly larger 
1n dlameter than the label itself. This com 
pound will evaporate, becoming dry to the 
touch_in about ?ve or ten minutes after ap 
plicatlon. When dry to the touch, a sec- 
ond coat of the same compound is applied , 
and allowed to also become dry. Onlyv 
a small amount of this ?rst compound is. 
necessary to each coat, but the ?rst coat 
should be allowed to become dry before the 
application of the second coat. 
While the second coat is drying, the rubber 

identi?cation label 9 is prepared to be ap 
plied to the goods. This label is usually 
mounted on a paper shield or backing which‘ 
adheres to the back of the label by means of 
any suitable adhesive, and the face of the 
label bears, for example, the name 10 of a par 
ticular hospital, a series of month indications 
11, a series of year‘ indications 12, and a 
series of private code markings 13. Further 
more, the face of the labelsmay be colored 
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in any single or contrasting colors to signify 
any particular ward of the hospital, and as 
my vulcanization is of the _“cold” type, such 
coloring will not be affected during the vul 
canization process. . , 

In accordance with the‘ invention, before 
the label is removed from its paper backing, 
suitable indications are punched from the 
series 11, 12 ‘and 13 to indicate a particular 
month, year and private code, and this will 
leave the label in the condition shown in Fig. 
5, in which 14 indicates holes in the label 
through which portions of the article 6 are 
exhibited. 
After the label has been punched, its back 

ing sheet is removed, and the label is now 
ready for application to the article. At this 
time, a swab is used to apply a coating of a 
second vulcanization compound over the two 
coats of the ?rst compound, as indicated at 
15 in Fig. 4, care being taken to prevent the 
second compound from running over and 
spreading beyond the spot formed by the ?rst 
compound. 
Immediately after generously painting the 

spot 8 with the second compound, the rear 
of the punched label is applied to the spot 
15, and the label is held against the article 
until it is thoroughly attached, which re 
quires about one or two minutes. Hand pres 
sure is all that is necessary to make adhesion 
positively permanent, and within a - few 
hours, the label cannot be removed intention 
ally or otherwi se. The compounds take about 
thirty minutes to set. When the compounds 
have set, the article with its attached label, 
will have the appearance shown in Fig. 5. 
With regard to the vulcanizing compounds 

employed, it may be stated that the ?rst is 
an attaching compound and/or cement with 
a basis of crude rubber, co-mingled with other 
substances, all held in solution and suspen 
sion with a highly volatile ingredient, and > 
this compound is packed in an air-tight con 
tainer, and so held until the need for its im 
mediate use. When applied to any ?nished, 
cured, or semi-cured rubber, or rubberized 
article, in this liquid and suspended state, the 
volatile ingredient evaporates and leaves as 
a residue the crude rubber substance in the 
state desired. ' 

Upon this residue will, in turn, be applied 
a curing medium other than heat, either di 
rectly or indirectly. This medium or second 
compound is also to be an ingredient suspend 
ed in highly volatile matter, packed in an 
air-tight container, and so held until the time 
it is needed for use. 
The combination of these two compounds 

in the relation of each to the other, is such, 
that if another ?nished, cured, or semi-cured 
rubber or rubberized article is placed imme 
diately in contact with the above mentioned 
residue, in combination with its curing me 
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dium, it will cause the two articles to become 
permanently attached to one another. 

This simple procedure differentiates from 
the highly technical method of curing or 
treating rubber, and brings to the consumer, 
a method of obtaining a desired result in the 
attaching or adhering of an ?nished, cured, 
or semi-cured rubber or ru berized articles, 
without the present com liment of extensive 
machinery or the use 0 intense heat, either 
directly or indirectly. 
Furthermore, when one of the improved 

labels is prepared and attached in thls way, 
its color will not be affected, and its identi?ca 
tion marking cannot be removed without mu 
tilating the article to which the label is at 
tached. 
While I have disclosed a referred embodi 

ment of the invention in suc manner that the 
same may be readily understood by those 
skilled in the art, I am aware that changes 
may be made in the details set forth, without 
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departing from the spirit of the invention, as 
expressed in the claims. 
What I claim and desire to secure by Let-, 

ters Patent is: ' 
1. A method of identifying rubber goods, 

comprising puncturing a rubber label to pro 
vide indications therein, and then applying 
vthe label to a rubber article by cold vulcani 
zation. 

2. A method of identifying rubber ar 
ticles, comprising punching a rubber label in 
such manner as ‘to indicate a certain month 
and year, and applying such label to the ar 
ticle by cold vulcanization. 

3. A method of identifying highly ?exible 
rubber articles of the kind employed in hos 
pitals, comprising mutilating a rubber label 
in such manner as to indicate a certain month 
and year, and then securing such label to the 
article by cold vulcanization. 

4. A method of identifying rubber hospi 
tal articles or the like, comprising roughening 
a surface of such an article, coating said sur 
face with a. compound having a basis of crude 
rubber, held in solution and suspense with‘ 
a highly volatile ingredient, permitting said 
compound to dry, then applying to the coated 
surface a second compound including an in 
gredient suspended in highly volatile matter, 
then placing a rubber label on the coated sur 
face and pressing said label against the ar 
ticle for a short time, and afterwards allow 
ing the article with the applied label, to rest 
until the compound sets. ' Y 

5. A method of applying identi?cation 
labels to rubber hospital articles or the like, 
consisting in roughening a surface of such 
article, applying ?rst and second coats of vul 
canizing compounds to the roughened sur 
face, punching identi?cation marks in a 
rubber label, then applying such rubber‘ 
label to the coated surface and permitting the 
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label to become attached to the article by cold 
vulcanization.v , - 

6. A hospital identi?cation label, compris 
ing a rubber patch provided on its face with 
a delineated ace to bear the name of a 
hospital, and a 0 provided with consecutive 
ly arranged month and vyear ' indications 

" adapted to be punched from the label. 
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7 . The combination with a ?exible rubber 
article, of a rubber identi?cation patch united 
with the latter by cold vulcanization, said 
patch being provided on its face with a de 
lineated space bearing the name of a hospital 
or an institution and also providedwith con 
secutively arranged month and year indica-v 
tions, the patch being perforated where some 
of said indlcations occur to form identi?cation . 
characters through which ‘the surface of_ the 
article is displayed. ' 1 

8. The comblnation with a ?exible rubber 
article, of a ?exible rubber identi?cation 
patch united with the latter by vulcanization, 
said patch being rovided on itsv face with a 
delineated space aring'the name of an in-' 
stitution and also rovided with consecutive 
ly arran ed mont and year indications, the 
atch being multilated where some of said 

lndications occur to form identi?cation char 
acters. - ' 

In testimony whereof, I have signed this 
speci?cation. 

JOHN RUSSELL FOLEY. 


