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The present invention relates to building 
constructions and more particularly to means 
for bracing studs or the like. 
An object of this invention is to provide a 

5 brace or block which may be readily posi 
tioned between a pair of studs, the block or 
brace being so constructed as to permit the 
ready adjustment thereof for positioning the 
block at varying angles between studs of 

1" varying distances apart. _ 
Another object of this invention is to pro 

vide a device of this kind which is adapted 
to be positioned between the studs of a build 
ing so as to provide a ?re block for prevent 

15 ing the ?re from travelling upwardly between 
the studs. . 
A further object of this invention is to prof 

vide a device of this kind which may be 
. ‘readily used as bridging between floor joists 
20 or the like and which will take the place 

of the ordinary bridging made out of wooden 
strips. 
The above and various other objects and 

advantages of this invention will in part be 
25 described and in part be understood from 

the following detailed description of the 
present preferred embodiment of this'inven 
tion, the same being illustrated in accomj 
panying drawings wherein :— 
Figure 1 is a detail top plan view of a blank 

sheet of metal constructed according to the 
preferred embodiment of this invention; 
Figure 2 is a sectional view taken on the 

line 2-—~2 of Figure 1; 
Figure 3 is a modi?cation of this device; 
Figure 4; is a sectional'view taken on the 

line 47-4: of Figure 3; 1 . 
Figure 5 is a detail perspective view of 

the preferred form of this invention showing 
the blank form having the sides and ends 
bent; 

Figure 6 is a view similar to Figure 5 
but showing the plate of one end larger than 

4.5 the opposite end; . 
Figure 7 is a detail side elevation showing 

the application of this device as a ?re block; 
Figure 8 is a detail side elevation showing 
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5° and 
the use of the device as a bridging member; ' 

' Figure 9, is adetail sidehelevation showing - 
the use of this device as an inclined brace. - 

Referring,’ to the drawings wherein like 
numerals of'reference designate correspond 
ing parts throughout the ‘several views“, the 
numeral 10 designates generally va brace or 
block in blank‘ formconstru‘cte‘d according 
to the preferred embodiment‘ of this‘inven-V 
tion, the block 10 being of elongated rectangu 
lar con?guration and constructed out ofan 
elongated sheet of metal. The block or brace 
10 comprises a-body portion 11," a pair of 
sides 12 which are secured along the marginal 
edge'portions of the body'll; The body 11' 
is vadaptedto be secured to studs 13 or the 
like, the ends of the body 11 being‘ cut in 
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wardlylas at 14:.so as to-provide a securé I 
ing plate 15 which is providedwith suitable 
apertures 16 for securing the plate 15 to the 
joist13._- ' > v1 ; ‘ 

‘ The widthof the body‘ll'is'substantially 
equal to the width of the joists 13 and the side 
bracing strips 12 are‘ adapted to extend be; 
yond, the body 11 at the ends thereof and are 
provided with apertures 17 ‘for receiving 
nails» or' the like,.the extended portions 18 
being. adaptedto engage against the opposite 
edges of the joist 18. The securing plate 715 
at‘ one?en'dv of the body 11‘ is adaptedtobe 
bent ,reversel'y‘ or oppositely from the secur 
ing plate at the opposite end of the body. . '7 ' 

1v The body llis alsogadapted to'be scored or 
indented inwardly fromv the ‘end thereof so 
that if'desired one plate 15 may be bentouta 
wardlya'greater distance from thebody than 
the: opposing plate. The side members~12 
are adapted. to be bent at substantially right 
angles'to the body 11 so as to provide a'subs 
stantially'channeled bracing member which 
is adapted to be positioned between the studs 
13' in either horizontal‘ or‘inclined position. 
If‘ desired, the device herein disclosed may‘ 
be mounted on an angle so as to provide a 
substantially continuous brace or, if desired, 
the device may be placed in substantially‘ 
horizontal position so as tolprovide a ?re 
block,.this"-.?re.block being more clearly dis 
closed in Figure 7. 
The body 11 is also adapted to be longitu 

dinally ?uted as shown at 19 in Figure 3, the 1 
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body 11 being provided with substantially 
V-shaped ?uting which is formed integrally 
with the body and is adapted to cooperate 
with the sides 12 for bracing the body. The‘ 
?uting 19 is integrally formed with the body 
11 and is formed by pressing the body out- 
wardly. As shown in Figure 8,'the brace‘ 
herein disclosed is adapted to be ‘used as 
bridging between the joists so as to hold the‘ 
joists in vertical position. ' ' 'v 
While this device has been disclosed as have 

ing theropposite ends thereof bent in. Opposed 
relation, we do not wish to be‘hmited to' this ‘ i I 
construction as if desiredthe roppgsite ends 
or securing plates 15 maybe bent in the same ' 
direction, this being ‘particularly desirable 
where the device is used as a-?re block as 
more clearly shown in Figure 7. 
By providing the marginal edge portions ' 

of the body 11 with a suitable score or inden- 
tation 20, it will be possible ‘to make the end 
plates 15 of any desired length as shown by 
the dotted line in Figure 6,. The body plate 
10 is also provided with a. plurality of, scores 
21 which are preferably shapedso that if . 
desired a conduit or plpeinay be extended 
through the body plate 11, this being accom 
plished by punching out the material within 

' the score 21. Through the use of these scores 
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21;; the usual conduits and- pipemay be ex 
tended orpositioned between the studs 13 
in the usual manner and the plates. 11 will I 
serve as a spacing member for holding the 
conduit or 
building. 7 . _ 

' It ‘will be obvious'from the foregoing that 
a relatively simple device has been. disclosed 
which may be used in a number of. di?erent 
Ways in building constructions and that the 
use of this device will eliminate the necessity 
of the carpenter cutting blocks or. the like to 
be used asv braces or bridging, between the 
studs and joists. . < 5' - ' " 

What'is claimed is :— ' > ' 

A device of the character, described com-' 
prising an elongated bodyplate,‘ a .pair of 
side members integrally for'medfwith the 
platev and angularly disposed with respect 
thereto whereby to provide a channelled 

e . braeingmemberpextensions secured to Said‘ 
side members and extending. beyond the ends 
Olfisaid body plate, a securing plate secured 
to said body at one end thereof, and a second 
securing plate secured to the opposite end of: 

7 said body, said body having-longitudinally 
~ disposed, Scores therein whereby to permit 
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bending of said second securing plateat vary-f 
ing points. ' . ~ 

: lnitestimony whereof we hereunto a?ix our 
signaturesi ' ‘ 

CORA e. ECKET. . 
vnoscon v. ‘SHELDON. 

1,867,449 

piping away fromthe wall of the 


