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This invention relates to lamp sockets used 
for lights connected in series, such as Christ 
mas tree lamps, the general object of the 
‘invention being to provide means for short 
,circuiting any one of the-lamps when it is 
desired to test the string of lamps to ?nd out 
which lamp isv dead. . 
This invention also consists in certain ‘other 

features of construction and in the combina 
tion and arrangement ofthe several parts, 
to be hereinafter fully described, illustrated 
in the accompanying drawing and speci?cal- \ 
,ly pointed out in the appended claim. 

Indescribing the invention in detail, refer 
ence will be had to the accompanying draw 
ing wherein like characters denote like 'or 
corresponding parts throughout the several 
views, and in which : 

- Figure 1 is a sectional view‘through one 
of the sockets. , 
Figure 2 is a top plan view. - ~ 
Figure 3 is a bottom planview. 
In these views, the numeral 1 indicates the: 

socket which is provided with, the. usual‘ 
threaded member 2 to ‘receive the threaded 
part of a lamp and with the usual central 
contact 3, this contact 3 being connected with 
the conductor 4, as shown at 5, and the mem 
ber 2 being connected with the conductor 6, 
as Ishown at 7. ‘ ‘ I l 

11 carrying out my invention, p ace a 
button 8 in an opening formed in the top of 
each socket, the inner end of the button being 
fastened to a spring _9 which is fastened by a 
screw 10 to a part of the member 2, this screw 
also acting to fasten the conductor 6' with 
said member 2. The spring is fastened to 

a screw 11 which is arranged 
directl above the u per end of the contact 
3, so t at when the button is depressed, the 

' screw ‘will engage the contact 3 and thus short 
circuit the lam placed in the socket. - 
Thus it will be seen that when one or more 

of a number of lamps in a string or series of 
lamps is dead, the dead lamp can be easily 
and uickly found by depressing the/buttons 

e sockets. ‘ ' ‘ ‘ 

means for shortcircuitin' the sockets one at 

» l 

and quickly discovered without removing 
the lamps and testing them in the usual man 
ner. 

It is thought from the foregoin descrip 
tion that the advantages and nove features 
of the invention will be readily apparent. 
‘It is to_-be understood that changes may 

be made in the construction and in the com 
bination and arrangement of the several 
parts, provided that such changes fall within 
the scopeof the'appended claim. ‘ ‘ 
What I claim is :—‘-' I , _ 
A lamp socket including a shell—like body 
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havin a threaded lining for receiving the ' 
threa ed part of a lamp, a contact protruded 
centrally of the lining, atap for a lead con 
nected with the contact, a ta for a lead con 
nected with the lining, and allautton resilient 
ly projected from the shell body and havin 
a connection with the last named tap an ' 
adapted to be engaged with the contact on 

i pressing inwardly upon the button for short 
circuiting a. lamp in the socket. 
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atime,sothatthedead mpcanbeeasily. 

whereof I a?ix m signature. ' 

03 

-| c. 

in 


