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This invention relates to a device for ?l 
ing correspondence, papers, or the like, and 
it has particular reference to a ?ling devlce 
including a- plurality of movable ?exible 
receiving members and also provided with 
means to securethe receiving members with 
in predetermined limits. 
‘There has heretofore been proposed a ?l 

ing device including a plurality of movable 
?exible receivin members, as exempli?ed by 
the patent to F leld, No. 1,524,348, patented 
Jan. 27, 1925. According to that patent, there 
is provided a ?le drawer containing spaced 
horizontal rails between which are suspended 
a number of folds of ?exible material, each 
of which serves as a ?ling compartment. In 
practicing the invention set forth in this pat 
ent, it has been found that the several com 
partments are apt to be distorted or improp 
erly spaced, due to an uneven distribution of 
papers in the compartments. 
To overcome this objection, and others, 

with the attendant inefficiency in operation 
and use, the present invention contemplates 
the provision of means for limiting the move 
ment or play of any compartment or group 
of compartments, such as those described, in 
order to‘prevent the weight of the contents of 
any compartment from distorting the ?le as 
a whole. 
Further objects and advantages will be 

understood from a perusal of the following 
description of a structure embodying the 
principles of the invention, illustrated in the 
accompanying drawings, wherein; _ 

Fig. 1 is a fragmentary perspective view 
of the complete assembly, 7 

Fig. 2 is a fragmentary side elevational 
view of a retaining bar, 

Fig. 3 is a fragmentary side elevational 
view of a locking bar, and 

Fig. 4 is a schematic view indicating a 
method of application of the invention. 
The ?ling device shown in Fig. 1 which 

may be constructed as shown in the above 
mentioned Field patent comprises a box or 
drawer 10 containing a frame of wire 11 
including spaced horizontal side rails 12 and 
downwardly extending supporting legs 13 at 
the ends thereof. Supported upon and dis 

posed between the side rails 12 are a number 
of strips 14, each of which has one side edge 
formed with a notch 15 adjacent each end, 
the outer side edges of said notches being ' 
undercut. The strips 14 are inserted in the 
frame 11 by bowing the frame, so that they 
may be sprung into place with the undercut 
portions of the notches 15 engaging the outer 
sides of the rails 12, thereby securing the 
strips'agains't accidental removal but permit 
ting movement of the strips along the rails. 
Secured to each strip 14 is a sheet of ?exible 
material extending loosely to the adjacent 
strip to provide a fold or compartment 16 
for the reception of correspondence or other 
matter. ‘In employing this structure, it will 
be understood that the several pockets 16 may 
receive varying amounts of correspondence 
and that they may be opened or closed by 
moving the strips 14 along the rails 12. 
According to the present invention, there 

is additionally provided a device or number 
of devices for limiting the movement of any 
strip‘or strips within predetermined limits, 
which may vary within wide distances. 
These devices prevent the ?ling compart 
ments from‘ spreading an undue amount, and 
further provide means for dividing the ?le 
into a number of sections containing any de 
sired numbers of compartments. As illus 
trated, the device consists of a pair of con 
nected bars extending between the rails 11, 
one of which, 17, (the retaining bar) is simi 
lar in construction to the strips 14. In fact 
any one of the strips 14 may be employed as 
an element of the securing device, thus form 
ing the securing device as a portion of a com 
partment 16. 
As best shown in Fig. 2, the retaining bar 

is formed of a ?at strip having an undercut 
notch 18 formed in its lower edge at either 
end, each notch providing a re-entrant foot 
19 on the lower side of the bar. The distance 
between the centers of the notches 18 on the 
same bar is such that the feet 19 nest snugly 
against the rails 12, tending to draw them‘ 
inwardly. This effect is accomplished by 
making the distance between the centers of 
the notches 18 a tri?e less than the normal 
distance between the centers-of the rails 12. 
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The bars 17 are assembled on the rails by bow 
ing the rails inwardly, springing the bars 17 ' 
in place, ‘and releasing the pressure. The 
rails therefore tend to separate the ends of 
the bar 17 , and so place it under a slight ten 
sion. 
A recess 21 is formed in the mid-portion of 

the bar 17 'to receive a threaded rivet or screw 
22 projecting from the bar 17 . toward the 
locking bar 23, shown in Figs. 1 and 3. The 
locking bar 23 is also formed with an aper 
ture 24 in its mid portion for the reception of 
the screw 22, WhlCh is provided on its pro 
jecting end with a wing nut 25 by means of 
which the central portion of bars 17 and 23 
may be drawn together. Each end of the bar' 
23 is recessed to provide a shoulder 26 having 
a su portino' tongue 27 on its upper side, but, ‘ 

- unli (e the bar 17, the shoulders 26 are not 
necessarily provided with an undercut por 
tion. 
The bar 23 is formed of material ‘more ?ex 

ible than the bar 17 , and is so dimensioned 
that the distance between the shoulders 26 is 
reater than the distance between the rails 12. 

en the bar 23 is positioned between thev 
rails ‘12, it accordingly assumes an arcuate 
shape, as shown in Fig. 1, and so is under 
compression. When the bars 17 and 23 are 
assembled as shown in Fig. 1, and the wing 
nut 25 is tightened, a toggle joint action is 
developed which forms a shearing couple on 
the rails 12 and so ?rmly secures the bar 23 
with its adjacent bar _17 from movement 
along the rails 12. ' 
The strips 14 and the ?exible material con 

necting these strips to form pockets for cor- v 
respondence provide what may be termed 
sectionalizing members or units which are 
adjustable on the bars supporting the strips 
to vary the size of the pockets or compart 
ments between the strips. It is to be under 
stood that any type of construction adapted 
for insertion in a ?le drawer for dividing 
the drawer into a plurality of com artments 
in which the elements are adjusta 1e in the 
drawer to vary the size of the com artments 
may be used in conjunction with t e locking 
device illustrated and described herein, the 
reference to the Field patent and the illus 
tration of the structure shown in this patent 
being merely for the purpose of disclosing 
the type of construction with which the lock 
ing device cooperates in order that the expan 
sion of the sectionalizing members or units 
may be limited to a desired extent. 
From the foregoing description, it ‘will 

now be apparent that one or more securing de 
vices ma be positoned within the ?le and so 
serve to ivide the compartments into selected 
groups or sections, and also limit'the free 
om of movement or play'in any‘ compart 

ment'. Various modi?cations in the speci?c 
construction shown may be made, of course, 
within the scope of the following claims. 
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What is claimed is: _ 
1. A ?ling device comprising a plurality 

of relatively movable sectionalizing units, a 
support for said units, and means movable 
with respect to the units on the support for 
?xing the position of any compartment with 
respect to the support within predetermined 
limits. ' 

2. A ?ling device including a pair of 
spaced horizontal supporting rails, a plural 
ity of strips extending between the rails to 
form compartments, and a securing bar 
adapted to be positioned adjacent any strip 
to limit the movement thereof within prede 
termined limits. 

3. A ?ling device including a pair of 
spaced horizontal supporting rails, a plu 
rality of strips extending between the rails 
and mounted thereon for movement along 
the rails, folds of ?exible material loosely ex 
tending between adjacent strips to provide 
?ling compartments, and means movable 
with respect to the rails and the strips for lim 
itirig the movement of said strips along the 
rai s. 

4. A ?ling device including a plurality of 
relatively movable sectionalizing members 
and means for limiting the movement of said 
members, said means including a movable 
member adapted to be locked in a redeter 
mined position with respect to sai section 
alizing members. 

5. A ?ling device including a pair of ?xed 
horizontal supporting rails, a plurality of 
strips mounted for sliding movement along 
the rails, folds of ?exible material extending 
between the strips to provide compartments, 
a retaining bar extending between the rails, 
and a locking bar of greater length than the 
retaining bar secured to the retaining bar and 
extending between the rails. ' 

'6. A ?ling device including a pair of 
spaced horizontal supporting rails, a plural-' 
ity of strips notched at their ends for engage 
ment with the rails, folds of ?exible material 
loosely extending between adjacent strips to 
form compartments, and a locking device for 
securing any one of said strips within prede 
termined limits, said locking device compris 
ing a bar of ?exible material formed with 
recesses for engagement with the rails, said 
locking bar being of greater length between 
the recesses than the distance between the 
rails, and means for expanding the locking 
bar against the rails to prevent the movement 
thereof and to limit the movement of said 
strip. . 

7. A ?ling device including a pair of 
spaced horizontal supporting rails, notched 
strips disposed between the rails for sliding 
movement therealong, folds of ?exible mate 
rial disposed between the strips and form 
ing compartments, and a locking device for 
ositionmg the strips and compartments, said 
ocking device including a bar formed with 
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notches extending between the rails, said bar 
being under tension, a bar adjacent the ten 
sion bar and disposed between the rails, said 
last-‘named bar being under compression, and 

5 a connection between the tension bar'and 
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compression bar. 
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