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This invention relates to tents,>and an ob 
ject is to produce a. simple and e?icient sup 
port for a tent so that the same may be quick 
ly and conveniently erected or taken down 

, and compacted in a relatively small space. 
For purposes of‘illustration, but not of 

limitation, an embodiment- of the invention is 
shown on the accompanying drawings, in 
which 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a tent 
showing one of the supports therefor. 
2 is an enlarged view showing the pole clam p. 
Fig. 3 is a transverse section on the line 3-4-3 

10 

of Fig. 2, and ‘Fig. 4.- is a transverse section .on - 
15 the ‘line 4——4 of Fig. 2. 

An illustrated embodiment of the inven 
tion comprises a wall tent having side and top 
walls 10 held taut in the usual manner by 
guy-ropes 11. For supporting the tentin 

20 upright position, a ridge pole (notvshown) is 
supported by a pair of end poles 11. Each 
end pole 11 consists of telescoping rods 11*“ 
and 11“, the rod 11a having a portion extend 
ing within the rod 11". These rods may be 

5 anj1 suitable shape, but in the present in2 
stance are tubular and may be of cast iron 
piping. ' 

Encircling the outer end of the tubular rod 
1111 is a. collar 12 having outwardly projecting 

3° ends 1?) which receive a bolt 14 having a nut 
15. Disposed between the projecting ends 12:’) 
and securely clamped in place is the lower 
end of a post 16, which extends outwardly 
from the end of the rod 11b in substantially 
parallel relationship thereto. It is to be un 
derstood that the bolt 14 provides a pivot 
for the-post 16, so that it may be swung 
against the post 1110 for convenience in trans 
portations and packing. 
be of wire and formed on the outer end there 
of is an eye 17 which engages in an opening 
18 formed in a catch 19. 
The catch 19 is of sheet metal, provided 

with an aperture 20 slightly larger than the 
circumference of the rod 11". Adjacent the 
opening18, the aperture 20, as indicated at 
21. is rounded to ?t the rod 118 and diametri 
cally opposed to this surface is an arcuately 

0 shaped gripping surface 22, which is round 
“ ed to correspond to the curvatureof the rod 

Fig, 

The post 16 may ' 

11a and is adapted-to retain the rod in ad 
justed position, as will hereinafter appear. 

_ Normally, the plate 19 is in inclined posi 
tion, as shown in Fig. 2, and movement of 
the rod 11“ in a direction toward the rod 11"’ 
is prevented due to the frictional engagement 
between the opposed surfaces 21 and 22 of 
the catch 19. The greater the force exerted 
upon the rod 113 in the direction indicated, 
the greater will be the binding action of the 
grijipmg surfaces against- the outside of the 
rot. . ’ i 

It is manifest that the telescoping rods 
e?icicntly retain the tent’ in erect position, 
and liability of the tent collapsing due to 
telescoping of the rods is prevented. ‘When 
it is desired to take the tent down, the plate 
19 is lifted or moved upwardly slightly, 
which movement releases the rod 11a and al 
lows it to drop within the rod 11*’. Until the 
catch 19 is lifted, however, telescoping move- , 
ment of the rods relative to each other is pref 
Vented. . 
_ The above described construction maybe 
inexpensively manufactured and is of mate— 
rial advantage in eliminating the use of the" 
ordinary wooden poles which are cumbersome 
to carry and di?icult to erect and take down. 
The present construction enables the tents to 
be erected within a minimum of time, and, 
inasmuch as the poles may be telescoped, they 
may be transported conveniently and occupy 
a minimum of space. 1 

It is to be understood that changes in de 
tails of construction and arrangement may 
be effected without departing from the spirit 
of the invention as de?ned in the appended 
claim. 
7What I claim as new and desire to secure 

by Letters Patent is: 
- A fastener for telescoping tent poles or the 
like comprising a link pivotally secured at' 
one end to the outer section and having its 
free end extending beyond the end of said sec 
tion, a plate apertured to receive the inner 
section, a relatively loose pivotal connect-ion 
between said plate and said link, a gripping 
edge on said plate adjacent said pivotal con 
nection for frictionally engaging said inner 
section, andan inwardly extending lug hav 
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ing a relatively small gr 
plate diametrically oppos 
for gripping the 
section, the Walls 

5 ate the gripping ed 
inner section. 
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p ing edge on said 
ed) to said ?rst edge 

opposite side of said inner 
0 said aperture intermedi 
ges being spaced from said 

whereof I have hereunto ‘ 
e-to this speci?cation. 

CHARLES E. FRIESNER. 
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