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This invention relates to a hot bed and 
has for an ii'nportant‘object to provide, in a 
manner as hereinafter set forth, a device of 
this character which‘ is particularly adapted 

5.‘ for use by small plant growers as a seed 
germinator and propagating bed. 
Other objects of the invention are to pro 

vide a hot bed of the‘ aforementioned char 
acter which will be simple in construction, 

10 strong, durable, efficient and reliable in use, 
economical to operate and which may be 
manufactured at lowcost. 

All of the foregoing and still further ob 
jects and advantages of the invention will 

15' become apparent from a study of the fol; 
lowing speci?cation, taken in connection with 

e accompanying drawings wherein like 
characters of reference designate ‘correspond 
ing parts throughout the several views, and 

20 wherein :~ 1 

Figure 1 is a plan view of a device con~ 
structed in accordance with this invention. 
Figure 2 is a view in side elevation of the 

device. . 

Figure 3 is a detail view partly in eleva 
tion and partly in longitudinal section show~ 
ing a portion of one of the electric heating elements; 
Figure 4 is a detail view in 

showing an end portion of one of the chan 
neled frame members which receive the heat— ing elements. 
Figure 5 is a view in verticalv cross section 

through one of the frame members showing 
35 the heating elements disposed in position in 

the channels therein. 
Figure 6 is a fragmentary detail view in 

perspective showing a modified form of the 
construction of the device. 
Figure 7 is a view similar to Figure 6 show 

ing another modi?cation. 
Referring to the drawings in detail, it will 

be seen that the reference numeral 1 desig 
nates generally a substantially rectangular, 
skeleton frame which comprises the outer 
longitudinal members 2 and 3, the end cross 
members 4 and 5, the inner cross member 6 
which extends between the members 2 and 3 
adjacent to and spaced from. the end cross 
vmember 4 and the inner longitudinal mem 

25 

perspective 

‘are the heating elements 9, th 

Serial No. 528,118. 

bers'7 which are disposed in spaced ‘paral- I 
lelism with each other and which‘extend be 
tween intermediate portions of the end cross 
member 5 and the intermediate or inner cross 

’ he cross members extend 
tween the longitudinal side members 2 and 

3, and have their ends rigidly connected 
thereto in any suitable manner. ‘ 
The frame 1 is provided 

grooves 01' channels which 
adjacent the center 

said grooves or channels 
e grooves or channels being designated by the reference 

numeral 8. ach heating element 9 com 
prises a resistance wire 10 of suitable gauge 
which is enclosed in asbestos 11 which, in 
turn, is enclosed in the metal sheath 12. 

‘ ?oor ?ange 13 is mounted on the inner 
side of the end 
nected thereto one end of a ?exible conduit 
14 which extends upwardly therefrom and 

(not shown) from a suitable source of electric current sup? 7 
ply are, ofcourse, connected to the control 

15 and conductor‘ wires 

frame 1. . 

, The frame 1.may be formed from members 
16 (see Figure 6)v bular metal of sub 

the heating elements. The vertical sides of 
the members 17 are provided with inturned 
?anges 19 which terminate in upturned lips 

for strengthening the members 17. 
placed on the ground 

and covered with dirt to the desired depth in a 
which theseed is planted. Heat from the 
elements‘ 9 may then be had to the desired 

cross member 4 and has con- ' 
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degree through the medium of the control 
switch 15. The heating elements 9 may be 
used simultaneously or separately as desired. 

It is believed that the many advantages of 
a device constructed in accordance with this 
invention will be readily understood, and al 
though the preferred embodiment of the in 
vention is as illustrated and described, it is to 
be understood that changes in the details of 
construction may be had which will fall 
within the scope of the invention as claimed. 
What is claimed is 1 
1. A device of the character described com 

prising a horizontally disposed frame of sub 
stantially rectangular form and including 
longitudinal side members, a pair of end 
cross members, an intermediate cross mem 
her, and a pair of intermediate longitudinal 
members extending between the intermedi 
ate cross member and one of the end cross 
members, all of said members having com 
municating grooves in their upper sides, 
electric heating elements disposed in the 
grooves, means electrically connecting the 
elements with. a source of electric current 
supply, said means including a control switch. 

2. A device of the character described com 
prising a horizontally disposed skeleton 
frame formed of inverted channel members, 
said channel members having their tops 
formed to provide spaced, parallel, commu 
nicating grooves, electric heating elements 
disposed in the grooves, and means for elec 
trically connecting the heating elements with 
a source of electric current supply, said means 
including a control switch. 

3. A device of the character described com 
prising a horizontally disposed skeleton 
frame formed of inverted channel members, 
said channel members having their tops 
formed to provide spaced, parallel, com~ 
municating grooves, electric heating elements 
disposed in the grooves, and means for elec 
trically connecting the heating elements with 
a source of electric current supply, said 
means including a control switch, integral, 
inturned flanges on the free longitudinal 
edges of the inverted channel members, and 
upturned lips on the inner edges of the in 
turned flanges. 

4s A device of the character described com— 
prising a substantially rectangular, horizon 
tally disposed skeleton frame, maid frame in 
cluding longitudinal side members and trans 
verse end members extending between the end 
portions of the side members, the frame fur~ 
ther including an intermediate cross mem— 
ber extending between the side members ad 
jacent one of the end members and in spaced, 
parallel relation thereto, the frame still fur 
thor including spaced, parallel, longitudinal 
intermediate members extending between the 
intermediate cross member and the other end 
member and disposed inwardly of the side 
members in spaced parallelism therewith, 

electric heating elements extending around 
the members constituting the frame, and 
means for connecting the heating elements 
with a source of electric current supply. 
In testimony whereof we a?ix our signa» 

tures. AUGUST VAN DAMME. 
HARRY MAENNER. 
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