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This invention relates to fastening means, 
and with regard to certain more speci?c fea 
tures, to means for fastening and/or tylng 
strands. , . 

Among the several objects of the invention 
may be noted the provision of a fastening 
means for joining cords, strands or the like; 
the provision of a method of fastening a 
cord with said fastening means which af 
fords a simple, rapid and positive fastening 
of said cord, and which also a?’ords a simple 
and rapid unfastening of ‘said cord; and, the 
provision of a fastening means of the class 
described which is simple to operate, not 
bulky, and easy to manufacture. Other ob 
jects will be in part obvious and in part 
pointed out hereinafter. ' 
The invention accordingly comprises the 

elements and combinations of elements, fea 
tures of construction, and arrangements of 
parts which will be exempli?ed. in- the struc 
ture hereinafter described, and the scope of 
the application of which will be indicated in 
the following claims. ~ 
In the accompanving drawings, in‘ which 

is illustrated several of various possible em 
bodiments of the invention. I s 

Fig. 1 shows a fastening means, applied 
to tie the closing cords of a bag; 

Fig. 2 is an enlarged plan view of the 
fastening means of Fig. 1, showing cords to 
be fastened in the ?rst step of the fastening 

' operation ; 
Fig. 3 is a view similar to Fig. 2 but show 

ing the cords nearly fastened; 
Fig. 4 is a view similar to Fig. 3 but show 

ing the cords fastened; - . 
Fig. 5 is an enlarged sectional view taken 

on line 5—5 of Fig. 4; _ s 
Fig. 6 shows a modi?ed‘ shape of the fas 

tening means; and, _ 
Fig. 7 is a view similar to Fig. 2 but show 

ing a cord joined to said fastening means. ' 
Similar reference characters indicate cor 

responding parts throughout the several 
views of the drawings. 

Referrin now more particularly to Fig. 
1v there is s own at numeral 1 a ba' or con 
tainer formed from a fabric 3. It 1s advan 
tageous to close the mouth of such a container 

by constricting said mouth, by winding a 
draw string or strand or cord 6therearound, 
and tying the endsv5 and 7 of the cord, as 
shown in Fig. 1. It is to be understood that 
strand, or cord, as referred to im lies any 
thread, string or twine or like astening 
means and that-the same may be woven 
through, the material of the bag on the loom. 
This method of closing the bag is preferable 
in some instances to sewing the mouth of 
the bag. 
Formerlyvin closing the mouth of a bag 

with a cord, the ends of the cord were tied in 
a knot. Certain disadvantages arose from 
this method of fastening the ends in that the 
tying was slow and/or resulted in a loose 
knot. If the knot tying the ends together 
was loose, the product contained within the 
bag 1 would escape‘ from'the mouth. If the 
knot was tight, the person opening the bag 
would either cut the cord, such as 6, or tear 
the bag, thereby reducing the subsequent 
value of the bag. \ 
I have overcome the necessity of tying a 

knot in the cord 6, and have provided a clo 
sure means or fastening means which is 
adapted to eifect a rapid positive tying of 
the ends 5 and 7 after the cord 6 has been 
drawn tightly around the mouth 2, of the 
bag 1, and which also enables a rapid and 
non-destructive untying of the ends 5 and 
7. Broadly, my invention comprises the 
placing of a loop of strand around a fasten 
ing means and frictionally holding the juxta 
posed strands leading from said loop. ' 

vReferring now more particularly to Fig. 
2 there is ‘shown at numeral 9 the fastening 
means, formed from a sheet of, preferably, 
elastic material, such as for instance vulca 
nized ?bre,'cardboard, metals, a thin‘slab of 
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wood, or molded bakelite. The sheet 9 has ' 
a head portion 11, which has a hole 19 formed 
substantially in the center thereof. A slit 
or passage 15, extends vfrom the outer edge 
of the sheet 9 to the hole 19, and at substan 
tially right angles to a longitudinal center 
line through the sheet 9. The outer end of 
the passage 15 is notched as shown at nu 
meral 17 . A notch 21 is also formed on the 

‘ head portion 11, and is substantially opposite 100 
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the notch 17. The hole 19 is sui?ciently large 
to snugly accommodate four passages there 
through of the cord 6. The slit 15 prefer 
ably comprises only a cut through the sheet 
9, and consequently can only accommodate 
the cord 6 by bending either or both of the 
sides of the slot 15, out of the plane of the 
sheet 9 (see Fig. 2) . 
The tab 13 of the sheet 9 provides a sub 

stantial ?nger hold or purchase on the fasten 
ing means 9 while said means is being applied 
by the operator to the cord 6. This tab may 
assume any shape or be omitted as shown in 
Fig. 6. 
To fasten the ends 5 and 7, of the cord 6, 

together with the fastening means 9, and 
at the same time to form a tight closure of 
'the mouth 2, of the bag 1, the ends 5 and 7 
are forced into the slit 15 and through it into 
the hole 19. This is accomplished by holding 
the ends 5 and 7 in one hand, the tab 13 in 
the other, positioning the portion 41 of the 
ends 5 and'7 in the notch 17 and forcing the 
ends to slide intothe'hole 19. The sides 16 
and 18 bend to allow the entrance of the ends 
5 and 7. The ends 5 and 7 thus positioned 
in the hole 19, are pulled therethrough until 
the cord 6 assumes a taut position around 
the mouth 2 of the bag 1, as shown in Fig. 1. 
The ends 5 and 7 are now passed around the 
means 9, into the notch 21 and around into 
the notch 17, and again forced through the 
slit 15, and into the hole 19, and the fastening 
is thereby completed. Fig. 3 shows the ends 
5 and 7 partially positioned. Fig. 4: shows 
the ends 5 and 7 ?nally positioned in the hole , 
19, and the fastening operation completed. 

It is to be noted that the hole 19 now tightly 
holds the ends 5 and 7 inasmuch as it is only 
large enough to tightly, and hence friction 
ally, hold the four passes of the cord 6. How 
ever, if desired, the hole 19 may be made 
larger, in order that the ends 5 and 7 make 
another turn around the fastening means 9, 
that is, through the notch 21 and back again. 
Referring now more particularly to Fig. 

5, the ends 5 and 7 coming directly from 
. the mouth of the bag 1, against which they 
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are pushed as shown at numeral 23, cannot 
be pulled through the fastening means 9 be 
cause of the frictional contact between the 
loop 28 of the cord 6, and the fastening means 
9, located at the corner 27, the corner 29, the 
corner 31. and the tight ?t in the hole 19, 
as indicated at numeral These points of 
friction make it substantially impossible for 
the loop 28 tobe drawn around the means 9 
and thus impossible for the extension of the 
ends 5 and 7, as indicated at numerals 23 and 
25, to be pulled from the fastening means 
9 by pulling the cord 6 therearound. 
To untie or unfasten the ends 5 and 7 it is 

only necessary to force the ends 5 and 7 out 
through the slit 15, unwind the ends 5 and 
7 from the sheet 9 and pull the sheet 9 away 
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from the bag 1, thus pullin the ends 5 and 7 
through the hole 19 and nally out of the 
hole 19. The positioning of the portion of 
the ends 5 and 7 in the hole 19 prevents the 
ends 5 and 7 from being inadvertently re 
moved from the sheet 9. 
As has been mentioned hereinbefore, as 

many turns as desired may be made about 
the fastening means 9. In most instances, 
however, one turn is su?icient. 

Fig. 6 shows a modi?cation of the shape 
of the fastening means, and in which the tab 
13 has been omitted. This form is desirable 
when large cords are to be fastened and con 
sequently where larger fastening means 9 are 
desirable. The larger size of the fastening 
means 9 makes the extended portion 13 un 
necessary. 
As shown in Fig. 7, one end of the cord 

6 may be secured in the fastening means 9 
by means of a hole 35 and a knot 37. When 
using this modi?cation of the fastening 
means 9, the cord 6 is merely wound around 
the mouth of the bag 2, rather than woven 
into the fabric 3, and the end 7 of the cord 
is terminated in the head portion 11 of the 
fastening means 9 as hereinbefore described. 
It is noted that when this method of fasten 
ing is used, the hole 19 is preferably made 
smaller than that shown in Figs. 2, 3 and 4, 
inasmuch as only one turn of the cord 6 is 
made around the fastening means, and only 
two passes of the cord 6 are made through 
the hole 19. 
The tabs or extensions 13 formed on the 

fastening means 9 may be stamped or other 
wise marked to designate the quantity and/or 
kind of material contained in the bag. Fur 
ther, these fastening means may be made in 
different colors, each color representing a 
certain quality and/or quantity. Further 
the brand or packer’s name or any other name 
may be printed or stamped on the fasten 
mg means. _ 

An advantage of the fastening means is 
the rapidity with which a positive closure 
may be formed around the mouth of the bag 
by means of a cord. Another advantage is 
the rapidity with which the tying thus 
formed may be unfastened. Another advan 
tage is that bags, such as the container 1, will 
not be destroyed by destructively opening 
them, inasmuch as workmen can open the 
bags more easily by undoing the tie formed 
with the fastening means 9 than by tearing 
the bag open. 

In view of the above, it will be seen that 
the several objects of the invention are 
achieved and other advantageous results at 
tained. 
As many changes could be made in carry 

ing out the above constructions without de 
parting from the scope of the invention, it is 
intended that all matter contained in the 
above description or shown in the accom 
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anying drawings shall be interpreted as il 
ustrative and not in a limitingsense. 
I claim: - 
1. A strand fastening means co rising 

a sheet of material having an opening ormed - 
therein for receiving strand leads of a loop, 
said sheet having a passage connecting said 
0 ening and an edge of said sheet for the po 
sltioning of said strand leads in said open 
ing, said sheet also having a notch substan 
tially opposite and substantially in align 
ment with said passage, whereby-when said 
strand leads are positioned around the por 
tion of said means between said opening 
and notch, said notch and opening hold said 
strand leads. 

2. A. strand fastening means com rising 
a sheet of material having an opening ormed 
therein for receiving strand leads of a loop, 
said sheet having a passage connecting said 
opening and an edge of said sheet for the 
positioning of said strand leads in said open 
ing, said sheet also having a notch substan 
tially opposite and substantially in alignment 
with said passage, whereby when said strand 
leads are positioned around the portion of 
said means between said opening and notch, 
said notch and opening hold said strand 
leads, said opening being adapted to fric 
tionaly hold said leads and an extension tab 
formed laterally of said passage. 

3. A strand fastening means comprising a 
strip of material having formed therein a 
strand receiving hole and a slit connecting 
said hole and the outer edge of said strip, ' 
said strip also having a notch at the outer 
end of said slit, and a notch substantially op 
positely disposed to said ?rst-named notch 
and substantially in alignment with said slit, 
said hole, slit, and notches bein adapted to 
receive portions of‘a strand in rictional en- ' 
gagement for fastening said strand, said 
strand being easily but not inadvertently r_e~ 
movable ‘from said receiving portions for un 
fastening said strand. I _ 
In‘testimony whereof, I have si ed my 

name to this speci?cation this 231gl1 day of 
March, 1931. - - 

CHARLES V. BRADY. j p 
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