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This invention relates to im rovements in 
electric receptacles and outlet xes and has 

\ for an object the provision of means'whereby 
an outlet box for receiving one or more dou 
ble electric receptacles may be e?eotiv'ely sub 
divided so that di?'erent types of service wires 
may be connected to the op" site sides-of a 

- double receptacle without anger of arcing 
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between the several circuits. _ 
Another object is to provide'a rece tacle 

and barrier or partition member whic may 
be mounted in existing outlet box installation. 
Another object is to rovide a construction 

for the ‘purposes states that is adaptable to 
single and double outlet boxes. 
Anotherobject is ‘to rovide a'construc'tion 

whereby destruction oi) the receptacle is nec 
essary to remove the partition member. 

These and other‘ ‘objects are attained by 
the means described herein, and disclosed in 
the accompanying drawings in which :~ 

7 Fig. 1 is a top plan view of a‘ double outlet 
box having'receptacle and partition means 
of the invention operatively mounted therein. 

Fig. 2 is a cross-sectional view taken on 
. line 2-2 of Fig. 1. I 
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Fig. 3 is a cross-sectional view‘ taken on 
line 3——-3 of Figf'l. ‘ a‘ _ y ; 

Fig. 4 is a plan view of a partition member 
forming a‘ detail of the invention. 

‘ ' Fig. 5 is a side elevational view of the de 
vice ‘shown in Fig. 4. ’ I . , . 

»- Fig.6 is a’ plan view of a removable sup; 
'plemental' partition of the invention. 

Fig. 7- is a side elevational view of the par 
tition shown in Fig. 6. l . ~ 

In present day electrical wiring installa 
tions .it is common practice to provide out 
let boxes adapted ‘to receive double electric 
receptacles and it is likewise common to con 
nect two of the usual outlet boxes and‘to 
install two double electric receptacles there 
in without the necessity for partitions or 
b'arrierswhen the wiring is all of the same 
type of service. For reasons of safety the un 
derwriters’ code prohibits the introduction. 
of two di?erent types of service wires into 
a-single outlet. box. The principal object 
of the present invention is to arrange for the 
compact and localized outlet of ,more than 

> , 1’ I)‘ _ I . I 

one type of service wire and to this end pro 
VldeS means com rising partitions so that 
the ordinary 011 at box is effectively and 
completely subdivided into separate coni 
‘partments, thereby complying fully with 
the spirit and rule' of the underwriters’ code 
and at the same time eliminating much of - 
they cost which would arise from the necessity 
of maldng two separate installations.‘ 

‘ 'Thc most common use to which a subdi 
vided outlet box of the type referred to 
would be put is that of providing recep 
tacle means wherein radio ground and an 
tenna wires may be connected at one side 
and the usual electric house current connected 
at the other side. With the means of the 
present invention substantially the ordinary ' 
electric receptacle'may be transformed to 
use for di?erent double service and effective 
protection against arcing between the two 
sets of wires. associated with the receptacle 
so that when it is installed in the usual out-> 
vlet box these different services are entirely 
separated. 'In Fig. 1 there is shown in plan‘ 
two of the ordinary outlet boxes connected 
together to form the ordina . 4 x 4 outlet 
opening. As is well known'lt'iiese boxes are 
made withiremovable' sides. provided with 
interlocking parts so that it is possible to 
connect several to form one enlarged box. 
In‘the drawings the box 10 is shown with 
out a receptacle andthe box’ 11‘is shown con 
nected thereto with a double receptacle ‘of 

. the invention positioned therein. The recep 
tacle body 12 has substantially the usual form, 
being elongated and havin its opposite side 
edges 13 and 14, arranged to e suitably spaced 
from the side walls 15 of an outlet box. The 
side edges 13 and 14 are recessed intermediate 
their opposite‘ ends forming transverse slots 
16. These slots extend the entire depth of the 
receptacle and are about 11; inch in width so 
that they may snugly receive the opgiosite 
ed es of a barrier or partition membero equal 
wirglth as hereinafter described. The slots 16 
are deepened near the bottom of the receptacle 
by inclining the bottom of the slots toward 
the middle of the receptacle as at 17. One, 
side of the receptacle has the usual parallel 
contact apertures 18 providing access for 
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the prongs of an electric connector lug to 
the usual contacts (not shown) disposed 
within the usual recesses 19 in the receptacle. 
In the .present embodiment the usual elevate 
ing top portion 20 of the receptacle is marked 
“electric” or with some similar suitable in 
dicia to denote its use. The opposite side 
of the receptacle has a similar portion or 
boss 20 on its top face suitably marked at 
21 to indicate the character of the service 
wires connected thereto (e. g. radio) and, 
in this case the contact apertures 22 are set 
at angles to the slots 18 and to each other. 
These slots may be further marked A. and 
G. to indicate antenna and ground connec 
tions so that‘ the antenna circuit of a radio‘ 
may be properly plugged into this side of a 
receptacle. 
In view of the close proximity of these 

plug receptacles for wires of different serv 
me, it is necessary to provide a barrier 23 
transverse to the receptacle and box so that 
when the complete double ‘receptacle is in 

- serted in a single outlet box, that box will 
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be positively divided into two non-communi 
eating compartments. Referring now to 
Figs. 4 and 5 it will be noted that the barrier 
23 consists of a plate of sheet material (pref 
erably steel) or" such thickness as to snugly 
?t within the slots 16 in the receptacle side 
edges and this plate is of a width such that 
its edges 24 may slidably abut the side walls 
of a single outlet box. The top edge 25 of 
'the barrier or partition is cut away inter 
mediate the side edges 24 forming an open 
ing 29 correspondin in‘ shape with the cen 
ter cross-section of t e receptacle body 12 as 
shown in cross-section in Fig. 3. In this way 
‘the opposed inside edges 26 of theopening 
enter the slots 16 and the inclined restricting 
edges 27 contact with the inclined portions 1? 
of the bottom of the slots 16.- Immediately 

_ below these inclined edges 27 the plate 23 has 
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parallel sided opposed notches 28 providing, 
together with the normal opening 29 a slot 
through which the usual separate bottom in 
sulating plate 30 for the ‘receptacle may be~ 
inserted at right angles to the "barrier 23. 
Immediately adjacent this is a somewhat re 
stricted opening 31 which receives the usual 
metallic strap 32 which extends longitudinal: 
ly across the bottom of insulating plate 30, 
andalso has its. opposite ends turned'up 
wardly at right angles forming arms 33 seat 

. ed in suitable depressions in the end edges 
of both the insulating plate and the recep 
tacle body. The arms 33 have the usual 
slotted flanges 34 extending outwardly there 
fro nd these are employed to mount the 
r eptacle and box in the well-known man 
or. The barrier 23 also vhas a restricted 
otch 35 communicating with the strap slot 
1 for seating the end 36 of a rivet 37 which 

e d_s through the receptacle body, insulat 
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ing plate, and the strap and securely fastens 
them together against removal. 

It wil 
receptacle, the strap 32, a rivet 37, an the 
insu atin plate 30 may be placed together 
and may e inserted transversely through the 
slot 31 and notches 28 of the barrier and, 
when substantially centrally positioned the 
receptacle body 12 may be entered into the 
opening 29 until the edges 27 of the plate 
seat ?rmly against the angular bottom walls‘ 
17 of the slot and‘ the edges 26 are seated snug’ 
ly in the slots 16 of the receptacle body. The 
rivet extending through coinciding perfora 
tions in the strap, insulating plate and re 
ceptacle body, may now be u set or headed 
whereupon the barrier is osltively secured) 
against removal from the s ot. 
The invention has been thus far ex lained 

as used particularly with a single outlet box, 
which usually has an opening of 2"x4", al 
though the drawings show the complete 
structure for effectively dividing and sep~ 
arating the two sets of wires (i. e. radio and 
house current wires) from each other and 
from an additional connected outlet box. 
This double outlet box is formed by dispos 
ing of adjacent sidewalls of apair of 2"x4” 
single boxes, and connecting the boxes to 
gether to form a single larger box b means 
of the suitable lugs on one box ?tting into 
notches in the other. This connecting means 
is a matter of common practice and forms no 
part of the present invention and need not be 
detailed herein. The present invention is 
applied-to this larger or comblned outlet box 
by providing the barrier 23 with an integral 
lug extending ?ush with and at right'angles 
to the edge 24. The lu 38 has perforations 
39 therein. A lo'ngitu inal auxiliary parti 
tion plate 40 has threaded holes 41 matched‘ 
with holes 39rso that when screws 42 are 
inserted through them the partition 40 com 
letely separates one half of the large box 
,rom the other and the last mentioned half 
is again divided in two by barrier 23. The 
usual knockouts for receivin wire conduits 
are‘provided in the boxes. 
ceptacle (not shown) may be mounted in the 
undivided half of the double box, or it may 
obviously be subdivided/by employing a re 
ceptacle and ‘barrier of this‘ inventlon if 
needed. If desired the ends of screws 38 may 
be burred' or spread to preclude subsequent 
separation of the barrier 23, and partition 40. 
This practice is desirable so that unauthor 
ized. omission of these membersisrendcred 
impossible once the structure has been 1n 
stalled by an experienced electrician and yet‘ 
the parts are originally adaptable to either 
construction and the need for special parts 
is eliminated; The device is simple of man 

low cost. ' 
It should be understood that the term out-i 

ny suitable re- ' 

now be seen that ,in assemblin the ' 
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let box is not used in a limiting sense but is 
intended to include all housings that are 
suitable for the reception of what is known 
to the trade as “duplex receptacles,” or their 
equivalent. Many modi?cations within the 
scope of my invention will occur to those 
skilled in the art, therefore, I do not limit 
myself to the speci?c embodiment shown. 
What is claimed is: 
1. In combination with an outlet box hav 

ing the, usual walls, of a double electric re 
ceptacle body having opposed slots in its side 
edges, an insulating plate for the bottom of 
the receptacle, a mounting clip strap to sup 
port the plate and receptacle in the box, a 
arrier comprising a sheet of non-combus 

tible material cut out at the top forming 
edges adapted to be seated in the slots in the 
receptacle body, ‘said barrier being also 
slotted to receive the strap and plate and 
means to secure the plate, strap and recep 
tacle together so that the barrier is secured 
against removal b the plate and the re 
ceptacle body, the barrier s'ervin to isolate 
the opposite ends of the receptac e in oppo 
site ends of the outlet box. . 

2. In a device of the class described the 
combination of a double electric receptacle 
body having opposed slots at the center of 
its side edges, an insulatin plate extending 
across the bottom of the ody and closing 
the slots at the bottom, a U-shaped strap ex-. 
tending longitudinallysoverthe bottom of 
said plate and over the end edges of the plate 
and body, a barrier of non-combustible sheet 
'material cut inwardly from-its top edge for 
entry into the slots in the body,_said barrier 
also having opposed notches to permit the 
plate and strap to enter the ba?le trans 
versely of the ba?le, and means for ?xing the 
strap, plate, and receptacle together whereby 
the barrier is retained against removal. 

3. In combination a double electric recep 
tacle body havin slots in its opposed side 
edges, a non-com ustible barrier cut out to 
provide edges slidable in the slots, an in 
sulating plate on the bottom of the body 
closing the slots, the barrier having an open‘ 
ing wherein the plate is slidablertransversely 
of the barrier, a strap extending longitudii 
nally across the bottom of the plate and 
through the barrier and means securing the 
strap, plate, and body together whereby the 
plate and body retain the barrier against 
removal. ' ' 

4. As a new article of manufacture a dou 
ble electric receptacle having a laterally and 
\rear'wardly extending barrier attached there 
to between the outlets thereof whereby, when 
the receptacle is mounted in an outlet box, the 
barrier completely isolates the opposite ends 
of the receptacle from one another. 

5. As a new article of manufacture a du 
plex electric receptacle having a plate per 
manently secured transversely between the 

outlets thereof projecting from the rear of 
said receptacle and providing an interior 
dividing wall for an outlet box in which the 
receptacle may be mounted. 

6. In combination an outlet box, a recep 
tacle mounted atone side of the box and par 
tition means supported by the receptacle 
whereby the box is divided into three sepa 
rate compartments, the opposite end or 
tions of the receptacle bein dispose in 
isolated relation in two of sai separate com 
partments. - 

7. In combination, an 'outlet box, a recep 
tacle having a plurality of outlets opening 
on one face, and a barrier engaging with the 
receptacle intermediate its ends whereby the 
outlet box is divided into isolated compart 
ments one for each outlet. 

8. In combination? an electric receptacle 
having Islots across its side ed es parallel 
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with its ends, an insulating p ate and a 
strap, and a barrier plate out out at its top to 
provide an opening through which said in- ' 
sulating plate and strap may be introduced 
at right angles to the barrier plate and into 
which the slotted receptacle may be moved 
in a direction longitudinally of the barrier 
plate to abut said insulating plate, the in 
sulating plate and receptacle body mutually 
cooperating to preclude movement of the 
barrier plate in any direction when said in 
sulating plate and receptacle are in said 
abutting relation. 

9. The combination with an outlet box of 
an attachment plug receptacle having a plu 
rality of outlets opening came face, and 
partitioning means cooperating with said re 
ceptacle and box to divide said ‘box into a 
plurality of isolated compartments,‘ each of 
the outlets of said receptacle being located 
in a di?erent compartment. 

10. The combination with an outlet box of 
an attachment plug receptacle having a plu 
rality of outlets opening on one face, and 
partitioning means secured to said receptacle 
and cooperating with said box to divide said 
box into a plurality of isolated compartments 
each of the outlets of said receptacle being 
located in a different com 'artment-._ 

11. The'combina-tion wit an outlet box, of 
a duplex electric receptacle having its outlets 
opening on one face, and partitioning means 
cooperating with said box and receptaclebto 
‘divide said box into two isolated. compart 
ments ,with one outlet of the receptacle in 
‘each compartment. ‘ _ ' . . g 

12. The'combination with: an outlet box, of 
‘a duplex electric receptacle having itsv out-_ 
lets opening on one- face and partitioning ' 
means cooperating'with said‘box and recep 
tacle to divide said box into two isolated com 

I partments with one outlet of the receptacle 
in. each compartment, the top of said parti 
tioning means having a pro?le similar to the 
cross-section of the portion of the receptacle 

90 

95 

100 

105 

110 

lac ' 



15 

25 

40 

45 

w 

55 

with which said partitioning means cooper 
ates. 

13. The combination comprising an electric 
receptacle having a plurality of outlets open 
ing on one face, a separate pair of wire ter 
minals for each outlet, and a plate secured 
to said receptacle between the terminals of 
one outlet and the terminals of the other, 
whereby to isolate one outlet from the other 
when said receptacle is placed in an outlet 
box, said plate being approximately equal 
in ‘width and depth to the box in which said 
receptacle is placed. ' _ 

14. An attachment plug receptacle having 
a plurality of outlets, partitioning means 
recessed at one edge, slots cut into the sides 
of saidreceptacle for the ‘reception of those . 
edges of said partitioning means which are 
around the recess, whereby when said parti 
tioning means and receptacle are placed in 
a housing said ‘partitioning means completely 
isolates the outlets of the receptacle from one - 
another. 

15. An attachment plug receptacle having 
a plurality of outlets, slots in thesides of said 
receptacle, a partition recessed at one edge 
for engagement in said slots while extending 
rearwardly from said receptacle to form a 
dividing wall for a housing in which said 
receptacle may be mounted. ‘ 

I6. An attachment plug receptacle having 
a plurality. of outlets, in combination with 
a rearwardly extending partitioning means 
engaging with said receptacle between said 
outlets whereby when said receptacle is 
mounted in a housing, said partitioning means 
completely isolates the outlets of the recep' 
tacle from one another. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto 
subscribed my name this 24th day of Decem 
ber, 1929. , 

NORBERT G. HAERING. , 


