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This invention relates to an improved de 
vice embodying complemental means for tak 
ing foot impressions in a plaster of Paris cast 
to aid in the construction of footwear. , 
More speci?cally, the invention hasref 

erence to an improved and simple method 
and means for obtaining a plaster of Paris 
impression ‘of the foot for the purpose of 
making custom made shoes to measure, arch 
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10 supports, foot braces, elastic stockings or, 
other mechanical device or support which 
may prescribed by a doctor, surgeonor chi 
ropodist. ‘ ' 

Brie?y stated, the device comprises a mold 
15 of foot shaped .design embodying a base, and 

a sectional foot shaped shell for con?ning 
the plaster of Paris about the foot to produce , 
accurate impressions. 
In the drawings: 
Figure 1 is a side elevational view of the 

improved mold, showing the manner in 
which the cast is made and indicating the 
foot positioned therein in dotted lines. 
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F inure 2 is a view of the mold with the 
ID 

25 sections of the shell swung open. , > 
Figure 3 is a‘ vertical sectional view 

' through the mold. ' ‘ ~~ 

In the drawings, the reference character. 
6 designates a main base which 1S of approprl-v 

so ate dimensions and somewhat ovate in out 
line. This is provided on its bottom with 
rubber tipped rests or supporting feet 7. LRis 
ing from the back of the plate is‘a ‘pintle 8 on 
which the sections of the shell like mold 9 are 

35 hingedly mounted. As shown in Figure 2, 
the shell is made up of a pair of duplicate 
half sections and each section is composed of 
a lower portion 10 and an upper portion 11. 
The upper portion in each instance has an 

40 opening 12 formed therein and on the outside 
and in register with the openingis the small 

' receptacle 13 operated as a funnel. As before 
indicated this mold is of general foot shaped 
form. In carrying out the molding process, 

45 I provide a toe shield 14c so constructedas to 
permit it to be ?tted over the toes to prevent 
accumulation of the plaster of Paris between 
the toes. In addition, I provide a pair of 
wires or tapes 15 and 16 located in the front 

50 and back portions of the mold respectively as 

'shownin Figure 1 and centrally arranged in 
order-‘to ‘serve 1n slicingthe plaster of Paris 
cast into half sections to permit removal." 

, The - reference character 17- in‘ Figure 3, 
deslgnates. a pad which is placed upon the top 
of the mainbase .6. ' 'This pad is preferably 
constructed of two ‘similar, sections of’ card 
board -18. ‘ * < " ' , 

A suitable retaining clip 25 maybe at 
tached to the main base, to hold the‘sections 
‘ofth'e mold closed. ~ Anyappropriate fast 
ening meansmay be employed for this pur 
jposeys'such as hook and eyes or mere pivoted 
clips. , . 

The method of use is as follows: 
' The foot should be clean and dry with the 
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hair shavedoff up to about three inches , 
above the ankle joint. The removable toe 
‘shield or‘ protector ‘is then slipped over the 
fore foot in order to cover the toes as indicat 
ed ‘in dotted lines in Figure 1. Then apply 
petroleum jelly or dust the footthoroughly 
with talcum powder, rubbing it Well into the 
pores, I then place the oval shaped card 
board pad on, the main platform of the foot 
impress and place the foot as nearly in the 
middle as'possible. ‘ , 

The wires or tapes 15 are then placed in 
position; ' It’is the object here to place the v _ 
wire 15 up and over the forward portion and ' 
ankle somewhat as indicated in Figure 1 and 
to place the wire 16 against the heel and ex 
tended up and out ‘through the top of the 
mold. The extended end portion may be at 
tached to prevent temporary displacement 
by wrapping a piece of adhesive tape around 
the ankle and wire end. ' , 
The patient'may sit' on a chair but prefer 

ably assumes a standing posture with the 
body weight equally distributed on both feet. 1‘ ' 
The sections of the mold are‘then closed, it 

being necessary to first close ‘the lower por 
tions 10 of the halfsections and to tempo 
rarily leave the upper portions 11 of said 
half sections“ open, I disolve gradually the 
contents‘ of one box of plaster of Paris in 
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an appropriate amount of lukewarm water,‘ ‘ 
stirring constantly until a free flowing plast 
er of Paris is obtained, and‘ I then pour it 
into the closed lower, section or division ‘of 7' 100 ' 
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from the foot. 
the pad 17 adheres to the plaster of Paris 

the mold. Then the upper portions 11 are 
closed and fastened in place and the remain 
ing plaster is poured into them through the 
funnels 13 and the openings 12, the mold 
being ?lled to substantially the top. The a 7 
foot is allowed to remain here for a prede 
termined length of time. Then the mold is 
opened and wires 15 and 16 are pulled down 
to slice the cast into two parts. Then I re 
move the two sections or parts of the cast 

The cardboard section of 

cast. 1 ' 7 

It is believed that by considering the de 
scription in connection with the drawings, a 
clear understanding of the operation, con- 7 

’ struct1on,and featuresjand advantages ‘oi 
the inventionwill be clear. Consequently a 
more lengthy description will be regarded 
as unnecessary. , _ > 7 

Minor changes in the shape, size and re 
arrangement of parts coming within the ?eld 
of invention claimed may be resorted to, if 
desired. 7 V 

I claim. 
In a structure of the class described, sub 

stantially ovate base, plate having support- , 
I ing feet, a hinge pintle connected to and 
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rising from one end of said plate, a foot 
shaped molding shell comprising a pair of 
duplicate halfsections hingedly mounted on 
said pintle, each half section being composed 
of upper and lower relatively swingablepor 
tions, said upper portions being formed with 
?ller openings, and adjacent receptacles 
mounted'on and projecting laterally from 
the sides of the upper portions and com 
municating with the openings and operating 
as funnels, ‘ I - 

In testimony whereof Ia?ix my signature. I 
FREDERICK J. PIERCE. 
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