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It is one object of the present invention to 
provide a box that may be quickly and easily 
collapsed into a small and compact package 
for storage or transportation. . 

It is another object of the invention to pro 
vide a box of the character indicated that 
may be collapsed into a substantially solid 
rectangular package without objectionable 
projecting parts. Ó y 

It is still another object of the invention 
to provide a box of the character indicated 
in which there are no loose parts that may 
become separated from the other members 
of the box. 

Finally, it is an object of the invention to 
provide a box of the character indicated that 
will be economical to manufacture, simple in 
form and construction, solid and substantial 
when assembled, strong, durable` and highly 
efficient in its practical application. 

Ins‘the drawings: » 
Figure 1 is a perspective illustration of a 

box elnbodying our invention, parts broken 
awayand partly in section. 
Figure 2 is a perspective illustration of a 

portion of a box embodying our invention in 
a partially collapsed condition. . 

Y Figure 3 is a side elevation of the box when 
in a completely collapsed condition. 

Referring now more particularly to the 
drawings, we show at 1-1 the two sides of 
the box, each side being the full length of 
the complete box, andA being equal to the 
height of the box less the thieknessrof the 
cover. 

Since the two halves of the box when di- A 
vided by a vertical plane passing longitudi 
nally through its center are identical in con 
struction, one side will be described in detail 
and corresponding parts of the other side will 
be indicated by simliar reference characters 
followed by the letter “a”, it being under 
stood that the end, bottom and top members 
hereinafter referred to extend to this median y 
plane when the box is expanded. 
At 2 is a top member equal in length to the 

side 1 and positioned on the top of the side 
member with one of its longer edges lying 
flush with the outer surface of the said side, 
and secured to the side by. means of hinges: 
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as 3 having their pivot pins at the upper edge 
of the top as shown. This method of mount-` 
.ing permits the top to be 'swung from its nor 
mal horizontal position to a vertical position 
against the'outer side of the side l upon which 
it is mounted. i 
The bottom member 4 is positioned with 

one of its longer edges abutting the inner 
surface of the side element 1 with its lower 
face lying flush with the lower edge' of the ' 
said side, and is mounted on the saÍid side by 
means of hinges ölpositioned with their pivot 
pins in the angle between the said bottom 
and side as shown. By means of this con 
struction the bottom member may be folded 
up’flat against the innelnsurface of the side 
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upon which it is mounted. Since the end 
members are to be placed within the length 
of the side ‘element it is necessary that the 
bottom member be made shorter. than the 

- side 1 at both ends. 
At each end of the side 1 is an end member 

65 each end member being equal in height to 
the side 1 and normallypositioned _with one 
edge abutting the inner surface of the side 
upon which it is mounted and with its outer 
surface lying flush with the adjacent end of 
side 1. Each end member 6 i's mounted upon 
the side'element by means of hinges as 7 , the 
pivot pins of the hinges 7 being spaced a dis 
tance from the side 1 substantially equal to 
the thickness of the bottom members 4. By 
means of this construction whens the bottom 
member 4 is folded up against the side 1 the 
end member 6 may be folded inwardly and 
flat against the folded bottom member. 
Each end member 6 is connected to the oppos 
ing edge of the adjacent end member 6a by a 
hinge 8 folding inwardly and provided at 
their lower ends with inwardly directed 
plates 9 adapted to receive and support the 
inner edges of the bottom members 4~4a 
when the box is extended. A 
When the box is assembled as described 

and extended asshown in Figure 1 each pair ` 
of ends 6-6a lie in the same plane and the 
bottom - parts Het rest upon the plates 
9-9a. The bottom members 4-_-4a are fitted 
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snugly between the ends so that when in this _ 
position the ends are effectually locked ín an 
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extended position. When the top is closed 
the two parts 2-2a rest upon the uppen edges 
ofV the side and end members and meet along 
the center of the box to" completely close the 
same.  

To collapse the box it is only necessary to 
swing the top members 2-2a into parallel 
relation with the side upon which it is 
mounted and in Contact with its outer sur 
face, and then fold the bottom members Ll-Aa 
up against the inner sides of the sides 11a,. 
The end members 6_6@ may now be col 
lapsed inwardly on their connecting hinges 8 
and mountings 7-7a. This being accom 
plished the side, top,'bottom an-d end mem 
bers all lie in parallel relation to each other 
to form a solid package without objection 
able projections of any kind and to form as 
compact a package as the dimensions of the y 
material used will permit. 

It is to be understood, of course, that while 
We have herein shown and described but one 
specific embodiment of the invention, changes 
in form, construction, and method of assem 
bly and operation may be made within the' 
scope of the appended claim. 
ÑVe claim: 

.-A box comprising two symmetrical com 
plementary portions, each portion consisting 
of a side supporting member, a top member 
pivotally mounted thereon‘to fold into par 
allel relation therewith against its outer side, 
a bottom member hinged to said supporting _ 
member at the inner plane of said supporting 
member to fold so as to lie against said inner 
plane, an end member hingedlymounted on 
each end of said side supporting member a 
sufficient distance from said inner plane of 
said side member to space said end member 
from said side member when folded inward 
ly to form a pocket for said bottom member 
and an inwardly foldable hinge connecting 
Èlèe abutting edges of each pair of end mem- 
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