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This invention relates to dish drainers. 
The drainer according to this invention is 
so constructed that it automatically adjusts 

. itself to different sizes of dishes. It opens 
5’ up to accommodate the larger‘ dishes and 
can be folded up when not in use. 
These and other objects will become ap 

parent upon a further study of the descrip 
tion and drawings in which Fig. 1 is a plan 

10 view of the drainer, Fig. 2' is a section of 
the drainer taken along the line 2——2_of 
Fig. 1 showing the drainer in open position 
to accommodate the smaller dishes, the 
dotted line indicating a portion of a small 

15‘ dish in supported position, Fig. 3 is a par 
tial section taken also along the line 2-2 
of Fig. 1 but showing the drainer in a wider 
open position to accommodate the larger 

. dishes, the dotted line indicating a portion 
' 20 of a large dish, and Fig. 4 is a section also 

along line 2-—2 but showing the drainer in 
folded position. 
The drainer consists essentially of two op 

positely disposed pivotally mounted wire 
5 rack frames. Each of these rack frames 
has a heavy lower bar 5 and a somewhat 
lighter U shaped bar 6 having its arms 7 
fastened to bar 5 near its ends. Intermedi 
ate of the arms 7 are a plurality of still 
lighter bent cross bars 8 having one end 
fastened to bar 5 and the other end to bar 
6. The arms 7 which are in effect end cross 
bars of their corresponding rack frame, are 
bent similarly to bars 8. The ends of bar 5 

' for one rack frame are pivotally mounted 
in supporting plates 9, while the ends of bar 
5 for the other frame are pivotally mounted 
in supporting plates 10. Each pair of 

. plates 9 and 10 are pivotally connected to 

CA 0 

40 each other by means of a rivet 11. Each 
plate 9 has an outer supporting leg 12 and 
an inner supporting leg 13', while each plate 
10 has an outer supporting leg 14 and an 

4 inner supporting leg 15. The upper edge 
E of each plate 9 is provided with a lug 16 

projecting laterally into the path of its ad 
j acent arm 7 as said arm is swung with the 
rest of its frame from its inner position 
outward. In a similar manner plates 10 

50 are provided with lugs 17 which project 

.bend is a very useful feature. 
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into the paths of their adjacent arms 7. 
Each arm.'?' is provided with an inwardly 
projecting bent wire guard 18 fastened to it. 
For holding the smaller dishes, one of‘ 

which is indicated in part by the numeral 
19, Fig. 2, the supporting plates 9 and 10 
have their legs 12, 13, 14 and 15 in contact 
with the supporting surface upon which. the 
drainer stands. 
from rotating outwardly by lugs 16 and l’Z. 
For holding the larger dishes, one of 

which is indicated in part by the numeral 
20, Fig. 3, bars 6 are rotated away from 
each other, which causes arms 17 to press 
against lugs 16 and 17, thereby raising legs 
13 and 15 from the supporting surface, re 
sulting in the drainer being supported only 
by legs 12 and 14 of the supporting plates. 
The weight of the dishes and their‘ fric 
tional contact with the inner side of bars 
6 holds the drainer in open position. ’ 
Guards 18 at the end of the rack frames 

(Fig. 1), are provided to prevent cups ‘or 
other rounded utensils from falling out the 
drainer at the ends. ‘Cross bars 8- have a 
bend in them, so that they extend from-bars 
6 inwardly and then bend downwardly to 
their connection with lower bars 5. The 

It permits 
upper bars 6 to be separated widely for 
large dishes, while cross bars 8 remain close 
enough together to hold up smaller dishes 
between them. i ' 
In order to'fold the drainer when not in 

use, bars 6 are brought towards each other 
and each pair of supporting plates 9 and 10 
are'turned down towards each other bring~ 
ing their legs 12 and 14 together as shown 
in Fig. ét. Although .bars 8 and arms 7 are 
shown on line opposite each other in Fig. 1, 
the rack frames can fold into each other as 
shown in Fig. 11, because of the play at the 
pivotal connections between bars 5 and 
plates 9 and 10. Instead. of taking into ac 
count this play, the bars 8 and arms 70f 
their respective frames can be offset on their 
respective bars 5 so as to clear each other 
when the drainer is folded. ’ - 

I claim :—- ' “ 

1. A dish drainer comprising a pair of 

The rack frames'are held Y 
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oppositely disposed rack frames, each frame 
comprising an upper and lower bar con 
nected to each other by a plurality of cross 
bars spaced at intervals along the length of 
the frames, and supporting means for each 
frame, the supporting means for one frame 
being pivotally connected to the supporting 
means ‘of the other, said lower bars being 
pivotally mounted upon their corresponding 
supporting means on opposite sides of the 
pivotal connection of the supporting means. 

2. A dish drainer comprising a pair of 
oppositely disposed rack frames, each frame 
comprising an upper and lower bar con 
nected to each other by a plurality of cross 
bars spaced at intervals along the length of 
the frames, said cross 'bars having a bend in 
them causing said bars to extend from the 
upper (bar inwardly and then downwardly, 
and supporting means upon which the lower 
bar of each frame is pivotally mounted, the 
bend (of the cross bars of one frame passing 
below the upper bar of the other frame when 
said frames are ‘folded together about their 

. pivotal axes. 

3. A dish drainer vcomprising a pair of 
oppositely disposed rack frames, a support 
for each frame near each end thereof upon 
which the ‘frame is pivotally mounted sub 
stantially at its bottom, the supports of one 
frame being pivotally‘connected ‘to the sup 
ports of the other, the pivotal axes of said 
frames and supports being substantially 
parallel to each other and the pivotal axes 
of said frames being located ‘on said sup 
ports on opposite sides of the pivotal con 
nections of said supports, and laterally pro 
jecting lugs upon said supports projecting 
inqthe path of ‘said frames when said frames 
are swung outwardly, whereby swinging 
said frames outwardly raises the pivotal con 
nections of the supports. 

*4. A dish drainer comprising a pair of 
oppositely disposed rack frames, a support 
for each frame upon which its correspond 
ing frame is pivotally mounted, said sup 
ports being pivotally connected to each oth 
er, the pivotal axes of said frames ‘and sup 
ports being substantially parallel to each 
other, the pivotal axes of said ‘frames being 
located on said supports on opposite sides 
of the pivotal connection of said supports, 
and laterally projecting lugs carried by the 
upper part of said supports and located out 
side of and above the pivotal axes of said 
frames,~said lugs projecting into the path of 
said frames when said frames are swung 
away from each other. - 

5. A dish drainer comprising a pair of 
oppositely disposed rack frames, and a sup 
port for each frame near each end thereof 
upon which the frame is pivotally mounted, 
the supports of one frame being pivotally 
connected to the supports of the other, the 
pivotal axes of-sa-id frames and supports be 
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ing substantially parallel to each other, the 
pivotal axes of said frames being located 
on said supports on opposite sides of the 
pivotal connections of said supports, each 
support comprising an outer and inner leg 
adapted to contact with the surface upon 
which the drainer stands when the drainer 
holds small dishes, said inner ‘legs ‘being 
raised from said surface when said frames 
are swung outward for holding large dishes. 

'6. A' .dis'h drainer .as claimed in claim 1 
comprising guards on the end cross bars, the 
guards ‘on the end cross bars of one frame 
projecting inwardly toward the guards on 
the end cross ‘bars of the other frame. 
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