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This invention relates to an advertising de 
vice of the type in which a metallic plate is 
provided with a number of holes wherein 
electric light bulbs can be secured to form va 

5 rious words or signs. 
It is an object of the invention to provide 

a device of this character in which yieldlng 
sleeves made integrally with the metallic‘, 
plate surround the holes and extend back 

10 wardly at substantially right angles to the 
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plate to form a sleeve which resiliently holds 
the light bulbs in the plate. 
The drawings illustrate by way of exam 

ple a preferred embodiment of the invention. 
Figure 1 is a fragmentary plan View of an 

advertising device according to the invention. 
Figure 2 is a transverse section through’ 

line A——B of Figure 1. 
Figure 3 shows in a larger scale a fragmen 

tary plan view of the metallic plate from 
which tongues have been cut, the tongue being 
not yet bent to project back of the plate; 
Figure 4 is a section through line C—D 

of Figure 3, the tongues being bent backwards ‘ 
to form a sleeve for insertion of electric light 
bulbs. . 

The advertising device consists of a thin 
metal plate 1 provided with a great number 
of ‘equidistant holes 2 which are adapted to 
receive the caps of electric light bulbs 3. The 
plate 1 is secured to a casing 4 and surround 
ed by a frame 5. 
The holes 2 are obtained by cutting and 

stamping the plate 1 so that yielding tongues 
6 are formed and bent in 7, Figure 3, so as to 
project backwardly from the plate at sub 
stantially right angles, as seen in Figure 4. 
The triangular shaped tongues shown in Fig. 
3 are given as example only, these tongues 
could also be otherwise shaped without de 
parting from the spirit of the invention. 
The width of the tongues decreases from 

their base towards their free end so that the 
resiliency of the ends of the tongues is in 
creased and the tongues disposed around one 
hole form a sleeve yieldingly holding the cap 
of electric bulbs, for instance, as shown, or 
dinary bulbs with Edisoncaps.‘ 

It is therefore su?icient, in order to secure 
a bulb to the plate 1, to push the bulb in a 

hole Where‘ it-will be held 'by the tongues, and 
in order to ‘remove a‘ bulb from the plate a 
simple traction has to be exerted on the bulb‘. 
The metal plate 1 is connected to one of 

the poles of a sourceof current so that the 
plate with the tongues- forms a conductor 
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which brings‘ the current to the cylindrical 
part of the bulb caps. 
A metallic grating 8 is placed at a certain 

distance from the plate 1, as seen in Figure 2, 
and is connected to the other pole of the source 
of current. i This grating 8 makes contact 
with the end faces of the bulb caps. ' 
In order to ensure a good contact between 

the bulb caps ‘and the‘ grating 8, this lat 
ter is placed on a resilientcushion consisting 
for instance of felt. The cushion is secured 
to a rigid back plate 10 ?xed to the casing 4;. 
‘The objectof the grating 8 is to give the 

entire contact surface a‘ uniform elasticity 
permitting the establishment of contact for 
a great number of lamps. ' r 
The bulbs 3 can be inserted into the holes 

2 to form any desired word or sign, in the ex- ' 
ample given in Fig. 1 the bulbs are disposed 
to form the letters D A N. 
The provision of sleeves by cutting tongues 

from the metal plate supporting the bulbs is 
a great advantage for the manufacture of 
advertising signs since the device according 
to the invention, although comprising a great 
number of holes for the insertion of bulbs, 
canbe manufactured at relatively small cost 
because it does not require any special sleeves 
orv lamp holders for screwing or otherwise _ 
locking the bulbs, which lamp holders would 
necessitate a great number of connecting wires 
and attachments. 
The invention is not limited to the example 

as described and shown in the drawings. Va 
rious dispositions and combinations of ad 
vertising signs can be obtained without de 
parting from the scope of the appended 
claims. There can be used colored or un~ 
colored bulbs with metallic ?lament or neon 
lamps. 

I claim :— 
1. In an electric advertising device the com 

bination of a metal plate provided with a 
number of holes adapted to receive electric 
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light bulbs, tongues struck from the mate 
rial of the plate and bent backwards along 
the edges of the holes in the plate substan 
tially at right angles to the plate to form a 
resilient sleeve extending rearwardly from 
each hole and adapted to resiliently engage 
the cap of the electric bulb, a resilient cushion 
ing member‘positioned in the rear of said 
metal plate, and a metallic grating covering 
the face of the cushioning member opposite 
the metal plate, said cushioning member be 
ing in such spaced relationship to the metal 
plate that the caps of the electric bulbs in 
serted through said holes make contact with 
the grating. ‘ 

2. A holder for electric bulbs comprising 
in combination, a metal plate included in an 
electric circuit, tongues struck from the mate 
rial of the plate and bent backwards at sub 
stantially, right angles to the plate to form a 
circular opening in the plate and a resilient 
sleeve extending backwards from the opening 
and adapted to receive the cap of the electric _ I 
bulb with a sliding ?t, a resilient cushion p0 
sitioned in the rear of the metal plate, and a 
metallic grating included in the circuit and 
covering the face of the cushion opposite the 
metal plate, said cushion being in such spaced 
relationship to the metal plate that the cap of 
thebulb inserted through said opening makes 
contact with thegrating and thereby closes 
the circuit between the latter and the metal ' 
plate. - 

In testimony whereof I a?’ix my signature. 
RAYMOND CARTIER. 
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