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This invention relates to an improved rail 
way appliance which is especially construct 
ed to provide a simple and dependable means 
for holding a railway rail in steady and prop 

5 er position on a tie while the rail spikes are 
driven into the tie, the same being suscepti 
ble of use and operation by a single hand and 
thereby obviating the necessity of a plurality 
of employees for this particular ob. 
My invention is characterized principally 

by a well-balanced and sturdy jack of a port 
able variety including an especially designed 
standard and a lifting bar having tie engag 
ing hooks. 

Other features and advantages will become 
more readily apparent from the following 
description and drawings. 
In the drawings :' 
Figure 1 is a side elevational view of a 

20 railway appliance constructed in accordance 
with the present invention. 
Figure 2 is an edge view of the same ob 

serving the structure in a direction from right 
to left of Figure 1. 

25 p In the drawings, the reference character 
T designates the tie and R the rail. The pur 
pose of the invention is to provide an appli 
ance 3 which cooperates with these parts for 
facilitating spiking or fastening of the rail 

30 to the tie. 
The appliance comprises principally a jack 

which includes a standard 4 having a vertical 
casing formed in its opposite sides with ver 
tically elongated slots 5. Then at the bot 

35 tom is a base 6 which is formed in cross sec— 
tion to seat ?rmly on the ball or head of the 
rail as seen clearly in Figure 2. The base is 
merely grooved, the groove being of a pro 
portion to receive ‘the head of the rail as 

40 shown. 
Slidable in the standard is a toothed lift 

ing bar 7 having a rest 8 on its upper end, 
and suitable ratchet mechanism (not shown) 
is provided to be operated by the handle or 

45 lever 9 in actuating the lifting bar up and 
down. The lifting bar is provided with a 
pair of companion hooks 10 and 11 pivoted 
as at 12 on opposite sides of the lifting bar. 
This, therefore provides a novel tongue car 

50 ried by the lifting bar and so constructed as 
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to permit the hooks to be securely engaged 
with the tie on opposite sides of the rails. 
The jack is manipulated in a well known 

manner thereby pressing the rail ?rmly down 
on the tie so that a single man may provide 
the desired clamping action to secure the 
rail to the tie by spikes in a dependable man 
ner and without the aid of other employees. 
The structure when not used in connection 

with a rail and tie may be employed as an 
ordinary ack for general utilitarian lifting 
purposes. 

It is thought however, by considering the 
description in connection with the drawings, 
a clear understanding of the construction, 
operation, and features and advantages will 
be quite clear. 
Minor changes in shape, size, materials and 

rearrangement of details coming within the 
field of invention claimed may be resorted to 
in actual practice if desired. 
I claim: V 
1. In a railway appliance of the class de 

scribed, a lifting jack comprising a hollow 
standard having a grooved base adapted to 
register on the head of the rail, and a back 
portion rising from the said base in a per 
pendicular line, a toothed lifting bar slid 
able in said standard, operating means for 
said bar mounted on said standard, and tie 
engaging hooks pivotally connected to the 
lifting bar, the pivotal ends thereof being 
movable in the side openings of said stand 
ards. 

2. In a railway rail clamping and holding 
appliance of the class described, a jack com 
prising a hollow standard having its op 
posite side walls formed with vertically elon 
gated openings, and provided at its bottom 
with an integral base having a longitudinal 
groove adapted to receive the head of a com 
plemental rail, a toothed equipped lifting bar 
slidable in said standard, a lever mounted 
on said standard, operating means between V 
the lever and the teeth of said bar, and a 
pair of tie engaging hooks having the upper 
ends of their shanks pivotally connected ad 
j acent the lower end of said lifting bar and 
on the opposite sides thereof through the 

5 

80 

90 

95 



2 1,814,901 

medium of said elongated openings, said 
hooks depending below the base on the op 
posite longitudinal sides thereof to permit ' 
them to be freely engaged or disengaged 

5 with the tie. 
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In testimony whereof I a?‘ix my signature. 

OLIVER JOHN DICKSON. 


