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This invention relates to mats, stair pads, 
or other ?oor coverings. The invention is 
illustrated herein made in form suitable par 
ticularly for dentists, being shaped so as to 
?t at the side of a dentist’s or barber’s chair, 
although the shape and size of the ?nished 
article may be modi?ed. ‘ 
The object of the invention is to construct 

a soft, yielding mat which will relieve the 
user of the fatigue of standing for long 
periods of time. The mat is formed. of a 
body of sponge rubber which affords yield 
ing and cushioning properties. Sponge 
rubber, however, will be permanently de 
formed and will ?atten and get out of shape. 
Having very little tensile strength it will 
wear away rapidly, particles breaking off 
easily, thereby destroying the surface of the 
mat. It has the additional objection of be 
ing hot upon the feet and thereby offsetting 
to a great extent its other valuable proper 
ties. 
combine with a sponge rubber mat an outer 
covering or surface which will maintain the 
shape of the mat withoutinterfering in any 
manner with the desirable yielding qualities 
thereof and willincrease the life of the mat.. 
It is also an object to so construct the mat 
that ventilation will always be obtained. 
In the drawings, 
Figure 1 is a plan of a mat made in sector 

shape so as to ?t about the base of a dentist’s 
chair; and ' 

Figure 2 is 
a piece of the mat showing 
struction. 
The mat or ?oor covering is made of a 

body of sponge rubber 1 which provides a 

. ' . 

an‘ enlarged cross-section of 
1ts internal con 

cellular structure which is very soft and, 
‘yielding and forms an admirable body for 

In order, however, to prevent the purpose. 
deformation of the sponge the permanent 

‘rubber, it is covered over with 'acompara 
tively heavy layer 2 of a ?rmer, less yielding 
rubber composition which is preferably of 
substantially the nature and composition of 
.a tire tread stock. This cover layer is pro 
vided with a series of deep parallel corru 
gations or irregularities 3 which form a 
plurality of spaced arch-like surfaces 4 

It is the purpose of the invention to ‘ 

., tially 

which constitute the wearing surface of the 
mat. ~ 

The body portion" of the mat and its cover 
are vulcanized together, preferably in a 
single operation so that the sponge rubber 
completely ?lls the arches 4. The compara 
tively stitl' rubber ‘covering, being corru 
gated in' the manner descirbed, will retain 
its form under any normal or even usually 
heavy pressures, and when the pressure is 
relieved, the mat will instantly spring back 
to its original condition. The grooves be 
tween the corrugations permit the ‘circula 
tion of air about the feet and the fatigue 
of long standing is relieved thereby. 

It will be appreciated that the combina 
tion of soft sponge rubber body and the cor 
rugated or ‘roughened covering rovides a 
form of mat which will keep its s ape after 
inde?nite use. This result is enchanced by 
the formation of the bevel or rounded edge 
5 about the mat, which con?nes the spongev 
rubber and prevents bulging about the edge 
of the mat. The roughened upper‘ surface 
will also prevent slipping on the mat. 

It is obvious that exact conformity with 
the details of construction is not essential, . 
and that other formations of the upper sur 
face may be resorted to»without destroying 
the e?iciency of the completed mat structure. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A mat or the like composed of a body 

of sponge rubber, and a comparatively 
thick covering layer of rubber of substan 

the consistency of a tire treadstock 
of substantially even thickness throughout, 
the cover being formed with a plurality of 
closely spacedirregularities which present 
protuberances including sponge rubber, and 
being su?iciently unyielding so that they do 
not completely ?atten out when pressure is 
applied thereto, the body of the mat and its 
cover being vulcanized together. 

2. A mat or the like comprising a body 
of sponge rubber, and an outer covering of 
rubber of 
throughout, the edges of 
eled and enclosed by the cover, and they 
cover being formed on its upper surface 
with .a plurality of closely spaced irregu 
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substantially even thickness ' 
the mat being bev- ' 

09 



larities de?ning protuberances containing 
sponge rubber, the rubber comprisin the 
cover being of sufficiently non-yie ding 
strength to retain the irregularities therein 
under pressure. 

3. A mat or the like comprising a body of 
sponge rubber, and an upper layer of rubber 
of substantially even thickness throughout, 
the upper layer being corrugated to provide 
a pluralit of separated wearing surfaces 
provided y the crests of the corrugations 
in which sponge rubber is contained, said 
upper layer being of 'su?icient thickness and - 
0 a composition to retain its shape under 

‘ pressure. 

4. A one piece ru'bber mat comprising a 
body portion of sponge rubber, and an 
outer covering, of solid rubber, the coverin 
layer extending over-{the upper surface 0 
the mat and around the edges thereof to‘ 
con?ne the sponge rubber,'the up er surface 
of the covering layer being of uni orm thick 
ness and provided with a plurality of self 
sustaining undulations. ' - 
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