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This invention relates to an improved fas-_ 
tener catch, means _for boxes and similar con‘ 

‘ tainers; and the invention has for its princi 
_ I pal object to provide a novel releasable catch 
5 or latch device for holding separable> sections ' 
of abox or similar container-.in closed condi 
tion. ' , 

The invention has for a further object to 
provide a >box catch or latch means of neat 

10 and attractive appearance, and of such char 
acter that the same may be very easily, quick- I 
ly and simply manipulated by a mere proper 
touch of the thumb or finger to release the 
separable sections to permit opening of the 

>1li box orother container to which the novel 
catch or latch means may be applied, thus 
providing a catch or latch means especially 
_useful in connection with small boxes, such 
as women’s vanity cases, coin holders, and 

20 other containers for personal use. 
The invention has for another object to 

provide ‘a construction of box catch or latch 
which may be cheaply and easily manufac 
tured and assembled, comprising a minimum 

25 number of parts, and of such design that the 
cooperative holding elements are concealed, 
with the exception of the thumb piece, when 
the box. .is closed. 
Gther objects of this invention not at this 

30 time more particularly enumerated, will be 
clearly understood from the following de 

~ tailed description of the same. ~ 
The invention is clearly illustrated inthe 

accompanying drawings, in which :-,~ . 
Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a vanity box 
uipped with the novel catch or latch means 

Si this invention, the box being shown in 
closed condition.' ' 

Fig. 2 is a plan View of the box of Fig. 1 
when open; 

Fig. 3 is an enlarged fragmentary vertical 
longltudinal section, showing the coopera 
tive elements of the novel catch or latch 
vmeans engaged. 

Fig. 4 is a view similar to Fig. 3 but show 
-' ing the cooperative elements -of the novel 
catch or latch means disengaged preparatory 
to opening the box; __ .u Y e 

Fig. 5 is a sectional view taken substan 
_ tially along line 5_5 of Fig. 3. " 

E F ig.~ 6 is avsectional view taken 
6_6 of Fig. 5; and l 
' Fig. 7 is a detail view of the latch tie plate 
taken during its process of manufacture. 

_ Similar characters of reference are em 
ployed in all of the hereinabove described 
views to indicate corresponding parts. 
Referring now to the said drawings, a 

vanity box is illustrated as equipped with the 
novel fastener catch or latch of this inven 

along line 
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tion. The reference character 1 indicates one ‘ 
box section and 2 the 'other box section. Said 
box sections may be hinged together by the v 
hinged connection 3 so that the same may be 
closed one upon the other. The box sections 
l and 2 may be so constructed and arranged, 
that the free edges 4 and'ö of their side walls 
abut one upon the other when the sections 
are closed together. Box section 1 is illus 
trated as containing a mirror 6 that is re~ 
tained therewithin by a mirror retaining 
frame 7 , while box section 2 has compacts 8 
and 9 held therein by a frame member 10. 
0bviously, the vanity box may contain arti 
cles other than those illustrated and further- " 
more, as the type of box or contents thereof 
form no part of the pres/ent invention, it is 
not intended to limit the use of the novel re 
leasable catch or latch of this invention to ’ 
vanity boxes _as shown in the drawings. 
According to the preferred arrangement 

of the invention, a transversely extending 
rectangular. aperture or’latch slot 12 is pro 
vided in the forward wall of the box section ’ 
1 at a point oppositethe hinged connection 3.' 
A thumb piece supporting tongue 13 extends" 
loosely through latch slot 12 and is adapted 
to supportthe thumb or linger piece 14 on 
the exterior of the vanity box. l 
Thumb or finger piece 14, which also serves ̀ 

as one of the cooperating catch members, is 
a hollow shell of amp-le size so as to be easily 
manipulated even with gloved hands and is 
shown as having a width that is almost equal 
to the depth of the vanity box so as to have 
its lower portion overlying the forward end 
wall of the section 2. Shell 14 has a cham 
bered interior'lö open at its rear side or face. 
Shell 14 is illustrated as of substantially rec 
tangular cross-section, but it isto be under 
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stood that it may be of any other suitable 
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cross-sectional shape such as elliptical or cir 
cular. A latch tie-plate 16 is positioned 
within the chambered interior 15 and is ar 
ranged so as to extend substantially parallel 
to the forward wall of the shell 14 and has 
its marginal edges secured, as by soldering, 
to the inner walls of this shell. 

rl‘he thumb piece supporting tongue 13 is 
an integral portion of the tie-plate 16 as es 
pecially illustrated in Fig. 7 and is bent from 
its position shown in this figure so as to ex 
tend rearwardly at right angles to the tie 
plate as illustrated in the other views of the 
drawing. ' Clinching lugs 17 are formed in 
the rear end edge of the supporting tongue 13 
and extend through an appropriate con 
forming aperture provided in a transversely 
extending leaf spring 18 having odset end 
portions 19 bearing against the rear surface 
of the forward end wall of the box section l. 
Lugs 17 are clinched over against the rear 
surface of leaf spring 18, thereby securing 
the supporting tongue 13 to this leaf spring. 
End portions 19 press against the rear sur 
face of the forward end wall of box section 1 
and cause an inward pull to be exerted upon 
the supporting tongue 13, thereby urging the 
rear marginal edges of shell 111 against the 
exterior surfaces of the forward end walls of 
the box sections 1 and 2, as especially shown 
in Fig. 3. 

il. catclrnosing 2i) is illustrated as formed 
in the forwardend wall of bei; section 2 and 
projects forwardly for cooperating engage 
ment with the lower inner surface of the 
shell 14. With the box closed as shown in 
Fig. 3, the catch-nosing 2() engages the lower 
inner surface of shell or piece 14 which co 
operative action between the catch nosing 
and the shell serves to loclror retain the box 
in closed condition, the tension of spring 18 

’ acting hold the rear marginal edge of 
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» movement the lower marginal edge 
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shell 1li ñrinly against box sections 1 and 2, 
and the shell 14 'together with the tie-plate 
16 and supporting tongue 13 acting to pro 
vide a ri 'd tie connecting the box sections. 
When it is desiredv to open the vanity box 

it is merely necessary to exert a slight up 
ward and outward thumb yor finger pressure 
against the under side of the shell 14, which 
pressure causes tongue 13 to slide somewhat 
through the loosely fitting latch slot 12 and, 
by compressing spring 13 slightly, effects 
the turning or rocking of shell 14 about its 
upper rear marginal edge as shown in Fig. e, 
thereby causinß~ ‘the lower inner surface or 
the shell to ride ofi' of the catch-nosing, re-~ 
leasing the latch device and permitting the 
opening of the box.' ‘ \ 
To again lock the box in closed condition it 

is merel necessary to turn the box sections 
to close position at the end of which closing 

ortion 
of the shell 14 rides over the incline upper 
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outer surface of the catch nosing and snaps 
into cooperative locking relation with t e 
underside of this catch-nosing, thereby auto 
matically locking the box sections together. 
From the above description it will be ob 

vious that the catch mechanism of this inven 
tion is of simple and efficient construction, 
and that the same may be easily and quickly 
manipulated. Due to the novel construction, 
a linger piece of generous proportions is pro~ 
vided, which may be easily located and 
manipulated by the user of the box, while at 
the same time an attractive appearance is 
adorded by the exterior surfaces and contour 
of said finger piece, which may be made 
smooth and polished, or may be embellished 
with surface decoration if desired. 
As many changes could be made in the 

above construction and many apparently 
widely different embodiments of this inven 
tion could be made without departin from 
the scope thereof, it is intended that a l mat 
ter contained in the above description or 
shown in the accompanying drawings shall 
be interpreted as illustrative and not in a 
limiting sense. 
What is claimed is :-« ' 
l. Fastener means for separable sections 

of a container or the like comprising a catch 
element on one section, a hollow-shell forin 
ing a finger piece, a tie-plate secured within 
said ñnger piece, saidtie-plate having a sup 
porting tongue projecting therefrom for 
connecting the same with the other section, 
subject to a limited movement therewith, said 
hollow shell having a portion movable into 
engaged or disengaged relation with said 
catch element of the ñrst named section when 
said sections are closed together. 

2. Fastener means for separable sections of 
a container or the like comprising a catch ele 
ment on one section, a hollow-shell forming 
a i’inger piece having a supporting tongue 
for connecting the saine with the other sec 
tion and spring means secured to said tongue 
and positioned between said su porting 
tongue andthe other section for sli ably en 
gaging said other section, said spring means 
being adapted to permit a limited movement 
of said hollow shell to enable a portion there 
of to engage or disengage said catch element 
of the first named section when said sections 
are closed together. 
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3. Fastener means for a container having 
a. pair of sections movable into closed rela 
tion one upon the other, comprising, a ñnger 
piece having a portion adapted to cooperate 
with a catch-nosing provided on one of said 
sections, a plate member secured within said 
linger piece and having a supporting tongue~ 
projecting outwardly therefrom and through 
an aperture in the other of said sections, and 
a leaf spring secured to the free end of said 
supporting tongue and havin off-set end 
portions pressing against the inner wall of 
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said other section to yieldably position said 
linger piece in holding relation to said catch 
nosing when said container is closed. 

4. Fastener means for a container having 
a pair of sections movable into closed rela- ’ ’ 
tion one upon the other, comprising, a tie 
plate having a tongue extendin inwardly 
through a latch aperture provi ed in one 
container section, a finger piece carried by 
_said tie-plate and having a catch portion for 
cooperating with a catch-nosing provided on , 
the other container section, and spring means 
connected to the inner end of said ton e and _ 
pressing at spaced points symmetrica y dis 
posed with respect to said tongue against 
the inner wall of said iirst section for yield 
ably holding said finger piece in position to 
dispose its catch portion in holding relation ` 
to said catch-nosing. 

5. Fastener means for separable sectlons 
of a container, one of said-sectlons having a 
catch-nosing projecting therefrom and the 
other of said sections having a latch aper 
ture therein, comprising a tie-plate having a 
tongue extendin inwardly through said 
latch aperture, a nger piece carried by said 
tie-plate and having a catch ortion for co 
operating with said catch-noslng, and spring 
means secured to the inner end of said tongue 
and having oíi'set end portions slidably press 
ing against the inner surface of said other 
section for yieldably holding said finger piece 
centrally disposed in abutting relation to 
the exterior of said other section and in posi 
tion to dispose its catch portion in holding 
relation to said catch-nosing. » 
In testimony, that I claim the invention set 

forth above I have hereunto set my hand this 
9th day of July, 1929. 

a WILLIAM E. WACKER. 


