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This invention relates to containers for 
liquids and is herein 1llustrated as embodied 
in a lubricating device of the type commonly 
known as an oiler. 

Oiling devices ofthis character areem 
ployed extensively in railway and ship serv 
ice, and comprise generally a lubricant con 
tainer having a handle secured‘thereto, and 
a long spout,'bent at the’ end, arranged to 
project from theupper surface of the con 
tainer. The use of oilers of this type‘in lu 
bricating-locomotives and marine engines 
necessitates holding them in practically every 
conceivable‘ position, and‘ often the oiler is 
invertedfor the purpose of gaining access 
to some remote machine part. At such times. 
owing‘to large cross-sectional area of the 
spout, the oil has a‘tendency to flow freely 
from the container, and, unless there is pro— 
vided some‘means to guard against such 'a 
contingency, a considerable amount of oil 
will be wasted in moving the oiler into a 
position in which thespout engages properly 
the machine part, and in restoring the» oiler 
from an inverted to an upright position. 
Owing to this likelihood of spilling‘and'los 
ing the oil from the oiler, it is customary to 
provide such devices with a valve located 
within the spout for controlling the'?ow of 
oil and with a valve controlling plunger 
or lever located adjacent .to the handle‘. of 
the oiler in a position such that it may be 
conveniently manipulated by the .thumb‘of 
one using the oiler before and after ‘each, oil 
ing operation. ~ ‘ ‘ i ~ __ 

Mechanisms of various kinds have hereto 
fore been employed for connecting the con-. 
trolling lever with the valve and in prac 
tically all instances these mechanisms have 
comprised a series of rods and levers, of sub 
stantial length, ‘arranged and supported by 
means of brackets within the body of the 
lubricant container. While: oilers contain-v 
ing such mechanisms are generally capable 
of operating successfully for awhile, it been found that they are subject to a num 
ber of disadvantages, namely, the di?Culty 
of assembling the rods and levers properly 
within the container; the liability‘ of the rods 
and levers to become bent‘or broken through 

continued use of'the oiler thereby rendering 
the valve inoperative ; and the danger of the 
thumb lever becoming Jammed by reason of 

' thecomplex leverage system Within the con 
tainer becoming warped or rusted, etc. 

WVith the foregoing considerations in view 
the present invention has for an object there 
of the provision of a simple and compact 
mechanism for controlling the valve, the 
mechanism being so constructed and arranged 
that it may be easily and expediently as 
sembled within the oiler spout. ‘ 
A feature of the invention which aims to 

wards the accomplishment of the recited ob 
ject consists in the provision in a valve con 
trolled‘ lubricating device of the character 
described of mechanism for operating the 
valve located entirely within the spout of the 
oiler. Such a provision obviates the numer 
ous levers depending into the lubricant con 
tainer, thereby providing a compact struc 
tureplittle apt to become damaged and ren 
dered inoperative by blows imparted to th 
oiler. . . i 

In theillustrative embodiment of the in 
vention the oiler spout is provided with a seat 
against which is adapted to rest normally a 
valve havingv a depending stem portion, a 
plunger located adjacent to the handle of the 
oiler which may be operated to open and close 
the valve, ‘and connecting the plunger with 
the valve stem is an operating mechanism of 
a simpli?ed character comprising a bell crank 
lever having one of itsv arms secured to the 
valve‘stem and its other arm fastened to the 
plunger whereby movement imparted to the 
plunger results in movement of the valve to 
wards or away from the valve seat. 'An im-. 
.portant feature of the invention is to be recog 
nized in thesturdy and simpli?ed structure 01" 
this valve operating mechanism and in the 
fact that, as compared‘with the old mecha 
nisms, the improved structure decreases sub 
stantially the leverage between the thumb 
lever and the valve. As illustrated, a spring 
may be conveniently provided for the pur 
pose of maintaining the valve normally in a 
closed, or seated, position. ' " ' 

‘ 'VVhile the invention has‘ been illustrated 
and described as herein embodied in an oiler, 
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it is to be recognized that the invention con 
templates being incorporated in other and 
similar organizations in which there might-be 
bene?cially employed valve controlling mech 
anisms of the type herein disclosed. 
Other features and objects of the i ven 

tion will be apparent from. a reading of the 
following speci?cation in the light of the ac 
companying drawings in which, 

Fig. 1 is a- front elevational view of an oiler 
embodying'the improved-valve structure, cer 
tain parts being broken away the more clearly 
to indicate the construction of the improved 
valve. ' 

Fig. is a fragmentary view of av portion 
of the device of Fig. 1. showing the con 
trolling mechanism iii the position occupied 
when the valve is open, and 

Fig. 3 is a plan view in section, along the 
line 8—3 of Fig. 1 showing the location. of 
the valve controlling, mechanism within the 
spout of the oiler. 
As shown in the drawings, the oiler com 

prises generally a hollow lubricant container 
10 provided with a spout 12 having a. curved 
end, and a handle 14-. The spout 12 is pro 
vided with a valve seat 16? upon which is 
adapted to be seated a valve 18 having a de 
pending stein 20. 
The oiler is, as illustrated, provided with 

mechanism for controlling the valve and, as 
hereinbefore pointed out, this mechanism is 
located entirely within the spout 12. of. the 
oiler and is constructed in a. simpli?ed and 
compact manner to avoid the danger-:ofeasily 
becoming broken or otherwise beinggrendered 
inoperative. 

crank lever 24 having one of its arms 26 se 
cured to the bent extremity of‘ the valve stem 
20 and its remaining arm fastened to the bent 
inner extremity of an operating plunger or 
lever 28. The supporting member 24 is‘se 
cured within the spout12 in any convenient 
manner, a- satisfactory method of securing 
being hereinafter described; 
The device is provided with means for nor— 

mally maintaining the valve 18 in a closed 
position and to this end the illustrative em 
bodiment of the invention is provided with a 
compression spring 30'extending between a 
shoulder 32 formed on the valve stem- and a 
shelf 341 formed on the supporting member 
22. For the purpose of supplementing the 
action of the spring 30 and to assist in hold~ 
ing the bell crank lever 24: in its normal posi~ 
tion during the assembling of the oiler there 
is provided a torsion spring 36 having its op 
posite ends abutting against the lever 24. and 
the casing or supporting member 22. 
The plunger 28 is encased within a support 

ing sleeve 38, and to the end of‘ preventing 
possible leakage of oil out of the container, 
through the sleeve, the plunger 28hasa valve 
head ~10 formed thereon which co-operates 

A supporting member or wall‘ 
22 has pivotally secured thereto at 23 abell 
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with a valve seat 42 formed on the inner end 
of the sleeve 88. Further to prevent such 
possible loss of oil the sleeve 38 is arranged 
to slope downwardly towards spout 12 there 
by preventing a leakage of oil outward 
through the sleeve while the can is occupy~ 
ing. an upright position. 
As illustrated in Fig. 1 the stem 28 may be 

reduced to such an extent that its cross-sec 
tional area-is less than the cross-sectional-area 
ofthe opening within the sleeve 38, whereby 
the interior of the oiler is provided with an 
air vent to assist in causing a proper flow of 
theoil fromthe spout. upon the valve being 
open. Inasmuch as oilers that are in general 
use today are provided‘with a vent located 
in the filling plug in whichlocation they are 
apt to permit leakage of oil, it is to be ap 
preciated that applicant by. providing means 
for. closing the vent when the can is not in 
use has introduced into the art a very bene 
?cial feature. 
To assist in the manipulation of the plun 

ger or lever 28 a button 44 is formed on the 
outer extremity of the plunger. It is to be 
notedthat, as illustrated, the plunger extendsv 
substantially at right angles to the grip of 
the handle 14 thereby locating. the push but 
ton 44 in a position most convenient for 
manipulation by the thumb of the hand 
grasping the handle. Heretofore it has been‘ 
customary generally to extend the plunger 
parallel. to the handle of the container, thus 
causing the push button to be located above 
the-handle in an awkward and inconvenient 
position. 
As shown in Fig. 3, the‘valve controlling 

mechanism is of a sufficiently small width so 
asnot to interfere with. the flow of oil 
through the spout 12. 
In assembling the device, the valve may 

conveniently be encircled. by the spring 30 
and inserted into a‘ trough formed on the arm 
26 of the lever 24. The valve controlling 
mechanism and thevalve may then be con. 
veniently inserted within the spout 12 andv 
secured therein by‘ means of a bead of metal 
13 that results from soldering the spout 12 to 
the hollow container 10.. 
Having thus described my invention,.what 

I claim as new and: desire to secure by Let 
ters Patent of the United1 States, is :— 

1. A lubricating device comprising, in com 
bination, a container having a spout extend 
ing therefrom, a valve mechanism including 
a bell crank lever located within the spout to 
control passage of the lubricating ?uid 
through the spout, a plunger having its inner 
and connected within the spout to said‘ valve 
mechanism and‘ its outer end located exter 
nally of the spout, and a sleeve for contain 
ing the plunger, the sleeve at its inner end 
being. formed into a valve seat to co-operate 
with a valve head formed on the plunger so 
as to prevent escape of the. lubricating ?uid: 
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through the sleeve when the valve mechanism 
Within the spout occupies a closed position. 

2. A lubricating device comprising, in com 
bination, a hollow lubricant container, at 
spout detachably connected to said container, 
a valve located within said spout and valve 
controlling mechanism adapted to be inserted 
as a unit Within said spout, and secured 
therein by means of the operation that secures 
the spout to the container, and manually op 
erated means for operating said controlling 
mechanism. 
In testimony that I claim the foregoing I 

hereunto a?‘ix my signature. _ _ 
' WM. J. SEELE. 


