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1My invention relates in general to roof 
coverings and has particular reference to a 
so-called composition roo?ng of that type 
which is usually furnished in the formv of 

5 shingles, shingle strips or the like. . _ 
The primary object of my invention is to 

provide roof covering of the above men 
tioned type, which may be economically man 

_ ufactured and conveniently applied to a roof 
10 without the aid of special tools or the custo 

mary nailing devices, as'heretofore more or 
less commonly employed. 
In the accompanying drawing I have 

shown several illustrative embodiments of 
15 the invention, which for the most part are 

directed‘ to shingles and shingle, strips. 
In said drawing Figure 1 is a plan view 

of an ordinary rectangular shingle, which 
fairly well representsv the way that these 

20 shingles are now offered to the trade. 
Figure 2 is a plan view of the same shingle 

after I have reconstructedthe same in ac 
cordance with my invention. 

Figure 3 is a plan view of a shingle strip 
25 illustrating a part of my invention. 

Figure 4 is a plan view showing how that 
form of my, invention shown in Figure 2 
will appear when laid upon a roof. 

Figure 5 is a plan view of a diamond 
30 shaped shingle showing the slit thatjs 'pro 

duced in the same in order to develop a pair 
of interlocking tabs as shown in Figure 6.~ 
Figure 6 is a plan view of the shingle shown 

in Figure 5, illustrating the interlocking tabs 
35 as provided for in ‘Figure 5. 4 ' 

Figure 7 is a plan view of a modi?ed form 
of shingle showing how I may cut the same 
to develop interlocking tabs as'shown in Fig- . 
ure 8.‘ - 

40 Figure 8 is a plan view of the shingle shown 
‘ in Figure 7 withthe tabs formed thereon. 

Figu 
still another form of interlocking tabs. 
Figure 10 is a plan view of a foundation 

45 member-or underlying shingle. H 
Figure 11 is a plan view of a foundation 

member or underlying shingle having diag 
onal slots therein for the reception of inter 
locking-tabs of an overlying shingle. 

50 Figure 12 is a plan VIGWIOIE a foundation 

re 9 is a plan view of a shingle with‘ 

' sheet having diagonal slots therein for the re‘- > 
ception of overlying shingles. . 

' Referring now to the drawing in detail. 5 
represents an ordinary form of composition‘ 
shingle. In one embodiment of my inven 
tion I take the shingle 5 and turn back two of 
the corners thereof to provide interlocking 
tabs 6. These tabs, when-the shingles are laid 
upon the roof, are adapted to either engage 
diagonal slots 7 in a foundation member 8 
(see Fig. 11) , or in lieu of using a multiplicity 
of the foundation members 8 I -may use a 
foundation strip (see Fig. 12), the same be- . 
ing provided with diagonal slots 7a arranged 
in spaced pairs at intervals longitudinal of 
the strip, so that one strip may accommodate 
several of the shingles 5. r 
In my Patent No. 1,595,080, of August 10, 

1926, I have shown how it is possible to pro-' 
vide diagonal slots such as 7 or"?a in a mem 
ber such as 8, or a strip such as 9, so as to re 
ceive the corners of the shingle 5 in building 
up a roof covering. . 
The present invention, or at least that part 

above ‘described, involves the same principle 
but distinguishes from the same in that in 
this case I have suggested the use of inter-. 
locking tabs such as 6. 

Instead of using foundation members or 
foundation strips I may cut diagonal slots 
7‘’ in the body of the shingles 5,‘ so that the 
tabs 6 of each shingle may engage the slots 
7*’ of each pair of shingles and thus build up 
a shingle roof covering, as illustrated in Fig- . 
ure 4. In this embodiment I would do away 
with the foundation members 8 or foundation 
strips 9. . ‘ - 

When theshingle strip is called for I may, 
construct the same, as shown in Figure 3, of a 
strip 10 out along one edge to simulate shin- ‘ 

_ gle members as at 11, and with the corners of. 
the shingle members folded back to make the 
interlocking tabs 6 the same as in the case of 
single shingles, referred to with reference to 
Figure 2. In laying a shingle strip the tabs 
6 may interlock with openings such" as the 
slots or slits 7 in a foundation member, or else 
the slots or slits 7 a in a foundation strip '9. 
For the most part, however, I would arrange 
‘slots or slits 7 ° 'in spaced pairs in the body of 
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‘the shingle strip 10, so that by overlapping a 
plurality of shingle strips the tabs 6 of one 
strip would interlock with the slots or slits 
7° of an underlying strip. This is the same 
principle as building up the shingles 5 as 
shown in Figure 4. . 
In another embodiment the shingle member 

12 is slit as at 13, so that the bifurcated cor 
, ners thus provided may be turned into a pair 
of interlocking tabs 14 (see Figure 6). This 
pair of tabs would be best adapted for the? 

. edge of an adjacent and underlying shingle 
rather than with slots, as heretofore referred 

> to, although this does not mean that it can 
15 
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not be used in combination with slots. 
The shingle 15 in‘ Figure 7 may be cut so 

as to leave projections 16 of adjacent corners, 
which may be later turned back as tabs 17-, as 
shown in Figure 8. 
The shingle member 18, Figure 9, may be 

made with opposed projections, with the pro-' 
jections later turned back to make inter 
locking tabs 19. - 

s shown in Figure 10 the foundation 
member 22 is made with spaced parallel slots 
or slits 23, as compared to the diagonal slots 
7 in Figure 11. These parallel spaced slots 
23 are made to accommodate those interlock 
ing tabs illustrated as at 19 in the shingle 
member 18. . 

To accommodate the tabs 17 in the shingle 
_ member 15 to a slotted foundation member, 
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the foundation strip slots would naturally 
be arranged to correspond to the relative 
spaced relation of the tab 17 , and this same 
principle applies to other tab forms. 

’ From the above it will be seen that the 
feature of the invention resides in inter 
locking a shingle‘ strip or shingle member 
with an adjacent ‘shingle member, or founda 
tion member or foundation strip, by provid 
ing tabs on the overlapping shingle member 
or shingle strips which are adapted to inter 
lock with slots in an underlying shingle 
member or shingle strip or ‘foundation strip, 
or else interlock with the edge of an under 
lying shingle member or shingle strip. 
For the sake of convenience in de?ning the 

invention by the subjoined claims I will refer 
to the foundation members or foundation 
strips, and the underlying shingle members 
or shingle strips as underlying members, as 
‘in reality they are such when the roof is 
covered with material embraced by this in 
vention. This is true even though the over 
lying members become underlying'members 
when the roof is built up in horizontal rows 
of spaced shingles. ' 

I claim; 
1. Shingles composed of ?exible material, 

having in their body portions a pair of slots 
spaced from opposite edges, and a pair of 
retroverted tabs adapted to engage the slots 
of underlying shingles when laid in over# 
lapping relation for positively locking the 
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tab ends of each overlying course to prevent 
same from lifting from each underlying 
course. ' 

2. Shingles composed of ?exible material, 
having in their body portions a pair of elon 
gated slots spaced from opposite edges, and 
,a pair of retroverted tabs conforming to the 
width of the slots and adapted to engage the 
slots of underlying shingles when laid in 
overlapping relation for positively locking 
the tab ends of each overlying course to each 
underlying course. 
Signed at Chicago, Illinois, this 13th day 

of Oct., A. D. 1925. 
' ALBERT C. FISCHER. 
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