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My invention consists in the novel features 
hereinafter described, reference being 
to the accompanyin drawing which shows 
one embodiment of t e invention selected by 

6 me for purposes of illustration, and said in 

- employed for charging storage 
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vention is fully disclosed in the following 
description and claims. , 
The object of my invention is to provide 

a terminal box or closure for pipes, especial 
ly adapted for use in connection .with pipes 

tanks with 
liquid fuel as gasoline, kerosene, fuel oil or 
the like, for example, but which may be em 
ployed for any other purpose for which it 
may be found advantageous or desirable. A 
feature of my invention resides in the fact 
that the devlce is provided with a closure, 
which may be screwed into place to form a 
gas tight closure, ?ush with the upper or 
outer edge of the box and forming there 
with, a very simple and e?icient ?ush box 
when it is desired to set the same in a ce 
ment or other body flush with the surface 
thereof, and the box is also provided with 
an auxiliary cover adapted to be placed over 
the box and secured thereto by a suitable 
lock, with or without the main or ?ush clo 
sure, to form a lock box, without additional 
expense beyond the nominal price of the 
auxiliary closure or cover, andavoiding the 
necessity from the manufacturing and sales 
standpoint of making and carrying in stock 
two separate boxes, for the two purposes 
mentioned. My invention also comprises the 
novel features of construction and combina 
tion of parts hereinafter fully described and 
particularly pointed out in the claims. 

Referring to the accompanying drawing, 
Fig. 1 represents a side elevation of the 

complete device used as a lock box, and en 
. gaging the terminal portion of a pipe pro 

I jecting above the ground. , ' 
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Fig. 2 is an enlarged vertical sectional view 
of the same. 

Fig. 3 is a bottom plan view of the box as 
shown in Fig. 2, the pipe being indicated in 
section. , 

Fig. 4 represents the box with the auxiliary 
cover removed, and set in cement or concrete 

had bo 
?ush with the surface thereof, as a ?ush 

x. . 

Fig. 5 is a top plan viewof the box with 
the auxiliary closure or cover removed. 

Fig. 6 is a detail view of a key which may 
be conveniently employed in connection with 
the main or ?ush closure. 
As shown in the drawings, 1 represents the 

cylindrical box body, or casting, which may 
be formed of any suitable material as cast 
or malleable iron or steel, and is preferably 
treated as by galvanizing or otherwise, to pro 
tect it against oxidation. ' The body is pro 
vided with a central bore or aperture, the 
lower portion of which is interiorly threaded 
at 2, to enable it to be attached to the termi 
nal threaded portion of a pipe which it is 
desired to close, the pipe being indicatcéd at 
3, and the threaded portion thereof at 4. 
The interior of the box ‘body, or casting, is 

preferably provided with an ' interiorly 
threaded portion, indicated at 6, above the 
threaded portion, 2, to receive the threaded 
portion of a closure, and also to receive the 
nipple of a ?lling pipe, when desired. In 
practice, the threads, 2, are formed by means 
of a- suitable tap insertedfrom the bottom 
of the casting, and the threads, 6, are formed 
by inserting the tap in the opposite direction 
from the upper end of the casting. The upper 
end of the box body, or casting, is also pro 
vided with an enlarged portion, 1“, above the 
threaded portion, 6, containing an annular 
recess, 7, of greater diameter than the thread 
ed portions, and forming a‘ horizontal shoul 
der, 8, and a packing ring or gasket, 10, is in 
serted vbetween the shoulder, 8, and the 
closure. I prefer to provide the lateral walls 
of the recess, 7 , with an annular groove, 9, 
having its lower edge in the plane of the 
shoulder, 8, forming an undercut portion, to 
engage the outer edge of the packing ring, or 
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gasket, and hold it against accidental dis- a 
placement. The gasket, 10,'may be made of 
?bre, leather, or other suitable material, and 
is preferably treated so as not to be injuriousl 
1y affected by the liquid introduced through 
the box and the pipe, 3. _ 

y 11 represents the mam closure which is 
provided with a threaded cylindrical portion, 
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12, for engaging the threads, 6, of the box 
body, and with a projecting horizontal an 
nular ?ange indicated at 13, adapted to ?t 
within the vertical wall of the recess, 7, and 
engage thegasket, 10, the upper face of the 
closure indicated at 14, being substantially 
?ush with the upper surface of the box, as 
indicated in Figs. 2 and 4. In order to pro 
vide for the rotation of the closure, 11, the 
upper face is provided with a key engaging 
recess, and I prefer to form this recess by ro 
viding the plane or horizontal portlon o the 
upper face of the closure with recesses, 15, 15, 
disposed transversely to each other and pro 
viding four angular shoulders, 15“, disposed 
about and in close proximity to the center of 
the closure, as shown in Fig. 5, and having 
their bottom faces curving up to the top face . 
of the closure, as indicated at 16 in Fig. 2 so 
that the bottom surface portion of each recess, 
which forms art of the outer surface of the 
closure exten s continuously from a point in 
the plane or horizontal portion of said sur 
face to another point therein, the bases of 
said bottom portions of said recesses lylng in 
a common plane. This construction en 
ables the recesses to be readily cleaned out 
to receive a key such as indicated in Flg. 6 
for example, provided with a stem, 17, handle, 
18, having one end sharpened as at 18“, to 
serve as a tool to clean) out the recesses, 15, if 
necessary, and four projections, 19, to engage 
said shoulders, having curved lower faces, 
20, to ?t the recesses, 15, thus enabling the 
closure to be tightly screwed down upon the 
washer and to be unscrewed when desired. 
The closure, 11, is formed of any desired 
metal, and I prefer to make it of-brass or 
bronze or other noncorrodible material, to 
prevent it from rusting in. _ 
The upper part, 1*‘, of the box containing 

' the recess, v7, projects outwardly from the 
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exterior of the cylindrical ‘lower portion 
thereof, forming an annular shoulder, 11’, and 
is preferably connected therewith by radial 
webs, 21, of which four are shown, to rem 
force- the upper part of the box, and said 
webs ‘also 

in cement or concrete, as indicated in Fig. 4. 
The box is also provided with a cap or 

cover for use therewith when the device is 
used as a lock box. This cap or cover, also 
formed preferably of cast metal as iron or 
steel and galvanized to protect it from the 
weather, comprises the horizontal top section, 
22, having a depending annular ?ange adapt 
ed to surround the upper end, 13, of the box, 
and provided preferably with an inwardly 
extending locking lug, 23, adapted to extend 
beneath the annular shoulder, 1", thereof, 
between two of the webs, 21, and at’ a point 
opposite the locking lug, 23, the cap or cover 
is provided with a downwardly extending 
locking ear, 24;,‘ having an aperture, 25, ex 

revent it from‘ being unscrewed“ 
from the pipe, 3, when the device is set ?ush 
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tending therethrough with its axis disposed 
radially with respect to the box and cover, 
to receive the bow or shackle, 26, of a pad- . 
lock, 27, as shown in Figs. 1 and 2. When 
the cover is thus locked in position, it is pre 
vented from being lifted off by the lug, 23, 
and the bow or shackle of the padlock which 
will engage the shoulder, 1b, of the box body, 
and the cover will be prevented from rotation 
beyond a limited extent by the engagement 
of the locking ear with the webs, 21. ‘ 

WVhere the device is used as a ?ush box, the 
cap or cover is not used, and the box is set 
in concrete, cement or other material, as in 
a pavement or ?oor, and ?ush with the sur 
face thereof as shown in Fig. 4:. Where it 
is desired to use it as a lock box it Will be fur 
nished with the cap or cover, and in such case 
the box body will be applied to pipe, 3, so 
as to stand clear above the surrounding sur 
face as indicated in Fig. 1, and when the cap 
or cover is locked in place the main closure 
cannot be removed or tampered with,without 
?rst unlocking the padlock and removing 
the bow or shackle from the locking ear, 
when the cap or cover may be lifted off and 
the closure unscrewed with the key. The 
shape of the slots, 15, makes it difficult to 
remove the closure, 11, without a key. 

It will be seen that the box may be sold 
with or without the cap or cover according 
to the use to which it is to be put, and the 
manufacturer and dealer instead of being 
obliged to carry two complete boxes can 
carry the boxes and a certain number of 
covers, thus effecting economy in the manu 
facture, sale and transportation of the arti~ ' 
cles, and my improved construction provides 
a neat attractive and efficient lock box, which 
by leaving off the cap or cover constitutes an 
equally neat,'attractive and efficient ?ush box. 

It will be seen that‘ by undercutting the 
walls of the recess, 7, as indicated at 9, the 
packing washer lies beneath and extends 
across the annular crevice between the outer 
edge of the closure, 11, and the wall of the 
recess, 7, and thus seals it against the pos 
sibility of water working its way to the pipe, 
3, while the pipe is sealed against the escape 
of gas or vapor from the pipe, which might 
"otherwise escape and constitute a ?re haz 
ard. . 

What I claim and desire to secure by Let 
ters Patent is :— . 

1. A terminal box for pipes having a main 
body provided at its lower end with interior 
pipe engaging threads, and adjacent to its‘ 
upper end with interior closure engaging 
threads and having at its upper end a por 
tion of greater diameter than the threaded 
portion provided with an annular recess 
therein, and a ?ush closure, provided with 
threaded portions for engaging the closure 
engaging threads of the main body and hav 
ing a closed top ?tting said annular recess 
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and adapted to be brou ht into ?ush relation 
with the outer walls thereof, and a detach 
able cover, provided with a depending ?ange 
surrounding the portion of the body of 
greater diameter, and provided with an in 
wardly projecting locking lug, and with a 
downwardly extending lockin ear provided 
with an a rture havin a re ial axis to re 
ceive the ow of a pa ock, to prevent‘the 
removal of said cover. > 

2. A terminal box having a cylindrical 
main body provided interiorly with a 
threaded portion to engage a threaded ter 
minal of a pi e, and having a portion at its 
upper end 0 greater diameter forming-an 
annular horizontal shoulder beneath the 
same, of a removable cover provided with a 
downwardly extending annular ?ange sur 

greater diameter, said ?ange being ro 
vided with an inwardly extending loc ing 
lug to extend beneath said shoulder, and a 
downwardly extending locking ear provided 
with an aperture having its axis disposed 
radially with respect to the cover, and adapt 
ed to receive the bow of a’padlock beneath 
said shoulder to prevent the removal of the 
cover. 

3. A terminal box having a cylindrical 
main body provided interiorly with a 
threaded portion to engage a threaded ter 
minal of a pipe, and having a portion at its 
upper end of greater diameter forming an 
annular horizontal shoulder beneath the 
same, of a removable cover provided with a , 
downwardly extending annular ?ange sur 
rounding said portion of the main body of 
greater diameter, said ?ange being provided 
with an inwardly extending locking lug 
to extend beneath said shoulder, and a down 
wardly extending locking ear provided with 
an aperture having its axis disposed radially 
with respect to the cover,~and adapted to re-. 
ceive the bow of a padlock beneath said shoul 
der to prevent the removal of the cover, and‘ 
a flush closure engaging said main body 
beneath said cover. ' 

4. A terminal box for pipes, having a 
main body, provided at its lower end with 
means for attaching it to a pi e, and provided 
adjacent to its upper end wit closure engag 
in threaded portions, a ?ush closure ro 
vi ed with threaded portions to engage t ose 
of the box, having a closed top provided with 
key engaging recesses in its outer face dis 
posed transversely with respect to each other, 
providin four angular shoulders disposed 
about an in close proximity to the center of 

, the closure, the bottom faces of said recesses 
extending gradually upward from the angu 
lar portions of said shoulders substantially 
to the plane of the top surface of the closure 
to facilitate cleaning said recesses. 

5. A terminal box for pipes, having a main 
body, provided at its lower end withv means 

,boxj, having a closed top provided withkey . 

for attaching it to a pipe, and provided ad 
]acentto its upper end with closure engaging 
'threadedportions, a ?ush closure provided 
with threaded portions to engage those of the 

engaging recesses in‘ its outer face disposed 
transversely with respect to each other, ro 
viding four angular shoulders disposed about 
andv in ‘close proximity to the ‘center of'the 
closure, the bottom faces of said recesses ex 
tending gradually upward from the angular 
portions of said shoulders substantially to 
the lane of the top surface of the closure to 
faci itate cleaning said recesses, in combina 
tion with a key provided with four laterally 
projecting portions to enter said recesses and 
engage said shoulders, the bottom faces of 
said projections extending gradually upward 

80 

f in conformity with the bottom faces of said 
recesses. . 

v6. A terminal box for pipes havin a main 
body provided at its lower end wit means 
for attaching it to a pipe, and provided ad 
jacent to its upper end with closure engaging 
threaded portions, a ?ush closure provided 
with threaded portions to engage those of-the 
box and having a closed top, the outer face 
of said top comprising a plane portion pro 
vided with a key receiving recessed portion, 
the bottom surface portion of which curves. 
inwardly substantially continuously from a 
point in the plane portion of said face to an 
other point therein to facilitate the cleaning 
of such recessed portions. ‘ 
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7. A terminal box for pipes having a main 100' 
body rovided at its lower end with means for 
attac ing it to a pipe, and provided adjacent 
to its upper end with closure engaging 
threaded portions, a ?ush closure provided 
with threaded portions to engage those of the, .105 
box and having a closed top, the outer face 
of said top comprising a plane portion pro 
vided with a plurality of key engaging‘ re- ' 
cesses disposed angularly to each other. the 
bottom surface portion of each of said re- 110 ' 
cesses extending in a substantially continuous’ 
curve from‘ a point in said face to another 
point therein, the bases of said bottom por 
tions of said recesses lying in a common 
plane. 7 

8. A terminal box for pipes having a main 
body provided at its lower end with means 
for attaching it to a pipe, and provided adja 
cent to its upper end with closure engaging 
threaded portlons, a ?ush closure provided 120 
with threaded portions to engage those of the 
box and having a closed‘top, the outer face 
of said top comprising a plane portion pro 
vided with a plurality of key engaging re 
cesses disposed angularly to each other, the 125 
bottom surface portion of each of said re 
cesses extending in a substantially continu 
ous curve from a point in the plane portion 
of said face to another point therein, the 
bases of said bottom portions of said recesses 130 
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' opposlte y extending recess engaging 
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1 ' inlcommon‘ lune andake ‘rovided vziltiigangularly disgosed’pair's of gagial pro 
jecting ortions to enter said recesses, the 

or 
tions of the ke havin their bottom was 
formed in a‘su tantia y eontinuous curve, ' 
the intersecting portions of said bottom sur- . 
faces lying in a common lane. 
In testimony whereof a?xm si“ ature. I I 

_ ‘ v HARRYlg. LXIKE. _ ' 
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