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This invention relates to index tabs for use 
on guide cards, ?ling containers, record 
books, etc., having for its principalobjects 
the provision of'a tab which is simple‘and 
economical in construction, which holds a 
writing surface permanently against mis 
placement and. loss and against wear and 
soil and at the same time so that it is acces 
sible for writing either by hand or on a type 
writer, which may be readily applied to a 
gulde card or the like by a ?ling or docket 
clerk without appliances and without train 

' ing or experience, which is accurately posi 
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tioned on a guide card by virtue of its struc 
tural characteristics. and which is generally 
superior to index tabs of the class to which 
it relates. 
The generic features of the invention are 

illustrated by the concrete embodiment 
shown in the accompanying drawings vin 
which: ' ' 

Fig. 1 is a face view of the inside of a tab 
prlaifore' application to a guide card or the 

1v e; 
; Fig.2 is a section on line 2—2 of Fig. 1; 
Fig. 3 is a side view of the tab applied to a 

guide card or other sheet of material; 
Bd‘ig. 4 is a section on line H of Fig. 3; 

an . > 

‘ Fig. 5 is an end view of a tab ready to be 
applied to- a card. > I ' 

‘The particular embodiment of the inven; 
tion chosen for the purpose of illustration 
comprises a band 1 of paper‘ or other writ 
ing material fast to the face of a strip 2 of 

1 cellophane or other ?exible transparent ma 
terial which is folded over the upper edge 

-. of the band '1 with both legs extending be 
' ' yond the lower edge'of the band for attach 

45 

ment to the sheet 3 which maybeia guide 
card, page of a book, or other sheet of mate 
rial. The band 11 and sheet3 are-preferably‘ 
cemented to the strip 2 in- which case the ce- 
ment is preferably appliedto the strip 2 in 
the form of a gum, either hard-drying or 
plastic, the band 1 then being applied to the 
strip and the strip subsequently being ap 
plied to the guide card as shown in Figs. 3 
and 4, the shoulder formed by the lower edge 
of the band 1 engaging the upper edgeof the 

guide card‘ to position'the tab before the ad-‘ 
he‘sive margins of the strip are ‘pressed 
against the card 3. ‘Thus in the case of a 
series of tabs a?ixed to a group of cards in a 
?ling cabinet’ or tray. the tabs will project 
above'thie cards equidistantly, and therefore 
not'only present a neat appearance but also 
facilitate the inspection'of successive tabs. 
‘The strip may be‘gummed only through 

out the areas engaged by the‘ band and card 
but the process of making the tab is simpli 
?ed by gumming the strip throughout one 
side in which case the strip may or‘ may not 
be stuck to ‘the front face of the band. By‘ 
accurately positioning the band‘on the strip 
with the upper edge of the band substantially 
on the center line of the strip the margins of 
the strip overlap‘ the cardsubstantially the 
same amount if the-front portion ‘of the strip ' 
be'drawn down snugly over the upper edge 
of the band beforeit is pressed against the 
front'of the card.‘ 7 ‘ l ' '- V ' ’ 

These index tabs may be delivered to the 
user in the ?at form shown in Figs. 1 and 2 
or in folded form more or less as shown in 
Fig. 5. In the latter case the tabs are un 
folded for writing the desired indicia on the 
bands of writing material. In either case the 
tabs may readily be inserted in a typewriter; 
indeed the narrow bands may be typed with 
much greater facility when mounted on the 
wider strips. 
When using cellophane, the preferred ma 

terial for the strips, the gum may be caused 
to adhere by ?rst coating the cellophane with 
a priming coat comprising 45 parts animal 
glue, 50 parts Water and 5 parts acetic acid. 

I claim: 
1. An index tab comprising a strip of ?ex 

ible material gummed on one side and fold 
able into the ‘shape of a U with its front and 
rear legs lying in closely spaced relationship 
and with the gummed surface inside,‘ and a 
band of writing material held by the gum on 
the rear leg near the fold line, the front leg 
having a portion through which said band is 
visible vand the margins of both legs extend 
ing beyond said band when the strip is folded 
so that the legs may be held by the gum to 
the opposite sides of a guide card or the like. 
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2. An index tab eolnprisinga strip of ?ex-v ible transparent material folded over a band‘ 
of writing material with the fold line near 
one edge of the band, the strip having 

5 gummed portions on opposite sides of the fold ' 
line beyond the other edgeof the band for 
attaehment'to the vopposite sides ofa sheet of 
paper or .thelike and the band adheringto 
the stripon one side. i - ' ‘a 7 

10V '3. An indextab comprising a'strip'of ?ex-t, 
ible materialgnmmed on’ one side-and fold~~ 
able into the shape of a U with its front and 
rear legs lying in closely spaced relationship‘ 
and with the gummed surface ‘inside, and a . I 

15 band of writing material held by the 'gurn'onv 
the rear leg near the fold line, the front ileg 
having a portion through whichsaid band 
is Visible and the margins of both legseX 
tending beyond said band when the strip is - 

20.7.1. ‘folded so'that the legs may beheld by the ' 
’ gum to the opposite sides of a sheet of paper 
or the like, said band havingisu?ieient thick 
ness to afford a shoulder .for engagement 
With the ‘edge of said sheet to positi-on'the tab ' 

25A in predeterminedrelation preparatory to at 
‘- taching said legs'as aforesaid. , - 

V 4. The-method of labeling a guide card or 
the like'whichcomprises gumming a strip of 
?exible transparent material on, one side,‘ 

30: sticking vanarrow band of writingmaterial 
on the gummed strip'near its central region, - 
typing the-band,- folding, the strip over the 
band, and then sticking the gummed margins 

- 'offthe strip to opposite sides of said card with 
35; said band visible beyond the edgepof the'sheet. 

‘ Signed by meat Framing-ham, Massachu-_ 
setts, this 10th day of August, 1928; ' 

' . ' -: l 'VRALPH A; 'MAISH; ' 
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