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This invention relates to improvements in 
napkina?xtures and its leading object is to 
provide a- napkin ?xture with a combined 
napkin holding and delivery cabinet so con 
structed that a minimum resistance will be 
offered to the withdrawal of the napkins, the 
folded napkins will be at leastpartially un 
folded when successively withdrawn, and the 
napkins will be automatically advanced to 
delivery position, which will be maintained 
at a constant level. . 

Another object of the invention is the pro 
vision of a napkin ?xture from which folded 
napkins may be successively withdrawn, and 
the use of a follower to control the delivery 
of the napkins may be dispensed with. 

’ A still further object of the invention is the 
provision of a napkin dispensing device hav~ 
ing holding means which is constructed to 
offer a minimum of resistance to the succesé 
sive withdrawal of the folded napkins, and 
having a propelling means concealed in the 
base or standard of the device. ' 
With the above and other objects in view 

the invention consists in certain new and use 
ful constructions, combinations and arrange 
ments of parts, clearly described in the fol 
lowing'speci?cation and fully illustrated in 
the accompanying drawings, in‘ which : 

Fig. 1 is a side elevation. 1 
Fig. 2 is a top plan view. 
Fig. 3 is an end elevation. 
Fig. 4 is a vertical sectional view through. 

the standard. . 

Fig. 5 is a detail side elevation of a folded 
napkin. I ' 

Fig. 6 is a top plan view of the folded nap 
kin; and , I > _ 

Fi .B7 is a modi?cation of the side stops 
for t e napkins. ' ‘ 

Referring to the accompanying’ drawings 
which illustrate the practical construction of 
my invention, 5 designates the standard, 
which'is shown in the form of a die or other 
‘casting, but which may be constructed in ac— 
cordance with any process. This standard 
comprises the base 6 and the upright 7, which 
has an axial bore 7a. The upper end of- the 
u‘pright'is provided with a bearing head '71’. 
‘The ‘nap 'in holding means comprlses a 
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horizontal support 8, which is formed or pro 
vided with upwardly extending integral ter 
minal arms 9 and 10, which are disposed at 
right angles to the horizontal support 8. The 
terminal arm 9 is formed with two lateral 
napkin retaining end‘ stops 9a and 9b, which 
are spaced from each other to provide a clear 
ance 9° therebetween, 
tion of the arm 9 being shown curved to o?er 
a minimum resistance to the withdrawal of 
the uppermost napkin. .The opposite arm 10 
is provided with two lateral napkin retain 
ing stops 10a and 10b, similarly spaced apart 
as indicated at 10°. , These two opposing 
groups of stops are arranged in the same hori 
zontal plane, approximately, and in substan 
tial alignment with each other, as shown. 
The transverse support 11 is located on the 

support 8 and is provided with upwardly 
extending arms 12 and 13, which are formed 
with horizontal, inwardly extending terminal 
?anges 12’ and 13', which are shown to be 
co-extensive with the width. of the support 
and its arms. These four arms are arranged 
to form a box-like enclosuregfor the stack 
of folded paper napkins 14, which is ar 
ranged over the two supports, each ‘napkin 
being rectangular in form. _ ‘ ‘ 

The supports 8 and 11 are connected to the 
head of the standard by means of the thread 
ed sleeve ‘15, as shown, or by any other suit 
able means. 'A tube 16 extends vertically 
through the central portion of the bearing 
head 7b and into a threaded recess in the 
under side of the nut 15 where it is secured. 
The tube 16 is located in the bore of the stand 
ard.- The nut 17 is a part of the sleeve 15 
threaded on the upper end of the tube and 
bears against the uppermost support 8 of the 
central portion of the napkin holding means, 
to prevent the downward movement of the 
tube. . 

In the tube 16 a plunger 19 is arranged to 
freely slide, and this plunger has a pressure 
head 20 secured to the upper endthereof, 
which may be ‘rectangular in shape, but 
smaller in area than the area of the napkins, 
so that no frictional resistance between the 
pressure head and the arms 9, 1O, 11 and 12 
will take place. 
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An extension coiled spring 21 is enclosed 
by the inner tube 16 and engages the lower 
end wall of the plunger 19 at one end and the 
cap nut 22 at its lower end, the cap nut being 
threaded on to the low lower end of the tube 
16. It forms a means for accurately adjust 
ing the tension of the spring 21. 
The pressure exerted by the spring is suffi 

cient to maintain the uppermost napkin of 
the stack 14 in contact with the terminal stops 
9°, 10°. 9*‘, 9", 1,2’ and 13’ of the arms 9, 10, 
11 and 12 of the napkin holding means. 
Each napkin consists of a sheet of paper 

folded upon itself to provide non-equal major 
wings 23 and 2a, and the half folded sheet 
is then folded again upon itself to provide a 
short outer portion 25, consisting of two 
plies, and a longer inner portion 26, consist 
ing of two plies. The two portions 25 and 26 
are then folded upon themselves to provide 
a terminal withdrawal ?ap and a terminal 
unfolding flap 28, which extends outwardly 
of the adjacent fold line or edge 29. 
The napkins are arranged within the open, 

box-like, holding means so that the with 
drawal ?aps are uppermost. The edges of 
these withdrawal flaps occupy a position near 
the longitudinal center line of the holding 
means. 
The side stops 12’ and 13’ project over the 

adjacent edge portions of the uppermost 
napkin but a relatively short distance, and 
the spaced end stops 9a, 9‘), 10a and 10b having 
but slight bearing on the end edge portions 
of the uppermost napkin. 
Owing to the receding edge portion con 

necting the spaced end stops at each end of 
the holding means, contact between the end 
portions of the uppermost napkin and these 
end stops increases slightly from the longi 
tudinal center line of the uppermost napkin, 
and the edge of the withdrawal ?ap is located 
approximately at this center line, so that the 
said edge will occupy a position approxi 
mately central to the upwardly extending end 
arms 9 and 10 and their terminal stops. 
When the uppermost napkin is grasped by 

picking up the exposed withdrawal flap 25 
and the napkin is then pulled, the portions 
of the end edges of the withdrawal ?ap will 
slide against the arched edges between the 
spaced end stops, and this action will tend to 
break up the adhesion of the folded areas of 
the napkin, and to cause the napkin to slight 
ly buckle along its length, thus admitting air 
to facilitate the opening action desired dur 
ing the withdrawal of the napkin. The pull 
ing of the folded napkin causes the side from 
which the withdrawal ?ap extends to then 
leave contact with the side stop with which it 
is engaged, while during this phase of the 
withdrawal movement the opposite side stop 
maintains contact with the end edge portion 
of the unfolding ?ap. When the napkin is 
?nally withdrawn it will be half opened, and 
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may then be laid across the lap of the person, 
or otherwise applied, or it may be fully 
opened and applied as desired. The user 
having the free choice of applying the nap 
kin, with a two ply thickness, or applying 
it with a one ply thickness. 
As only a limited area of contact is allowed 

between the holding means and the upper 
most napkin this napkin is easily withdrawn, 
against the slight clamping pressure exerted 
by the lifting spring. - 

There is no follower overlying the napkins 
to complicate the withdrawal action. The 
uppermost napkin has a maximum exposure 
to the vision of the user, and there is there 
fore ready access to the cabinet thus provided. 

In ?lling the holding means or cabinet 
there is no obstruction offered to the loading 
operation, as the person ?lling the cabinet 
has merely to push the stack of napkins 
against the spring propelled pressure head, 
which will yield downwardly. 

All edges of the stack are clamped within 
the holding means, as a result of the pressure 
of the spring, so that the napkin stack is 
maintained compactly arranged against the 
infiltration of dirt. 
As the napkins are successively withdrawn 

the pressure head 20 will rise, thus insuring 
that the required clamping pressure will be 
maintained‘on the pressure or lifting head 
until the last napkin has been withdrawn, and 
after. 
In Fig. 7 I show a modified form of the side 

stops, which are shown to be provided with 
rollers 30, so that rolling contact with the 
napkin on top of the stack may be obtained. 
By adjusting the cap nut 22 on the lower 

end of the housing tube the tension of the 
spring may be regulated at will. 
Having described my invention I claim and 

desire to secure by Letters Patent :- 
1. A napkin dispensing device consisting 

of a napkin holding means having ‘four up 
wardly extending arms provided with in 
wardly extending spaced terminal stops, and 
means comprising a tubular member, a 
plunger therein and a spring in the tubular 
member engaging the plunger for propelling 
a stack of napkins against the stops. 

2. A napkin dispensing device consisting 
of a napkin holding means having upwardly 
extending arms provided with laterally 
spaced terminal stops and spring pressed 
means for advancing the napkins of a‘stack 
arranged on the holding means as the ‘nap 
kins are successively withdrawn, said stops 
having an edge bearing engagement with the 
napkins, and a curved surface between the 
laterally spaced stops for ‘permitting the 
uppermost napkin to be easily withdrawn. 

3. A napkin dispensing device comprising 
a cabinet having inwardly extending stops 
to engage the uppermost napkin of a stack 
of napkins arranged in the cabinet, a hollow 
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supporting base member for the cabinet, a 
tube disposed in the supporting base member, 
a plunger slidable in the tube and carrying 
on its upper end a pressure head for receiv 
ing the innermost napkin of the stack of 
napkins, and a spring in the tube having a 
bearing at one end against the plunger and 
at the other end against thebottom of the 
tube to automatically advance the napkins 
as they are successively withdrawn from the 
stack. 

4.. A napkin dispensing device consisting 
of a cabinet having opposed side arms to 
engage the side of a stack of folded paper 
napkins and opposed end arms to engage the 
ends of a stack of napkins, each arm having 
an inset terminal stop to engage the outer 
most napkin of the stack, a support for the 
cabinet, a tube in the support having a thrust 
collar on its inner end to engage the cabinet, 
a second tube in the ?rst tube, a member 
carried by the second tube to engage the inner 
most napkin of the stack, a spring arranged 
in the second tube and having a bearing at 
one end against said member, and a member 
adjustable on the ?rst tube to vary the spring 
tension. 
In testimony whereof I a?ix my signature. 

WILLIAM P. MOCORKINDALE. 


