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It has been found that when a person is 
seated upon a chair or couch having arms 
it is most inconvenient to handle a cup and 
saucer and ‘plate and for this reason afternoon 

j: teas or suppers are now often served upon 
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a table at which the guests are seated as in 
the case with any ordinary meal. _ 
The present invention is specially ap 

plicahle‘ to upholstei'ed arm chairs or couches, 
but it ma also be used with other similar 
types of urniture. 
The main object of this invention is to pro 

vide a chair or couch vof the type mentioned 
with a ?ap which when not required will lie 
?at upon or’ at the side of the chair but when 
required for‘ use may be raised to a horizontal 
position at one side of the chair or end of 
the couch and be supported bysuitable means 
in this position so that it may be used as a tray 
upon which articles may be placed. Another 
object is to avoid dis?guring the chair or 
couch and for that purpose the flap (and its 
support if necessary) is preferably covered 
with material similar to the‘chair or couch 
covering. Thishoweverrendersthe?apliable 
to be quickly soiled and thus spoil the appear 
ance of the chair. A ‘further object of the 
present invention is therefore to provide the 
?ap with a tray and this is preferably slid— 
ably secured upon the underside of the ?ap 
so that when it is required for use it may be 
withdrawn and turned over upon the outer 
surface of the ?ap. - . 
Other objects of the invention will be re 

ferred to in the following detailed descrip 
tion in which reference will be made to‘ the 
accompanying drawings, wherein :—-p 
Figure 1 is a perspective view of an arm 

chair showing the invention applied thereto 
and positioned in readiness to be used. In 
this view the dotted lines indicate the posi 
tion the tray is moved to preparatory to its 
being pushed into the housing formed there 
for on the underside of the ?ap. 
Figure 2 is a perspective View of one side 

of an arm chair with the ?ap, tray and strut 
removed therefrom, a portion of the chair 
being broken away to expose the spring con 
trolled stop whereby the strut, which supports 

the ?ap in its open position, is locked when in 
use and also-when the ?ap is closed down. 
Figure 3 is a perspective view (partly in 

section) showing a portion of the ?a , the 
tray and the housing formed in the ap to 
accommodate the tray. ' 
Figure 4 is a front perspective View of an 

arm chair'showing the cord by which the 
spring controlled stop is pulled back against 
the action of its spring for releasing purposes. 

Figure 5 is a perspective view of the side 
of an arm chair as it appears when the ?ap 
is closed down. . . 

Figure 6 is a plan view of the ?ap and tray 
when the latter is moved to the position in 
dicated by dotted lines at Figure 1, the upper 
or outer surface of the ?ap having been re~ 
moved to show the means adopted for pre~ 
venting the tray from being pulled right out 
of its housing. , 
Figure 7 is a sectional elevation of the 

double hinged end of the tray in the position 
it occupies when in use and showing a por 
tion of the flap, the housing formed there 
under and the transverse slidable bars to 
one of which the tray is hinged. 
Figure 8 is a similar view of Figure 7, 

but t e tray has been moved upon its hinges 
to the position indicated by dotted lines at 
Figure 1. 
Figure 9 is a erspective view of the strut 

by which the ap is supported when the 
latter is in use. . ' - 

The chair or couch) is provided with a 
recess 10 suite 1 shaped and dimensioned to 
accommodate t e ?ap 11 when the latter 
is closed down so that its outer or up r sur 
face‘ will lie ?ush with the side of t e chair 
as shown in Figure 5. The ?ap may con 
sist of a ?at box like construction or housing 
11‘- one end of which'\is open to slidably re 
ceive the tray 14, when the latter-is not in 
use. Its outer surfac ' and exposed edges are 
preferably covered with material similar to 
the chair covering and two stop blocks 12 are 

( secured one at or adjacent to each side of 
the open end of the housing 11‘. The recess 
10 is also referably lined with material 
similar tot e chair covering. One side of 
the ?ap 11 is hinged to a horizontal mem 
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her or’ a chair at a point immediately below over suitably positioned pulley wheels 29 and 
the padding 13 of the arm. The tray 14 may 
be of any suitable material, and is prefer 
ably rectangular in shape; one end is hinged 
at 15 to a batten 16 which is hinged at 16*‘ 
to another batten 17. Both the battens 16 
and 17 lie parallel with the end of the tray 
14;_ and their length will be equal to the width 
of the tray so that they and the traymay 
slide freely between such stop blocks 12, and 
.the batten 17 lie longitudinally between the 
stop blocks when the tray is pulled out to its 
full extent (see Figures 3 and 6). The bat 
ten 17 is provided with two short metal strips 
18 which are rigidly secured to the innermost 
face thereof so that they project beyond the 
respective ends thereotsto form stops which 
engage with the respective stop blocks 12 
when the tray is slid outwardly and thus pre 
vent the latter from becoming totally de 
tached from the ?ap 11 (see Figure 6). 
The ?ap 11 and its tray 14 will be sup 

ported in a horizontal plane whilst they are 
in use by a strut 19 one end of which Is 
hingedly secured to the under or inner side 
of the tie 11 in any suitable manner, the 
other end being provided with a metal angle 
piece 20 which projects laterally therefrom 
to limit the outward movement of the strut. 
At the lower edge of the recess 10 an ori?ce 
21 is cut in the bottom of the recess to enable 
the strut 19 to slide in either direction 
through the side of the chair. In order to 
maintain the strut 19 in a position where it 

' will support the ?ap in a horizontal plane, 
a sliding stop 22 is provided and positioned 
so that when the strut is pulled out until the 
metal angle iece abuts against the rear of 
the bottom 0 the recess 10 the stop will auto 
matically move across the ori?ce 21, and thus 
form an abutment for the lower end of the 
strut 19. A channel for the stop 22 to slide 
in will be ‘formed upon the upper face of the 
lower horizontal member 23 of the chair 

' frame in any suitable manner, e. g., a flat 
piece of metal may be screwed to the inner 
yertical face of the frame member 23 so that 
1t projects above the upper horizontal ‘face 
of that member, the projecting portion thus 
forming one side of and the bottom of the 
recess 10 forming the other side of the chan 
nel. The sliding stop 22 is rigidly secured to 
one end of a metal rod 24, the other end of 
which passes through a hole bored in a ver 
tical member 25 of the chair frame and is 
provided with a nut or head 26. Interposed 
between the vertical ‘frame member 25 and 
the adjacent end of the stop 22 is a coil spring 
surrounding the metal rod 24 and adapted to 
normally maintain the stop 22 in position 
across the ori?ce 21. For the purpose of 
moving the metal rod 2% and with it the stop 
22 against the action of its spring 27 one end 
of a cord 28 or the like is attached to the 
end of the metal rod at 26 and is passed 

30 secured in to the chair framein any con 
venient manner, and the other end passed up 
wardly and out between the seat and the 
back of the chair as shown at Figure 4. The 
strut 19 is recessed at 19“ in order that the 
end of the stop 22 will engage therein when 
the ?ap vis ~closed down thus maintaining 
the latter in the closed position. ‘When it is 
desired to raise the ?ap the cord 28 which 
unlocks the ?ap is ulled and the stop '22 
will be thereby move back from engagement 
with the co-acting recess 19’IL in the strut and 
the ?ap will be automatically raised to a 
horizontal . osition by a spring 32 when the 
cord 28 will be released thus permitting the 
spring 27 to force the stop back to its normal 
osition across the ori?ce 21 thereby prevent 

in the inward movement of the strut.‘ In 
this position the tra may he slid out of its 
housing and turne over upon its hinges 
through an arc of 180° when it will rest upon 
the upper face of the ?ap. 

I claim: 
1. An arm chair or the like including a ?ap 

hingedly secured to the side thereof, means 
for temporarily supporting the ?ap in a 
horizontal position, a tray slidably secured 
within'the ?ap, and means to enable the tray 
when pulled out to its farthest limit to be 
turned over on to the upper or outer surface 
of the ?ap. . _ 

2. An upholstered arm chair or the like 
in which the side thereof is provided with 
a recess, a flap hinged to the side of the chair 
'at the upper edge of the recess so as to lie 
within the recess when closed down, means 
for removably holding the ?ap in a horizon 
tal position, a tray slidably secured within 
the flap, means to enable the tray when 
pulled out to its farthest limit to be turned 
over on to the upper or outer surface of the 
?ap, and means for disengageably fastening 
the ?ap in its closed down position. 

3. An upholstered arm chair or the like 
including a ?ap hinged to the side of the 
chair consistin of a ?at box like housing, 
a batten slidab y mounted within the hous 
ing, a second batten hinged with the ?rst 
batten and slidable therewith, a tray hinged 
to the second batten, the hinged battens per 
mitting the tra to ‘be turned through an arc 
of 180° when it has been pulled out of the 
housing to its farthest limit, a stop at the end 
of the housing, a stop on the ?rst batten and 
engageable with the stop on the housing to 
limit the outward movement of the tray, the 
side of the chair bein provided with a. recess 
for receiving the I ap when the latter ‘is 
closed down, means for temporarily holding 
the ?ap in a horizontal position, and means 
‘for disengageably fastening the flap in its 
closed down position. 

4. An upholstered arm chair or the hire 
in which the side of the chair is provided with i 
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a recess, a ?ap hinged to the chair at the upper 
edge of the recess, means to disengageably fas 
ten the ?ap'in its closed down position Within 
the recess, comprising a strut pivotally con~ 
nected to the underside of the ?ap, the recess 
having an ori?ce through which the strut‘ 
slides, a spring actuated stop slidablymount 
ed in front of the ori?cein the recess and 
against which stop the lower end of the strut 
abuts when the ?ap is raised to a horizontal 
position, the side of the strut adjacent to the 
pivoted end thereof having a recess engage 
able with the spring actuated stop when the 
?ap is closed down, and means for sliding 
the stop out of engagement with the recess 
in the strut when the ?ap is to be raised. 

5. An upholstered arm chair and the like 
in which the side thereof is provided with a 
recess and also provided with an ori?ce near 
the lower edge of the recess, a ?ap hinged 
to the side of the chair at. the upper edge of 
the recess, means for releasably supporting 
the flap in a horizontal position including, a 
strut hinged at one end to the underside of 
the ?ap, an upturned member on the other‘ 
end_of the strut, the strut‘ being slidable 
through the ori?ce, a spring actuated slidable 
stop block against which the lower end of 
the strut rests when the ?ap is raised to its 
horizontal position, said spring actuated stop 
block being adapted to slide across and lie 
behind the ori?ce through which the strut 
slides when the latter has been pulled out to 
the farthest extent permitted by the upturned 
member thereon. ‘ - 

6. An upholstered arm chair or the like 
I as claimed in claim 5, wherein a metal rod 
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is slidably arranged through the side of the 
chair and is ?xed to the stop block, a spring 
about the rod and tensioned against the block, 
and a pull cord attached to the opposite end 
of the rod whereby the stop block may be 
pulled back against the action of the spring 
for the purposes set forth. 

In witness whereof I have signed this 
speci?cation. 

ANDREW DINGWALL PARKINSON. 


