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The invention relates to a device for simul 
taneously securing and furring metallic lath 
ingv in an operative‘ position. ‘ _ 
An object of the invention is to provide a 

device of the. character described which is 
particularly adapted for furring lathing of 
the "expanded metal type. ‘ _ 
Another object of the invention is to pro 

vide an improved device of the character de 
scribed which is arranged to’be secured in 
place prior to the mounting of the lathing 
thereon. . , . _ ~ 7 , 

A further obj ect, of the invention is to pro 
vide a device. which may be utilized to “se 
cure a backing sheet ‘against the supporting 
members for the lathing without damaging 
said backing sheet. ' ‘ ' _ 

A still further object of the invention is to 
provide a device of the character described 
having the parts thereof unitarily associated 
whereby it may be handled and applied as a 
unit. ' i e » 

The invention possesses other objects and 
featuresfof advantage, some of which, with 
the foregoing, will be set forth in the follow 
ing description of a preferred form of. the 
invention which is illustrated in the accom 
panying drawings, in which, i. _ 
Figure l is‘ a side view of a furringmem 

ber incorporating the present invention, a 
spacer portion ‘thereof being shown in sec 
tion. ' 

Figure 2 is a fragmentary. face view of a 
wall structure having backing'paper and 
metallic lathing ?xed thereto by the use of 
a plurality of the furring members. _ 
Figure 3 is an enlarged fragmentary View 

taken generally at the line 3—-3 in Figure 2. 
Essentially, and as shown, the furring de 

vice of my invention consists of a member 
4 comprising a straight nail portion 5 car 
rying a spacing portion 6 in unitary asso 
ciation therewith. In the present embodi 
ment, the member at is formed by driving 
a preformed nail constituting the portion‘ 5 
axially through a cylindrical plug of a 
?brous material which constitutes the spacer 
portion 6 of the device, it being clear that the 
nail 5 will thus be frictionally engaged in the 
plug 6 whereby the nail and plug may be 
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handled and ‘applied as ‘a unit. 7 The spacer 6 
is arranged to occupy andbe'retained in a ’ 
de?nite place on the ‘nail 5, and a stop 7 ‘is 
accordingly provided on the ‘nail'forlimit 
ing the movement of the spacer'toward the 
head end of the nail. ~ As particularly shown, 
the stop 7 is in the form of ?at collar of less 
diameter than the spacer. andis fixed to the 
nail at the appropriate point thereof for-en 
gagement against thev opposed end of the 
spacer to limit its movement along the nail. 
In the present instance, the nails '5 are similar 
to those known as six pennyv ?nish nails and 
so need not be of‘special manufacture. The 
‘spacers 6 may be either of a metallic or non 
metallic material, but are preferably of ‘the 

, latter type of material for a reason to be 
hereinafter brought out. 
As has been previouslys'tated, the mem- I 

bers 4 are particularly ‘adapted for securing ' 
lathing 8 of the expanded metal type to a 
wall, which wall is here shown as defined by 
means of a ‘plurality of parallel studding 
members 9. Thelathingv8,>it is noted, pro~ 
vides similar and generally rhombic inter 
stices 11 de?ned‘by and between metal por 
tions 12 which, for convenience, will herein; 
after be referred to as strands. vIn the pres 
ent’structure, a backing‘sheet 13 of building 
paper is included, said backing being dis 
posed between and against tlielforward edges 
‘of the Wall members 9. f 1‘ ‘ p 

In erecting the typical wall structure, the 
backing 13 is first disposed along the members 
9 and is secured‘ thereto by driving there 
through and into the studding a number of 
the securing ‘members 4,‘ the nails ofsaid last 
members being‘driven into the studding mem 
bers until theljspacers 6 engagethe backing 
13'for ?xing it tight against the studding, it 
being noted‘that the relatively large ?at bases 
of the spacers 6 and the fact that the spacers 
are of slightly yielding material, provides for 
‘a seal of thebacking at the, holes made by the 
nails‘ passing therethrough without cutting or 
otherwise injuring the backing. When the 
backing hasbeen thus secured to the wall 
with the . spacers ‘6 extending outwardly 
thereof, the lathing 8‘ is‘disposed against _ 
the spacers with the protruding heads ends 
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of the nails extending through interstices of 
the lathing, it being clear that in the case of a 
vertical or sloping wall, the protruding nail 
ends will support the lathing in place. 

It will now be noted that the diameter of 
the spacers 6 at their outer ends is greater 
than the least width of the interstices 11 
whereby the lathing may lie against the outer 
outer ends 14; of the spacers 6 but may not re 
ceive the spacers therethrough. With the 
lathing disposed against the spacer ends 14, 
'the protruding nail ends are bent over into 
transverse relation with the nail and spacer 
axis to hold the lathing against the spacers, 
it being clear that at least one strand '12 will 
engage each spacer so that the direction of 
bending over. of the nail is immaterial, the 
length of a nail portion bent over beingsuf 
?cient to engage across at least one strand. 
It will usually be preferable, however, to 
bend the nail over the strands which engage 
the spacers, thereby insuring a particularly 
?rm fastening of the lathing against the 
spacers. It is noted that in Figures 2 and 3, 
nails are shown both'before and after bending. 
And it will be further noted that no exact 
arrangement or disposal of‘ the furring mem 
bers is required for permitting a mounting 
of the lathing thereon. It will thus be clear 
that the application and use of the members 4 
involves a minimum of manipulation on the 
part of a mechanic, whereby the preparation 
of a wall for a stucco coat may be effected 
in a minimum time. 7 v 

While the fastening device of the invention 
is herein described as particularly applied for 
securing and furring lathing of the expanded 
metal type, it will be clear that the major ad 
yantages thereof would also accrue in its use 
with woven wire netting used for the same 
purpose, particularly if said netting is of 
relatively small mesh. 
“7e claim: ' 
1. Means for securing metal lathing to a 

, wall member in spaced relation therefrom 
comprising a perforated spacer arranged to 
be interposed between the lathing and wall 
member, a nail disposable through the spacer 
perforation and arranged for drivlng into the 
wall member, and an integral collar on sald 
nail at an intermediate point thereof co 
operative with the spacer for limiting the in 
ward driving of the nail whereby the spacer 
is arranged to be ?xed against the wall and 

~ an outer nail portion protrudes from the 
spacer. 
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spacer is arranged to be ?xed against the wall 
and an outer nail portion protrudes from the 
spacer, said outer nail portion being arranged 
to be bent over against the lathing for secur 
ing the same against the outer face of the 
spacer. 

. 3. Means for securing metal lathing to a 
wall member in spaced relation therefrom 
comprising a nail arranged to be driven 
into the member, a spacer carried by and fric 
tionally gripping an intermediate portion of 
said nail for movement of the nail there 
through, and stop means on said nail coopera 
tive with said spacer to limit the amount of 
driving of said nail into the wall member. 

4. Means for securing metal lathing to a 
wall member in spaced relation therefrom 
comprising‘ a straight nail arranged to be 
driven into the member, and a spacer of 
yielding material engaged about an interme 
diate portion of said nail and arranged for 
bearing engagement with and betweenthe 
wall member and lathing, the nail portion 
outwardly of said spacer being'arranged to 
be extended outwardly through an interstice 
of the lathing and thereafter 'bent trans~ 
versely of the nail axis to engage a strand 
of the lathing to secure the same against the 
outer bearing surface of the spacer. 

5. Means for securing a backing sheet and 
. . 9 

sheet reinforcement to a support member in ' 
respectively engaged and spaced relation 
from the member, comprising a nail pro~ 
viding an intermediate and ?xed stop and 
carrying a spacer displaceably ?xed thereon 

, between the stop and the nail point whereby a 
driving of the nail through the backing sheet 
to the limit imposed by the engagement of the 
spacer between the stop ‘and sheet will ?x the 
backing sheet against the member and a nail 1 
portion will protrude from the spacer for dis 
posal through an interstice of the reinforce 
ment, said latter nail portion being arranged 
to be bent outwardly of its point of emergence 
from the spacer to be disposed transversely of 
the nail axis and outwardly of the reinforce 
ment for securing the latter against _the 
spacer. . 

In testimony whereof we af?x our signa 
tures. ' 

MERTON B. THRIFT. 
FRED E. PLANETT. 

2. Means for securing metal lathing to a 7 
wall member in spaced relation therefrom 
comprising a spacer arranged to be interposed 
between the lathing and wall member, a sepa-_ 
rate nail member disposable through the 
spacer and arranged for driving into the wall 
member, and means on said naillcooperative 
with the spacer for simultaneously limltmg 
the inward driving of the nail whereby the 
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