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This invention relates to advertising dis-I 
play signs upon which the letters, numerals, 
characters or a facsimile of the article to 
be advertised are placed in any desired man 
ner and which are caused to be held'in posi-‘ 
tion by means of magnetism. 
The object of this invention is to produce 

an advertising display sign having aback‘ 
ing member or supporting surface of a mag 
netic metal such as soft iron to which small 
permanent magnets are held by their mag 
netic attraction; said permanent magnets 
having fastened to them, letters, numerals, 
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characters or a facsimile of an article or arti 
cles to be advertised. . 

‘Another object of my‘ invention isfto pro. 
duce a letter, numeral or facsimile of an arti 
cleto be advertised to be used in connection 
with magnetic display signs, said letters” 
numerals, characters or facsimile being com 

, posed of a non-magnetic material such as card 
board, bakelite, insulating material, compo 
sition material, or‘ preferably celluloid to 

_ which is securely fastened [by any suitable 
means a small permanent magnet. 
Another object of my invention is to pro 

duce a letter, numei‘ah-character or facsimile 
of an article to be advertised which will be 

~ ?exible and not easily destroyed when han 
30 dled, and which will be very light in weight 

so that a small permanent magnet ~secured to,’ 
its rearsurface may hold it in any, desired 
position upon a supporting surface of mag 
netic meta . ’ ' _ I - _ 

Another object of my invention‘ is to pro 
' duce a display sign supon which letter nu. 
merals, characters or a facsimile of an o ject‘ 
'orarticle may be placed in any desired order, 
and which may be readily changed at Will. 

' without defacing ‘the sup, 'or'ting member or 
’ ,--_.-in'juring-'the letters, num ers,‘ characters or 
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_' I i A further object of my invention is to pro- ' 
-' ,duce a magnetic displaysign 'which'willabe 
45 a permanent ?xture due to its characters be-‘ 

ing magnetically applied and which wi'll'be 
~» lattrac'tive'in appearance, and inexpensive to 
..manufacture.' ' ~ 

With these and other objects in view, to be 
more fully set forth hereinafter, the inven 

tion consists in the novel construction,lcom‘-U 
b1nat1on~_ of elements and arrangement of 
parts which will be exempli?ed in the opera 
tion and construction herein described in the 
following speci?cation-and illustrated in the 
accompanying drawings, “' 
The invention will ?rst be described in con 

nectlon with the accompanying drawings, 
wherein similar reference characters are used 
to designate corresponding parts throughout 
the several views, and more speci?cally de 
?ned and indicated in the appended claims. 
The inventive idea involved is capable of 

recelvmg a variety of mechanicahex ressions, 
one of which,v for the purpose of illllstration 
is shown in the accompanying drawings, in 
which :* ' - 

Fig. .1 illustrates a front view of my mag— 
netic display sign with letters, numerals and 
a facsimile of anobject or article-tobe ad-'v 
vertised in position; 

Fig. 2 is an enlarged side view taken on 
the llne 2—2 of Fig. 1 (letter ,P) illustrating 
how the letters, numerals or a- facsimile 1s 
magnetically held ‘in position upon the sup 
porting member‘; ‘ - ‘ 1 

3 is a'_-rear view of the letter P; 
Fig. 4 is a 'rear view of the letter S; 

.. Fig. .5 is an end View of a modi?ed form'of - 
letter of non-magnetic material having two 
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permanent magnets secured thereto to holdit ‘ 
in position u on a magnetic metal due to its 
Increased welght;v and I v 

- Flg. 6 is a rear view .of same. 
' Referring to the drawings, numeral 1 rep 
resents a supporting member of- magnetic 
metal such as soft sheet iron around which is 
placed the frame or edging 2*. The letters . i 
and numerals 3 and the facsimile 5 may be 
of any desired type and s'ize,,and composed of 
any non-magnetic’ material vwhich will be 
?exible and light inweight, preferably cellu 
loid, the surface of which may be decorated 
to suit a particular article to be advertised 
or to- match ‘any desired color scheme. The 
permanent‘magnet 4 is securely'fastene'd to ' 
the rear sur'faceofthe letters and numerals 
3 and facsimile 5 by means of cement or any 
one of many other suitable ‘means. , The 
?anges 6, integral with the letters, 
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and facsimile, serve to preserve the relation 
of the latter parallelwith the surface of the 
supporting . member when one permanent 
ma net is used as illustrated in Figures 1, 2, 3 ' 
an 4, The ?anges 6 serve as spacing mem 
bers which when placed in contact with the 
supporting member 1, but with the letters 
or numerals 3 slightly canted, space the ma - 
nets from‘athe background or member 1. n 
this osition the letters can be moved around 
free y, spaced and adjusted and, when in,’ 

can be rotated upon their proper position, 
bringing the magnets ?anges 6 as fulcrums, 

down upon the surface of the member 1, to re- _ 
tain the letter in position and thus avoid all 
sliding or frictional movement of the hard 
steel magnets over the ?nished surface of 
the member 1. _ - ' 

In Figs. 5 and 6 I have illustrated a modi 
?ed. form, of letter -7 composed of'heavy ma 

the ‘supporting edge 6. is dis 
pens'ed with, but owing to the weight of the 

. letterI employ a plurality of permanent 
magnets 4 ,to- retain or hold’the same in 
proper position on the supporting member 1. 

‘ In accordance with the provisions of the 
patent. statute, I have described my inven 

I tion, but I desire it understood that it is not 
' con?ned to the 

i the appended claims, 

particular form shown ‘ and 
described, the same being merely illustrative, 

' and ‘that the‘ invention‘ can be carried out in 
' other ways without departing from the spirit 
of m - invention, and therefore, I claim, 
broa y the right to employ all equivalent in 

. strumentalities coming within- the scope. of V 
and by means of which, ._ 

objects of my invention are attained and new 
’ results accomplished, as it‘ is obvious that ‘the 
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particular em odiments herein shown and de 
scribed are only some of many- that can be em 

plish these results. 
Having now 

I claim and desire to secure 'by Letters 
Patentis: . - - _' 

1. In a display device, a background'memi' 
ber having a magnetic surface and a ‘detach 
able character unit, the latter comprising a 
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said rear face in spaced relation to said ful 
crum member, said magnet being so propor 
tioned as to contact with and'adhere to said 
surface when said plate is swung upon said 
fulcrum member to a position substantially 
parallel to said surface. ' 

,3. In a display device, a background mem 
ber having a magnetic surface ‘and a detach 
able character unit, the latter comprising a V 
plate having a fulcrum member upon its rear 
face, said fulcrum member comprising a non 
magnetic marginal ?ange, a permanent mag 
net secured to said rear face'in spaced rela-. 
tion to said?ange, said magnet being so pro 
portioned as to contact with and adhere to 
said surface when said plate is swung upon 
said ?ange to a position substantially parallel 
to said surface. 

4. In a display device, a background mem- 
her having a magnetic surface and a detach 
able character unit, the latter comprising a 
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plate of thin non-magnetic material havlngj ' 
an integral backward turned marginal ?ange, 
a permanent magnet secured to the rear face‘ I 
ofgsaid plate in spaced relation to said ?ange, 
said magnet being so proportioned as to con 
tact with and adhere to said surface when 
said ?ange is placed upon said surface and 
said plate is rotated upon the edge of, said 
?ange as a- fulcrum to apo'sition substantially 
parallel t0.,said surface. - 

- This speci?cation signed this 29th day (if 
November, 1926. 

‘ ' ~i - _ IRA ZW. SMITH. 

vployed to, attain these objects and accom-. ' 

described myinvention what ' 
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plate having a fulcrum member of non-mag- - - 
netic materiah'upon its rear face adjacent a 
margin thereof, a ermanent magnet secured 
to said rear face in spaced relation to said 
fulcrum member, said ma et being so pro 
portioned. as to. contact with and- adhere to 
said surface when said fulcrum member is 
placed upon said 
swung upon said 
tion substantially 

2. In a’display evice, 
ber having a magnetic surface and .a detach 
able character ‘ 't, the latter comprising a 

fulcrum member to .a posi 
arallel’ to said ‘surface. 

platehaving a ‘fulcrum member upon its rear ' 
face, said member comprising spacing means 
of non-magnetic material adjacent a margin 
of said plate, a permanent magnet secured to 

surface and said plate‘is . 
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