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This invention primarily relates to that 
type of folding chairs in which the seat is 
pivotally and slidably connected at its rear, 
end to a pair of rear legs and at an inter 
mediate point to a pair of front legs, which 
are extended to form a back and to which the 
rear legs are also pivoted, so that the whole 
chair may be folded ?at. . 
In forming the pivotal connection between 

the sides of the seatframe and the front legs, 
and between the ends of- the rear legs and 
the front legs, it has been customary to pass 
bolts through the front legs into the seat 
frame and rear legs, leaving the heads of the 
bolts exposed at the outer sides of the front 

This is objectionable, not only because of 
the unsightly appearance of the bolt heads, 
but also on account ‘of the fact that they are 
liable to work outward from the sides of the 
legs, so that they are likely to tear clothing. 
The objects of my invention are to provide 

a construction for a chair of the above de 
scribed type which is constructed of semi 
tubular metal strips and in which'the neces 
sity of the provision of pivots between the 
seat and front legs, which will extend to, or 
be visible from the outer sides of the chair, 
will be avoided, so that there will be no pro 
truding bolt heads in the construction which 
will be liable to tear clothing, and which will 
give a more ?nished appearance to the con 
struction and increase its strength and reduce 
the manufacturing costs. 

I accomplish these objects in the manner 
hereinafter described and as illustrated in 
the accompanying drawing in which: - > 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view- of a folding 
chair embodying my invention. 

Fig. 2 is a side view thereof in folded po 
sition. 

Figs. 3 and 5 are detail sectional views at 
lines 3-3 and 5—5 respectively of Fig. 2. 

Fig. 4 is a detail view of the speci?c con 
necting means which I employ. _ , 

Fig. 6 is a detail view at line 6-6 of 
Fig. 4. j , 

As shown in the drawing, the front legs 
and back frame are formed from a continu 
ous semi-tubular strip of metal 10 bent in 

' ends of the strips 
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U-form, so that the opposite portions‘ are 
parallel and the slot formed between the 
longitudinal edges of the strip is arranged at 
the adjacent or inner sides. A back plate 11 
is set into the slot at the semi-circular por 
tion of the strip. The rear legs 12 and seat 
frame 13 are also‘ formed of semi-tubular 
metal, the legs 12 being arranged so that the 
slot between the edges faces forwardly and 
the frame 13, so that its slot faces inward to 
receive the seat 14. The end portions of the 
seat frame are connected by pivots 15 to the 
shanks of clips 16, the latter each having a 
rounded head portion which is slidably ?t 
ted in the adjacent legs 12, as shown in 
Fig. 3. ~ 

According to the present invention I pro 
vide a pair of semi-tubular connecting metal 
strips 17 which have an external diameter 
corresponding to the internal diameter of the . 
legs 10, and which are of su?icient length 
to extend for the greater portion of the 
length of the straight portions thereof, so 
that they may be slidably ?tted therein, or 
telescoped therewith. _\ 
The upper ends of the rear legs 12 are con 

nected to corresponding end portions’of the 
strips 17 by pivot bolts 18, the side ‘portions 
of the legs being engaged with the middle 
portions of the strips, so that the bolts 18 
pass through the, latter and through both 
sides of the legs and are riveted vagainst the 
inner sides thereof. In like manner, the 
side portions of the seat frame are pivoted, 
at intermediate points therein, to strips‘ 17 
by bolts 19, 'which are 
middle portions of'both the frame and the 
strips, as shown in Fig. 6, the bolts 19 being 
secured by nuts 20,‘ as shown, or by riveting. 
To assemble the construction thus formed, 

the end portions of the strips>17, to which 
the legs 12 are pivoted, are inserted in the 
ends of the legs 10, in opposite relation 
thereto, and telescoped therewith until the 

engage thelower edge 
of the back plate‘ _ 
against the semi-circular inner side of the 
top portion which connects legs 10. The 
length of the strips 17 and arrangement of 
the pivots 18, 19 with relation thereto, is 

11 and force it firmly. 
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such that the pivots will then be held in the 
desired position with relation to the legs 10. 
Also, as thus arranged the strips 17 close the 
slot in the inner sides of the legs 10. A cross 
brace 21 is provided, having cylindrically 
formed end portions which are adapted to be 
slidably ?tted within the legs 10, and these 
end portions are passed therein until they 
engage the lower ends of the strips 17 and 
then are secured in this position by rivets 
22, as shown in detail on Fig. 5, thereby se 
curely holding the strips 17 against longi 
tudinal movement within the legs 10. The 
lower portions of the legs 12 are bound to 
gether by a brace in any convenient manner, 
as shown in Fig. 1. 
With the above described construction the 

pivot bolts 18 and 19 are located within the 
strips 17, which close the slots in. the legs 10 
for the portion thereof throughout which 
the strips 17 extend, and the outer ‘ends of the 
pivot bolts are enclosed by the legs 10, but do 
not pass through the same, so that these piv 
ots are not visible from the outersides. At 

, the same time, the connection between the 
seat frame and front legs and between the 
rear legs and front legs 1s quite as secure as 

, with the method previously employed. The 
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‘ provide longitudinally slotted inner sides, a’ 
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construction also has a-more ?nished appear 
ance than the previous construction, while 
its strength and rigidity is increased. 

It has also been ascertained by experience 
that the manufacturing cost of the above de 
scribed construction is substantially reduced 
as compared with the cost of a chair otherwise 
similarly constructed. 

I claim: 
1.'In a folding chair, a pair of front legs 

formed of semi-tubular metal arranged to 
provide longitudinally slotted inner sides, a 
pair of rear legs, 
nected at its rear end to said rear legs, semi 
tubulaik metal connecting strips ?tted within 
said front legs, pivots extending‘through said 
strips and slots and engaged with the top 
ends of said rear legs and intermediate por 
tions of said seat frame, and means for hold 
ing said strips in ?xed relation within said 
front legs. Y- ’ 

2. In a folding ‘chair, a pair'of front legs 
formed of semi-tubular metal arranged to 

pair or rear legs, a seat frame pivotally con 
nected at its rear end to said rear legs, semi 
tubular metal connecting strips ?tted within 
said front legs, and arranged with their mid 
dle portions in position to close said slots, 
pivots extending through the middle portions 
of said strips and through said slots and en-' 
gaged with the top ends of said rear legs and 
with the sides of said seat frame at interme 
diate points therein and means for holding 
paid strips in ?xed relation within said front 
egs. 

3. In a folding chair, a pair of front legs 

. portions of 
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formed of semi-tubular metal arranged to 
provide longitudinally slotted inner sides, a 
pair of rear legs, a seat frame pivotally and 
slidably connected with. intermediate por 
tions of said rear legs, semi-tubular metal 
connecting strips ?tted within said front 
legs and arranged with their middle portions 
in position to close said slots, bolts extending 
through said slots and the middle portions of 
said strips and engaged with the inner sides 
of the latter at one end and pivotally con 
nected at their opposite ends with the top 
portions of said rear legs and with the sides 
of said seat frame at intermediate points‘ 
therein, and means for holding said strips in 
?xed relation with said front legs. 

4.. In a folding chair, a semi-tubular metal 
frame section having its intermediate portion 
‘forming the chair back frame and its end por 
tions forming the front legs and arranged to 
provide a continuous longitudinal slot at the 
inner side thereof, a seat back ?tted in said 
slot within said intermediate portion, a. pair 
of rear legs, a seat frame pivotally and slid 
ably connected at its rear end with_interme 
diate portions of said rear legs, semi-tubular 
connecting strips ?tted within said front legs 
arranged with their middle portions in posi 
tion to close said slots, and engaged at their 
upper ends with said back plate, bolts ex 
tending through said slots and'the middle 
portions of said strips and forming pivotal 
connections between said strips and the top 

said rear legs and with interme 
diate side portions of said seat frame, and 
means for holding said strips in ?xed relation 
with said frame section. 
In testimony whereof, I have signed my 

name to this speci?cation. 
JULIUS L. CABLE. 
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