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The present'invention relates to an im 
proved ?re place ‘shutter and screen and has 
for its principal object to provide a structure 
that may be associated with a firepiace' that 
is in‘ the course of construction. 
One of the important objects of the present 

' invention is to provide a ?replace shutter 
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and screen that will replace the ordinary 
movable or portable screen which is un 
sightly and unhandy. 

Still a further object is to provide a ?re 
place shutter and screen that will prevent 
the smoke from the ?re in the fire place en 
terin the room, this being prevented by 
lowering the shutter. - 

Still a further object is to provide a ?re 
place shutter and screen of the above men 
tioned character which is simple 1n construc 
tion, inexpensive, strong and durable, and 
further well adapted to the purpose for 
which it is designed. 

Still a further object is to provide a ?re 
place shutter and screen which includes a 
pair of rollers on which are wound respec 
tively the screen and shutter, means being 
provided for independently actuating the 
rollers. ' - _ 

Other objects of the invention will become 
apparentas the nature of the invention pro 
ceeds and when taken in connection with 
the accompanying drawings, forming a part 
of this application. _ 
In the accompanying drawing, whereln 

‘like numerals designate like parts through 
out the several views: I _ 
_ Figure 1 is a fragmentary front elevation 
of a ?re place, wherein the present invention 
is built into the same, the shutter and 
screen being shown in a partly lowered po 
sition. ' - 

Figure 2 isa vertical sectional view 
through. 

Figure 3 is a sectional view taken approxi 
mately on the line 3-—3'of Figure 1, show 
ing the housing forv the upper and lower 
rollers and the actuating means therefor, and 
Figure 4 is a sectional View through the 

?exible metallic shutter. ' 
In the drawings, wherein for the purpose 

of illustration is shown the preferredem 
bodiment- .of my invention, the screen or 
shutter is illustrated as being associated 
with a_ ?re place, undergoing construc 
tion, and in this respect the housing 19 isv 
supported against the inner face of the ?re 
place at the‘ top of the ?re place opening B, 

there 
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and the rear wall of this housing is disposed 
at an incline to form a continuation of the 
forward Wall of the ?ue or smoke passage C. 
This rear wall is provided with an opening 
that is normally closed by the closure 20. 
Arranged within the housing 19 are the up 
per and lower rollers 21 and 22, on which are 
adapted to_ be wound the ?exible metallic 
shutter 24: and screen 23 respectively. The 
lower edges ofthese members are reinforced 
by suitable bars illustrated at 25 and 26 
respectively, and these bars are provided 
with hand gripping means, shown at 27. 
‘The side edges of the screen and flexible 
shutter are operable ‘within suitable guides 
28 and 29 respectively that are arranged 
yertically at the sides of the ?re place open 
ing B and the bottom of the housing 
19 is provided with an opening in the front 
portion thereof that extends for substan 
tially. the full length of said housing to per 
mit the screen and shutter to pass there 
through. > 

The actuating means for the rollers arl 
ranged in the housing 19 comprises a bev 
elled gear 30 that is secured on one end of the 
upper roller supporting shaft. A similar 
bevelled gear 31 is associated with the lower 
roller; A transverse ‘shaft 32 extends 
through a suitable guide sleeve 33, arranged 
in the front side of the top portion of the 
?re place A and the inner end of this shaft 
carries a bevelled pinion 34 that has meshing 
engagement with the bevelled gear 30. A11 
actuatlng crank 35 is associated with the 
outer end of this shaft 32 as clearly shown in 
Figure 3. i _ _ 

A similar shaft 36 extends through a sleeve 
37 arranged in the front side of the ?re place 
below the sleeve 33 and the inner end of the 
shaft 36 carries a bevelled pinion 38 that 
meshes with the bevelled gear 31 while an 
actuating crank 39 is associated, with the 
outer end of this shaft 36. 
When not in use, the screen and shutter 

may be wound on the respective rollers and 
concealedwithin the housing. When it is 
desired to completely cover the ?re place 
opening, the actuating cranks may be actu 
ated to lower the screen and shutter, so that 
tfzlhe reinforcing bars 25 and 26 will touch the 
oor. ' 

A structure of the above mentioned char 
acter will not present an unsightly appear 
ance, and furthermore, due to its simplicity, 
the parts can be readily and easily actuated, 
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I and access to the rollers in the housing can opening, vand actuating meansv for the roller 30 
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be had through. the opening provided in the 
housing when the closure is removedi . \ 
While I have shown the preferred embodi 

ment of my invention, it is to be understood 
that various changes in the size,lshape and 
arrangement of parts may be resorted. to, 
without departing from the spirit of the in 
vention or the scope of the appended claims. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I‘claim. as new is: > . . 

1._In a ?re ‘place closure, ajcasing sup‘ 
ported against the inner face of the ?re 
place at the open top of the ?re place open- ' 
ing, the rear wall of the casing being dis-)~ 
posed at an incline to form a continuation of 
the forward wall of the ?ue, said rear wall 
being provided with an opening, a remov 
able cover ‘plate therefor, the bottom of the 
casing vbeing formed with an opening that 
extends for substantially the entire length 

' thereof; a roller journaled for rotation with 
in the casing, a ?exible shutter secured at its 
upper ,end to the roller and adapted to be 
normally wound therearound, said shutter 
being adapted for slidable movement through 
the [opening formed in the bottom of the 
casing, guides for the side edges of the shut 
ter arranged at the sides of the ?re place 

to unwind the shutter. -‘ 
2. In a ?re place closure, a casing sup 

ported against the inner face of the ?re place 
at the top of the ?re place opening, the rear 
wall of the casing being disposed at an in 35 

cline to form a continuation of the forward a 
wall of the?ue, said rear wall being formed‘ 
with an opening, a removable'cover plate 
therefor, the bottom of the casing being 
formed with a longitudinally extending slot, 
rollers journaled for rotation in the casing, 
a screen secured ‘at its upper edge on one of 
the rollers and adapted to‘ be wound there 
around, a shutter secured at its upper edge 
.on the other-roller and adapted to be wound 
therearound, said screen and shutter being 
adapted for movement through the slot in‘ the ' 
bottom of the casing, guides for the side 
edges of the screen and shutter respectively 
arranged at the sides of the ?replace open 
ing, and actuating means operable ‘at the 
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front of the ?re place for‘ operating. the» 
rollers to unwind the screen and shutter re 
spectively; ' i 

In testimony whereof I a?ix my signa 
ture. , ' ' ' ‘ ' 

'_ ‘. ANSON w; MUMFORD. » 
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