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This invention. relates to means for trim‘ 
ming the ends of reeds of musical inst-ru 
ments and the like, and has for one of its 
objects the provision of a portable and sim 
ply constructedtrimmer that may. be readily 
carried in the pocket of a player and used 
without leaving his seat, as in an orchestra. 
Musicians have found that " the reeds 

utilized in playing clarinets, saxophones, 
and other similar instruments will not long 
retain the desired thin, smooth edge re 
quisite to securing the best tones from the in— 
struments, the thin tip of the reed becoming 
cracked or notched during use. while 
it is possible ‘ to restore the tip of 
the reed to its previous condition by 
trimming with an edged tool such as 
a penkmfe, it is extremely difficult 
for the average user to so trim the reed. 
Either the shape of the reed’s tip is altered 
so as to interfere with its re-use in playing, 
or a much too. large portion is trimmed from 
the tip,,resulting in the rapid shortening 
of the reed to the point where it can no 
longer be secured upon the instrument, or 
both, occur when reeds are trimmed by un 
skilled operators, An-object of my inven 
tion is to provide an instrument for trim 
ming the thin tips of reeds that can be, read— 
ily used by unskilled operators, and whereby 
the desired shape of the reed’s tip may be 
accurately maintained. Also’ my instru 
mentpermits-the paring of a very minute 
portion from the edge of the reed’s tip and 
permits the operator to see at all times just 
how muchis being trimmed from the reed. 

Other objects and advantages will be ap 
parent from the following description 
wherein reference is made to the accom 
panying drawings illustrating a preferred 
embodiment of my invention and wherein 
similar reference numerals designate simi 
lar parts throughout the several views. 
In the drawings: ' 
Figure 1 is a plan view of my improved 

trimming device with a reed in position for 
the trimming operation. 
Figure 2 is a central longitudinal section 

therethrough, and 
Figure 3 is a view similar to Figure 2, 

showing the position assumed by the reed 
and trimming device after the desired pore 
tien been. from. the resell " 

Serial No. 215,795. 

Referring now to the drawings, the nu 
meral 5 designates a plate forming the, body 
of my improved trimming device and formed 
adjacent one extremity with a curved slit 
6 and an integral cutter member 7 shaped 
to accurately tit into the curved slit 6 but 
severed from the plate 5 on all but one side 
(note Figure 2). The plate 5 is preferably 
formed of metal, as for example, spring 
brass or steel; and the adjacent edges of the 
cutter 7 and slit 6 are formed so as to closely 
align with each other when the cutter mem~ 
her is in the plane of the plate 5 during the 
cutting operation (note Figure The ends 
of the plate beyond the unsevered side of the 
cutter member is normally bent upwardly, 
substantially as shown in Figure 2, the cutter 
member remaining in the plane of the cen 
ter of the plate. The size of the plate 5 
is such that it will conveniently ?t in a 
vest pocket, purse or the like, and is pref 
erably made but slightly longer than the 
usual length of reeds used on musical in 
struments. To aid in forming the cutter 
member 7 and slit 6, I preferably provide a 
pair of apertures 8 in the plate 5 at the ex 
tremities of the slit and comparatively 
close to the side edges of the plate, the end 
of the plate beyond the aperture being there 
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by provided with a hinge, or portion on ' 
which it ?exes, of lesser width than that of 
the cutter member. 

In use the reed to be trimmed, as 9, is 
arranged with its under side resting upon 
the upper surface of the plate 5 and with 
its thin tip extending through the slit 6 
into contact with the under side of the up 
wardly bent end of the plate 5, substantially 
as shown in Figures 1 and 2. The extent of 
thetip’s edge desired to be trimmed can be 
readily determined by sliding the reed back 
and forth upon the plate 5 until only the por~ 
tion desired to be removed contacts with the 
under side of the plate. In this way a very 
minute slice can be taken from the tip of 
the reed, and the slice to be removed is at 
all times visible to the operator. While the 
cutter member 7 may be struck up. from the 
plane of the plate 5, I preferably leave the 
cutter member in the plane of the body por 
tion of the plate, and bend upwardly, the 
end of the plate so that the endj'w ll of the 
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the ordinary thickness of the reed’s tip, and 
accordingly it is necessary to slightly spring 
upwardly the end of the plate in inserting 
the tip of the reed into the position shown in 
Figures 1 and 2. This results in giving a 
spring pressure upon the tip of the reed to 
aid in holding it during the aligning and 
cutting operations, and the body portion of 
the reed can be similarly held against the 
plate 5 by a thumb or ?nger of the operator. 
To insure the accurate positioning of the 
reed within the slit 6 so that the cutting 
operation will give the desired shape to the 
tip after a portion has been removed there 
from, I preferably rovide a series of par 
allel lines 10 upon tllie upper surface of the 
plate 5. The sides of the reeds used are 
ordinarily parallel and can be readily 
aligned with one or another set of the lines 
10 according to the width of the reed to be 
trimmed. After the tip of the reed has been 
inserted into the slit 6 to the desired ex 
tent and the sides of the reed have been 
adjusted to bring them into parallelism with 
one or another set of lines 10, the desired 
portion is cut from the reed byv pressing the 
end of the plate 5 from the position shown 
in Figure 2 to substantially the position 
shown in Figure 3. Or in other words, the 
end of'the plate 5 is pressed into re-align 
ment with the plane of the cutter member 7, 
bringing the free edge of the cutter member 

7 and the wall of the slit 6 into alignment, 
shearing the portion below the end of the 
plate 5 from the remainder of the reed. It 
is to be understood that the shape of the 
slit 6, and particularly the intermediate por 
tion thereof, is in accordance with the de 
sired shape for the reed’s tip. 
‘lVhile it is possible to construct a slit 6 

and cutter member 7 of sui‘licient width to 
trim practically all of the reeds ordinarily 
used upon musical instruments, I have found 

' it di?icult, with a very wide cutter member, 

, trimmed therein. 

to retain the desired shape upon the tip of 
‘the comparatively narrow reeds when 

Accordingly I preferably 
provide a plurality of slits and cutter mem 

» hers for trimming the narrower reeds and 

comparatively wide reeds. 

vice versa._ In the illustrated. embodiment 
of my invention I have shown a pair of 
slits and cutter members, the slit 6 and cut 
terjmember 7 beingarranged for compara 
tively narrow reeds while the slit 6“ and 
cutter member 7a are arranged for trimming 

Moreover, the 
arrangement is such that the same set of par 
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allel lines 10 may be utilized for aligning 
the sides of reeds to be trimmed by either 
cutter member 7 or 73. ~ 
From the above it will be apparent that 

I have provided a trimming device of great 
simplicity, that may be readily used by un 
skilled operators to trim reeds of various 
widths to the desired shape, and whereby 
very minute portions may be trimmed from 
the tips of the reeds. Moreover, the entire 
device is of such size that it can be readily 
transported in the pocket or purse of an 
operator and the trimming operation can be 
performed at any place without the need of 
special tools other than my improved trim 
ming device. I . 

While it will be apparent that the illus 
trated embodiment of my invention herein 
disclosed is well calculated to adequately 
fulfill the objects and advantages primarily 
stated, it is to be understood that the inven 
tion is susceptible to variation, modification 
and change within the spirit and scope of 
the subjoined claims. ' 
“That I claim is: -- . 

1. In a device of the character described, 
a body plate of resilient metal having 
formed therein a curved slit and a pair of 
apertures at the extremities of the slit, an 
integral cutter member arranged with its 
free edges conforming to thewalls of said 
slit the end of the plate beyond the apertures 
being adapted to ?ex relatively to the cutter 
member on a line joining the said apertures, 
the end of the plate being bent to normally 
extend out of the plane of the center of the 
body plate, and a plurality of parallel guide 
lines arranged on the surface of the plate to 
facilitate accurate positioning Within the slit 
of the material to be cut. _ ‘ 

2. In a device of the character described a 
body plate of resilient metal having formed 
therein a pair of curved slits of different 
widths adjacent the opposite ends of the 
body plate and a pair of apertures at the 
extremities of the slits, an integral cutter 
member arranged with its free edges con 
forming tothe walls of said slits, the ends 
of the body plate beyond said slits normally 
extending out of the plane of the cutter 
member, and a plurality‘ of parallel lines ar 
ranged on the surface of the plate to facili 
tate accurate positioning of the material to 
be cut withineither of said slits. 
In witness whereof I hereunto set my 

Josnrn n.‘ BEARD. 
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