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To all whom it may concern : 
Be it known that I, THOMAS J. SLoAN, of 

the city, county, and State of New York, have 
invented an Improvement in Wood-Screws, of 
which the following is a speci?cation: 
The object of this invention is to provide a 

wood-screw which may be driven either by a 
common square-ended screw-driver or by a 
driver constructed especially for it, the former 
permitting the use of the screw, under ordi 
nary conditions, with as great efficiency as is 
possible with the common screw, and the lat 
ter enabling it to be driven under conditions 
in which the ordinary screw-driver would slip 
from the groove in the head of the screw, and, 
as frequently occurs, mar or fracture the head, 
injuring the symmetrical appearance of the 
head, and in many cases destroying the util 
ity of the screw. ' 
The invention consists in a screw construct 

ed with a groove or nick having the usual 
depth at the center of the head and deepened 
outwardly, with sloping surfaces, to the sides 
of the head, whereby, as may be preferred, or 
as occasion may demand, a notched or spe 
cially-"constructed driver may be applied to 
the screw, to exert a great degree of force in 
driving the same without danger of slipping, 
or a common screw-driver employed to turn 
the screw in the ordinary manner. 

Figure 1 is a partial longitudinal section of 
a wood-screw made according to my invention. 
Fig. 2 is a side view of the same. Fig. 3 is a 
partial section of a modi?cation of the same. 
Fig. 4 is a top view of the same, and Fig. 5 is 
a side view of the driver more especially de 
signed for use therewith. 
The shank A and head B, except as herein 

after particularly speci?ed, are of the usual 
form and structure, and therefore require no 
special description. 
The nick or groove of the head of the screw 

is represented at a, but, instead of being ?at 
or straightbottomed, as in the common wood 
screw, or sloping laterally from a point ?ush 
with the outer surface, as in screws hitherto 
proposed for use in connection with indented 

‘screw-drivers, the groove a in my aforesaid 
screw has at its center 0’ the depth of the usual 
nick of the common screw, and, sloping later 
ally outward. and downward from this point 
to the sides of the head, (opening at or through 
the said sides,) as shown at f’, is much deeper 
at its end portions than at its center. Such 
being the character of the groove, the notched 
driver shown in Fig. 5 may be inserted, and, 
holding not only at the center, but with a deep 
er and ?rmer hold at the ends of the groove 
than is possible with the straight-bottomed 
groove, enables a greater purchase to be had 
upon the screw than is possible with screws 
made with the straight - bottomed grooves. 
Moreover, the groove in my aforesaid improved 
screw, having at its center a depth equal to 
that of the usual straight-bottomed groove, 
permits, in the absence of the indented driver, 
the insertion and use of the ordinary straight 
ended driver, with just-as much convenience 
and ef?ciency as is possible with the common 
wood-screw, and, furthermore, even with the 
ordinary driver aforesaid, my improved screw 
may be applied in use with greater efficiency 
and facility than the common screw, for the 
reason that the slopes f’, in connection with 
the depth of the groove at the center 0’ per 
mits the driver to be held ‘at a greater angle 
to the axis of the screw, without displacement 
from the groove, than would be possible with 
the common screw, or, for that matter, with 
lateral grooves or notches starting flush with 
the outer surface of the head, and designed 
for the reception of aforked or indented driver. 
What I claim as my invention is 
The wood-screw constructed with the groove 

a, having at its center 0’ the depth of the nick 
of the common wood~screw, and deepened 
with sloping surfaces to and through the sides 
of the head, substantially as and for the pur 
pose herein set forth. \ 
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