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This invention relates to improvements in 
electric lamp sockets and has for its primary 
object to provide, in a manner as hereinafter 
set forth, a socket in which a standard elec 

5 trio lamp of‘the usual screw threaded base 
construction, may be inserted and securely 
held, without the necessity of rotating either 
the socket or the lamp. 
A further object is to provide a socket as 

10 above mentioned, which is particularly 
adapted for the ready connection of electric 
appliances, wherein said connection may be 
made without twisting the cord to which 
the plug or base ?xture is attached. 
A further object is to provide a socket, as 

hereinafter set forth, which is equipped with 
resilient means to grip the lamp or‘ cord 
base, thereby enabling the connection to be 
made in a fraction of the time required with 

20 the internally screw threaded type of socket. 
A further object is to provide a socket as 

above mentioned, which is simple in con 
struction and positive in action, and which 
may be manufactured at no additional cost 
to that of the. usual threaded type socket. 
Other objects and advantages will be ap 

parent during the course of the following 
description. ' ' 

In the accompanying drawings, in which 
like numerals are employed to designate like 
parts throughout the same, 

- Figure 1 is an elevation of a socket and 
lamp engaged therewith, with a portion of 
the socket broken away and shown in sec 
tion, ' . - 

5 Figure 2 is a similar view with the lamp 
removed, and 
Figure 3 is a perspective of the inner ring 
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40 to- said ring. . _ 

In the accompanying drawings, wherein 
for the purpose of illustration is shown an 
embodiment of my invention, the numeral 
5 designates generally an electric socket 

45- member having a top portion 6 of usual con 
struction and a bottom portion 7, wherein 
my invention resides. The outercaslng Sis 
formed with external screw threads 9, as 1s 
usual in ?xtures of this type, although the 
threads are not essential and form no part 
of the present invention. _ -' _ 
The bottom portion 7 1s formed with the 

usual opening or cavity 10, about the an 
nular wall of which is disposed a layer of 
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of the socket and the resilient clips secured - 

insulation 11. The insulation 11 covers the _ 

entire area of said annular wall and has its 
outer end flush with the outer end of the 
casing 8. - . 

Disposed circumferentially within the 
opening 10 is a cylindrical ring 12, which 
?ts snugly against the insulation 11 and 
has a length of approximately one third the 
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length or depth of the opening. Said ring . 
is formed at its upper or inner end with an 
inwardly extending annular ?ange 13, which 
is secured to the top portion 6 by suitable 
means such as the screws 111. 

Secured to the inner face of the ring 12, 
at equal distances apart, circumferentially 
thereof, are a plurality of resilient clips 15, 
which may be of any number desired, four 
being shown in the present embodiment. 
The ‘clips 15 are provided with transverse 
corrugations 16, which in section are coun 
terparts-to the external threads 17 of the 
standard base 18 of the lamp 19. 1 
The clips 15 are positioned in the ring 

12 with their inner end portions in longi 
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tudinal alinement therewith and the outer, I 
corrugated ends of the clips are offset in 
wardly at a slight angle to normally rest 
out of contact with the annular wall of the 
opening as clearly shown in Figure 2. The 
corrugations 16 are so disposed relative to 
the length of the clip that the extreme outer 
end portions 20 of the clips are inclined 
toward the wall of the opening and rest 
there-against when the base 18 is inserted 
between the clips, as clearly shown in Fig 
ure 1. Likewise, reference to Figure 1 will 
show that the central portions of the clips 
are out of contact with the wall of the open 
mg. - 

When the base 18 is inserted in the open 
ing 10, the ends 20 of the clips 15 are forced, 
outwardly into contact with the wall of the 
opening. As the base is inserted farther 
into the opening, the space 21 between the 
central portions of the clips and the wall of 
the opening permits the clips to ?ex out 
wardly, intermediate their ends to permit 
the threads 17 of the base 18 to slip over 
the convex portions of the inner faces of 
the corrugations 16. When thethreads 17 
are in peripheral alinement with the con 
cave portions of the inner faces of the cor 
rugations 16, ‘the inherent resilient quality 
of the ‘clips 15 causes their central longitudl 
nal portions to spring inwardly as shown 
in Figure 1, wherein the base 18 is shown 
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inserted completely within the opening, 
with its contact point 22 in position against, 

‘the contact point 23 of the top portion 6. 
The base 18 may be forced straight into 

the opening 10, however its entry therein 
may be‘ facilitated by imparting to the base 
a slight reciprocatory rotary movement. 
Obviously, its removal may be facilitated in 
the same manner. 

It is to be understood that the form of my 
invention herewith shown and described is‘ 
to be taken as a preferred example of the 
same, and that various changes in the size, 
shape, and arrangement of parts may be 
.resorted to without departing from the 
spirit of the invention or the scope of the 
subjoined claims. ' ‘ 

What I claim is: 
1. Ina deviceof the character described, 

‘a socket memberv having an annular Wall, a 
ring positioned against the inner face of 
said wall at the inner end of the latter, and 
a plurality of corrugated resilient clips se 
cured at their inner ends to the inner face 
of said ring whereby the latter spaces the 
inner end portions of the clips from the 
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wall, said clips being offset inwardly with 
respect to said wall at a point adjacent said 
ring and extending to the diametrical plane, 
of the outer end of said wall. I 

2. In a device of the character described, 
30 

a socket member having an annular Wall, a ' 
ring positioned against the inner face of 
said wall at the inner end of the latter, and 
a plurality of corrugated resilient clips se 
cured at their inner ends to the inner face 
of said ring whereby the latter spaces the 
inner end portions of the clips from the 
vwall, said clips being o?'set inwardly with 
respect to said wall at a point adjacent said 
ring and extending to the diametrical plane 
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of the outer end of said wall, the outer ends 7 
of said clips being inclined outwardly with 
respect to said wall and coacting with said 
ring and the inwardly offset portions of 
said clips to provide for the abutment of 
the outer ends of the clips against the Wall 
with the central portions of the clips spaced 
from the wall. ‘ ' 

x In testimony whereof, I a?ix my signa 
ture hereto. 

I EDWIN W. ZWETSCH. 
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