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This invention relates to electric ?ttings 
such as a wall ?tting which is mounted in a 
wall outlet box, and especially to a receptacle 
having a pilot light connected therewith. 

I 5 In the use of wall receptacles, especially 
where they are used to supply current for 
electrical. attachments, such as ?at irons, 
toasters and the like, it is desirable to have as 
sociated with the receptacle a pilot light to 

10 indicate when the attachment is connected to 
the supply circuit. In previous arrangements 
of this type of device one of the objections 
has been that it was possible to connect the 
attachment in the circuit and thus get current 

15 for the attachment without lighting the pilot 
light and obviously such a device 1s unsatis 
factory as being unreliable. 

It is, therefore, an object of the present in 
vention to provide a receptacle and a pilot 

20 light associated therewith, in which the ele 
ments are so arranged that when the contact 
blades of the attachment plugl cap are insert- 7 
ed in the receptacle they wi insure closure 
of the circuit to the pilot light if the circuit 

25 is closed to the attachment to thusinsure that 
the pilot light is always lighted when the at 
tachment is connected in the circuit. 

It is also an object of the invention to pro 
vide a ?tting involving a receptacle and a 

30 pilot light which will be in one unitary struc 
ture, and will not require any more space in 
a wall outlet box than a single ?tting. 

lVith the foregoing and other objects ' in 
view, I have devised the construction illus 

35 trated in the accompanying drawing forming 
a part of this speci?cation, similar reference - 
characters being employed throughout the 
various ?gures to indicate corresponding ele 
ments. In this drawing, . 

Fig. 1 is a front elevation of the device. 
‘Fig. 2 is a vertical section substantially on 

line 2—2 of Fig. 1 and showing the wall out 
let box in dotted lines, and 

Fig. 3 is a rear elevation of the device. 
The drawing shows in Fig. 2 in dotted 

lines a wall 10 and the outlet box 11 mounted 
in. a recess therein, and the usual lead wires, 
not shown, from the house wiring system lead 
into this box in the usual manner, and are 

50 connected to the proper ?tting or electrical 
device mounted therein. » a 

My improved device comprises a receptacle 
to receive the contacts of an attachment plug 
cap to connect the attachment to the house 
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circuit an‘dassociated therewith a pilot light 
and mounting therefor, and they are so ar 
ranged that these two devices require no more 
space 1n the outlet box than a sin le ?tting. 
The electrical contacts are mounted in a sup 
port comprising a cover plate 12 made of suit 
able molded insulating material and rear 
wardly_ extending walls 13 molded in one 
piece with this cover plate and forming cham 
bers or recesses in which the various electrical 
contacts are mounted. At the lower art of 
the ?tting are a pair of spaced cham ers or 
recesses 14 and 15 in which are mounted re 
ceptacle or main plug engaging contacts 16 
and 1.7 respectively, and in the cover plate are 
openings 18 and 19 in the form of slots lead 
ing to these chambers respectively and form 
mg guides for the passage of the contact 
blades 20 of any suitable type of attachment 
plug cap 21 from which the usual lead wires 
extend to the electrical attachment being used. 
Mounted at the rear of the cover plate is a 
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binding post screw 22 mounted on a plate 23 a 
and secured to the rearwardly‘extending walls 
by means of a rivet 24 molded in these walls, 
and the lower spring receptacle contact 16 is 
secured to this plate. A second binding post 
screw 25 is mounted on a plate 26 similarly 
mounted on the rearwardly extending walls 
by rivet 27 molded in these walls, and the 
other receptacle contact 17 is connected to this 
plate. As the lead wires from the house cir 
cuit, or a switch connected in this circuit, are 
connected to the binding post screws-22 and 
25 the attachment will, of course, be connected 
in the supply circuit when the cap blades 20 
are in engagement with these receptacle con 
tacts. 

Associated with this receptacle is a pilot 
light for indicating when the attachment is 
connected in the circuit. This light com 
prises a small lamp 28 mounted in back of 
the cover plate. Mounted on one of the rear 
wardly extending walls is a plate 29 secured 
to this wall by rivet 30 molded in the wall, 
and this plate extends toward the cover plate 
and includes a pair of supports 31 and 32 
integral with this plate. The member 31 is 
in the form of substantially a ring with an 
opening therethrough to receive the threaded 
side l'ai'np contact 33 which is connected to one 
end of the‘?lament- in the lamp, and the other 
support 32 also has an opening therethrough 
for this threaded contact but one portion 

80 

85 

90 

95 

100 

105 i 



v10 

15 

20 

25 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

60 

65 

thereof is o?set as indicated at 34 a distance 
corresponding to the distance between, adja 
cent threads of the threaded contact, so that 
the opposite sides of the opening_w1ll seat 
‘within the grooves on opposlte sides of a 
thread as indicated in Fig. 3, the offset being 
provided with a notch 35 throu h which 
this thread may extend. There ore, this 
threaded contact may be threaded into the 
member 32, and the members 31 and 32 hold 
the lam in position and form electrical con 
nection lhetween the contact 33 and the plate 
29. Also electrically connected with the 
late 29 is an auxiliary spring contact 36 
orming a breaking contact, and this contact 

is located in the receptacle chamber 15 oppol 
site to the receptacle contact 17 but in posi 
tion to be engaged by the upper blade 20 of 
the cap when it is inserted in the receptacle. 
As indicated in Fig. 2 this contact 36 extends 
forwardly beyond the free end of the contact 
17 so that when the blade 20 is inserted into 
the receptacle it will engage the contact'36 
before it engages the contact 17. This in 
sures that when the blades of the cap are 1n 
serted in the receptacle the contact 36 con 
nected with the lamp will always be in en 
gagement with one of_these blades ‘so long 
as the blades are in engagement with the re 
ceptacle contacts. The circuit through the 
lamp is completed by means of a spring con 
tact 37 connected to the plate 23, and this 
spring contact is mounted in position to en 
gage the central lam contact 38 when the 
lamp is mounted in t e support 31-32. It 
will thus be apparent that when the cap is 
inserted in the rece tacle the circuit through 
the lamp is closed rom the binding post 25, 
late 26 to receptacle contact 17, upper cap 
lade 20, spring or break contact 36, support 
31—32, threaded lamp contact 33, lamp ?la 
ment, central lamp contact 38, spring contact 
37 and plate 23 to the binding post 22. 
Above the openin s 18 and 19 for the re 

ceptacle the cover p ate is-provided with an 
opening 39 behind which the lamp is located 
and through which it is visible from the front 
of the plate. It is preferred to mount in this 
opening a jewel 40, which is usually a piece 
0 colored glass. It will be noted from Fig. 
3 that the various electrical elements are all 
easily accessible from the rear of the plate for 
assembling, inspection or repair, and when 
they are mounted in position they are prefer 
ably enclosed by means of a back plate 41 
of suitable ?bre or other material mounted 
on the walls 13. 

It will be apparent from the foregoing de 
scri tion that the break contact 36 connected 
to t e lamp engages one of the contact blades 
20 of the cap before these blades engage the 
receptacle contacts when the cap is plugged 
into the receptacle, and it will also be true 
that when the cap is removed from the recep 
tacle the blades 20 will separate from the 
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receptacle contacts before the up er blade sep 
arates from the contact 36. erefore, the 
lamp is always in circuit if the cap blades 20 
are in engagement with the receptacle con 
tacts. It is also to be noted that the \ recep 
tacle, the pilot light and the mountings‘\there 
for are assembled in one unitary ?tting which 
occupies no more space in the wall box'than, 
a single ?ttin ordinarily does, thus conserv 
ing space within the wall box. The device 
is also easily mounted in position and is se‘ 
cured to the wall box by means of screws pass 
ing through the openings 42 in the cover 
plate. As these openings may be elongated 
somewhat transversely of the plate they allow 
for certain adjustment of the‘ device for prop 
erly aligning the plate and mounting it in the 
vertical position. The heads 43 may be of 
insulating material to give an entirely dead 
front device and they are su?iciently large in 
diameter to cover t e slots or openings 42. 
Having thus set forth the nature of my in 

vention, what I claimis: 
1. In a device of the character described, a 

receptacle having contacts to engage the blade 
contacts of an attachment plug cap, means for 
connecting said receptacle contactsto the leads 
from a source of current, a pilot lamp mount 
ing having contacts to engage those of a pilot 
lamp, a connection from one of the pilot lamp 
contacts to one of the receptacle contacts, and 
an auxiliary contact connected to the other 
lamp contact and positioned adjacent the other 
receptacle contact but spaced-therefrom in, 
position to engage a cap contact and extend 
ing outwardly beyond said receptacle contact 
so that it will be engaged by the cap contact 
before said cap contact engages the receptacle 
conltact as the cap is pluggedinto the recep 
tac e. 

2. In a ‘device of the character described, a 
receptacle having main plug engaging con 
tacts to engage the blade contacts of an at 
tachment plug cap, terminals for connection 
of lead wires to said plug engaging contacts, 
a pair of spaced pilot lamp contacts, one of 
said latter contacts being connected to one of 
the plug engaging contacts, an auxiliary con 
tact connected to the ‘other lamp contact and 
arranged to be engaged by a cap blade con 
tact before said blade engages a plug engag 
ing contact as the cap is plugged into the re 
cepiacle and remain in engagement there 
wit . 

3. In a device of the character described, a 
receptacle having main plug engaging con 
tacts to engage the blade contacts of an at 
tachment plug cap, terminals for connection 
of lead wires to said plug engaging contacts, 
a pair of spaced pilot lamp contacts, one of 
said latter contacts being connected to one of 
the plug engaging contacts, and an auxiliary 
contact connected to the other lamp contact 
arranged adjacent but spaced from the other 
plug engaging contact and extending for 
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wardly beyond the same to be engaged by a 
cap contact before said cap contact engages 
the adjacent plug engaging contact as the 
cap is plugged into the receptacle and to re 
main in engagement therewith. 

4. In a device of the character described, a 
receptacle having spaced spring contactsv to 
engage ‘the blade contacts of an attachment 
plug cap, terminals for connection of lead 
wires to said spring contacts, means for 
mounting a pilot lamp including spaced con 
tacts, one of said latter contacts being C0111 
nected to one of the spring contacts, an aux 
iliary contact connected to the otherlamp 
contact and arranged on the opposite side of 
a cap contact from the corresponding spring 
contact so that there is a contact arm on each 
of the opposing sides of the blade contacts, 
said auxiliary contact being extended for 
wardly beyond the corresponding spring‘ 
contact so as to be engaged by the blade con 
tact before it enga es the spring contact as 

\ the cap is ‘plugged lnto the receptacle. 
5. In a device of the character described, 

a one piece insulating body member includ 
ing a face plate and rearwardly extending 
walls ‘projecting from the back face thereof 
provi ing recesses, said face plate having 
knife blade openings therein leading to said 
recesses, receptacle contacts mounted in said 
recesses to engage the blade contacts of an 
attachment plug cap, terminals for connec 
tion of lead wires to said receptacle contacts, 
said plate being also provided with a pilot 
lamp opening, means for mounting a pilot 
lamp behind said latter opening including 
spaced contacts mounted on said rearwardly 
extending Walls, conducting means connect 
ing one of the lamp contacts to one of the re 
ceptacle contacts, a break contact mounted 
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adjacent the other receptacle contact and ex 
tending nearer to the knife blade opening in 
the face plate leading to this receptacle con 
tact so as to be the ?rst to engage the cap con 
tact as the cap is plugged into the receptacle 
and remain 1n engagement therewith, and 
conducting means connecting the break con 
tact with the other lamp contact. 

6. In a device of the character described, a 
one piece'insulat-ing body member including 
a face plate of a size to cover a single gang 
of a standard wall outlet box and integral 
walls extending rearwardly from the inner 
face thereof providing recesses, said face 
plate being provided with knife blade open 
ings leading to said recesses, receptacle con 
tacts in said recesses to engage the contacts 
of an attachment plug cap, terminals for con 
nection of lead wires to said receptacle con 
tacts, said plate being also provided with a 
pilot lamp opening spaced laterally from the 
knife blade openings ‘and so located that it 
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and the knife blade openin s are within the _ 
con?nes of a single gango a standard wall 
outlet box, means for mounting a pilot lamp 
behind said lamp opening including spaced 
contacts mounted on said rearwardly extend 
ing walls, conducting means connecting one 
of the lamp contacts with one of the recep 
tacle contacts, a break contactmounted in 
the recess for the other receptacle contact in 
position to be engaged by the cap contact be 
fore it engages the receptacle contact as the 
cap is plugged into the receptacle and to re 
main in engagement therewith, and a con 
ductor connecting the brake contact with the 
other receptacle contact. 

In testimony whereof I a?ix my signature 

TONJES A.‘ BOTH. 
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