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The present invention relates to improve 
ments in supporting or suspension devices 
and has for its principal object to provide 
a structure that may be attached to walls, 

5 ceilings, or the like, for suspending a p111 
rality of independently movable carriers, 
each. of which has associated therewith a 
suspension hook. 
The prime object of the invention is to 

10 provide a supporting structure of the above 
mentioned character that is designed more 
especially for use beneath the shelves in a 
closet, whereby coifee and tea cups may be 
supported in a suspended manner in a row 
beneath the shelf. 
A further object is to provide a support 

ing device of the above mentioned. character 
wherein each of the carriersis formed with 
a means for receiving a block to which the 
shank of the suspension hook is attached, 
the block being arranged in each carrier in 
such a manner as to permit the hook to be 
positioned in any predetermined direction 
prior to the disposition of the carrier within 

' the stationary track member. 
A further object is to provide a support 

ing device of the above mentioned char— 
acter that includes complementary means 
between the stationary track and the inde 
pendently movable carriers, whereby said 
carriers may be supported in' the track mem 
ber in a frictional manner against casual 
movement, the carriers being inserted and 
removed with respect to the stationary track 
from either end thereof. 
A further object is to provide a support 

ing device of the above mentioned character 
which is simple in construction, inexpensive, 
strong and durable, and further well adapted 
to the purpose for which it is designed. ' 
Other objects of the invention will be 

come apparent as the nature of the inven 
tion proceeds and when taken in connection 
with the accompanying drawings. 

In'the accompanying drawings, forming a 
part of this application, and wherein like 
reference characters designate like parts 
throughout the views: ' 
Figure 1 is a fragmentary side elevation 

of the supporting device embodying my in 
vention, showing the same attached to the 
bottom face of a shelf. 
Figure 2 is a. sectional view, taken approxi 

mately on the line 2—2 of Figure 1. 
Figure 3 is a sectional view, taken ap-' 

proximately on the line 3—3 of Figure 2. 
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_ Figure 4 is a fragmentary detail perspec 
tive view of one end portion of the station 
ary track unit. ' 
Figure 5 is a detail perspective view of 

one of the carriers. 
Figure 6 is a detail perspective view of 

one of the hooks and the block carried by the 
shank thereof, and I 
Figure 7 is an elevational view of one of 

the hooks, showing the manner in which the 
block is secured on the end of the shank. 
In the drawings, wherein for the purpose 

of illustration is shown the preferred em 
bodiment of my invention, the numeral'l 
designates generally the stationary track 
unit that is adapted to extend longitudinally 
beneath a support, such as the shelf'in a 
closet and which shelf is denoted by the let 
t'er A in Figure 1. The track 1 is of such 
length as to terminate inwardly of the re 
spective ends of the shelf to facilitate the 
ready insertion and removal of the inde~ 
pendent carriers and the hooks associated 
therewith, as suggested in Figure 1. I 
The track unit consists of a strip of metal 

that is so bent as to form a top portion 2, 
‘which top portion constitutes the interme 
diate portion of the'strip while the longi 
tudinal edge portions of said strip are bent 
back beneath the top portions as at 3 and 
4 respectively, the longitudinal free edges of 
the strip being slightly spaced with respect 
to each other, to form a longitudinally ex 
tending guide slot 5, as shown in Figures 2 
and 4 of the drawings, and the purpose of 
which will be presently described. The 
bends are slightly rounded as indicated at 
6, while the top forming portion 2 is so con 
structedat its longitudinal central portion 
as to form a substantially inverted chan 
neled portion 7 , the base of whichis formed 
with openings 8 to accommodate fastening 
screws 9 that are driven into the bottom of 
the support A as clearly. indicated in the 
drawings. 4 , ~ ‘ 

The channeled portion 7 extends for the 
. full length of the strip and as is clearly sug 
gested in Figure 2, the portions of the top 
2 gradually bulge upwardly from the respec 
tive sides of the inverted channeled portion 
to the bends 6. 
The invention further comprehends the 

provision of a plurality of carriers, such as 
is shown at 10, in Figure 5, and each carrier 
comprises a rectangular shaped strip of 
spring metal, the end portions of which are 
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rolled‘baekupon themselves to form inturned 
beads or lips 11, that frictionally engage 
within the respective bends 6 formed in the 
stationary track, unit 1, as shown in Figure 
2. The body portion 12 of each carrier has 
formed in its center a rectangular shaped de 
pressed socket forming portion 13, that will 
slidably ?t between the longitudinal free 
edges of the track 1, for operation in the guide 
slot 5, as also‘ suggested‘ in Figure 2, and an 
opening 14- is formed‘ in the bottom of this 
socket13, as clearly shown in Figure 
The invention further comprehends the 

provision of an article suspension hook 15 
that has its shank 16 formed‘ with a head 
17, on its free end, and this shank has its 
free end portion embedded. rigidly within a 
rectangular shaped block 18, so that the 
blocks and the hooks will constitute a unitary 
structure. It is of course, to be understood 
that the block 18 is not attached to the headed 
end of the shank, until said shank has been 
disposed upwardly through. the opening 14 
in the depressed socket 18 of each carrier, 
andv the block is of such sire as to snugly ?t 
within the socket 13, and: in this manner, the 
carrier and the hook will form a unitary 
structure, that is to say‘ the hook cannot be re 
moved from the carrier, but is capable of 
being positioned so that the hook may face 
either the front or back or either side by rais 
ing upwardly on the hook, to disengage the 
block from its socket and then by turning 
the’ hook to the desired position and again 
lowering the same until the block enters the 
socket ‘again, as is shown» in Figure 2, and 
when the block is positioned in the socket, 
the hook cannot turn with respect to the car 
rier. , . 

Inthe present instance, the support is uti 
lized for supporting tea cups or coffee cups 
in a closet, and any number of these slidable 
carriers 10, togetherwvith the hooks carried 
thereby can be positioned in‘ the track unit 1', 
by sliding the same'in said track from either 
end, and the carriers may be independently 
moved when positioned in the track unit for 
properly spacing the same with respect to 
each other. 
When the parts are arranged shown in 

Figure 1‘, a cup can be readily andeasily at 
tached or removed from’ any one of the hooks, 
without necessitating the removal‘of the car 
rier and its hook-from the track unit, and‘ due 
to its simplicity, the supporting device can 

be readily and’ easily attachechand when in 
position will not necessitate any adjustment. 
The depressed socket 13 will move along With 
in‘the'guideblocks 5 while the‘blocks 18 will 
operate in the inverted channeled portion 7 
and the inturned‘lhas or beads 11 will fric 
tionally engage with the inner faces of the 
bends 6, so that the carriers cannot be casual 
ly removed or displaced from the track unit, 
but are capable of manual manipulation 
either to remove the carrier from. the track 
unit or for adjusting the same when posi 
tioned in the track unit. 
The use of a supporting device of‘ the above 

mentioned character, will‘ obviate the neces 
sity of having to form a series of holes in the 
bottom of the shelf for attaching the ‘cup 
supporting-hooks, as must now necessarily be 
done with the type of cup suspension hooks 
now in use. Furthermore, a- structure of'tihis 
character may be immufactured. at avery low 
cost, and‘ the same will, at all? times, be po 
sitive and e?icie'nt in carrying out the pur 
poses for which it is design'edl 
While I5 have shown the preferred embodi 

ment of- the invention, it is to-belunderstood 
that various changes in the size, shape and 
arrangement of parts may be resorted to, 
without departing from thespirit ofv the in 
vention or the scope of the-aImended- claim; 

I claim: 
In a device of the class described‘, the com 

bination of a suspension hook'provided‘with 
an upwardly disposed shank, anon-circular 
head carried by the upper endiof the shank, a 
track unit adapted to be secureditoa support, 
said track unit including‘a top, sides and‘ a 
bottom, the bottom being formed? with’ a lon 
gitudinal slot, the intermediate portion. of 
the top being bent to provide an inverted 
channel, a earrier'adaptedfor removable and 
slidable disposition within the’ track unit, 
said carrier including a: body portionhaving 
its ends bent for frictionallengagement with 
the respective sides of the tnack unit‘, a non 
circular socket forming portion arranged in 
the body of the carrier for disposition within 
the longitudinal slot in the bot-tonrofith etra ck 
unit, the shank of the hook extending up 
wardly through the socket, said non-circular 
head being adapted for disposition within 
the socket and also operable within the in 
verted channeled portion. ‘ 
In testimony whereofl atlix my signature. 

VICTOR CARL JOHANSSON, 
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