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This invention relates to ‘cases for tape 
measures. ‘ ' 

The object is to provide a rim construc 
tion, strong yet inexpensive, that Wlll pre-_ 
sent an exposed ornamental band of metal 
around the periphery of the completed case, 
the band being formed integral with they 
binding rim that overlies the ?anges of‘ the 
case side members to hold them together. 
Another object is to provide means for 

clamping the edges of fabric covering pieces 
to the rim, without employing a separate, 

> tightening hoop or ring, as has been the cus-H 
tom heretofore. ‘ 

lVith the foregoing and certain other ob 
jects in view, ‘which will appear later in the 
speci?cations, my invention comprises the 
devices described and claimed and the 
equivalents thereof. . ‘ 
In the drawings Fig. 1 is a part sectional 

view enlarged, showing my 'rim construc 
tion before the bead is ?attened. 

Fig. 2 is a similar view, showing the bead 
flattened. 

Fig. 3 is an edge view, partly in section, of 
a case embodying my improvement. 
As is clearly shown in the drawings, the 

claimed invention is found in an improved 
external bead 1 that is formed in a periphy 
eral band 2 of sheet metal which overlies 
the ?anges 8, 41. of the two disks 5, 6 that com 
prise the case and binds them together. 
The characteristic feature of the external 

bead 1 is that when it is rolled or pressed 
down its side walls 7, 8 spread out and fold 
down upon the outer face of the band 2, as 
shown in Fig. 2. The bead becomes an ex 
terior reinforcing and ?nishing strip, inte¢ 
gral with the peripheral band. 
When the ?anged disks are desired to be 

covered with leather or fabric, the marginal 
edges 9, 10 of the covering are received be 
neath the downwardly folded side walls of 
the bead and are squeezed down tight and 
clamped between the outer face of the band 2 

and the bead walls 7, 8 at all points around 
the circumference. The band itself ‘may be 
secured to the pair‘ of case members in- any. 
suitable way, and preferably its side edges 
11, 12 are bent inwardly as shown, to en» \ 
gage the outer shoulders of the ?anges 3, 
<1 and thus hold the case members together, 
as is shown in U. S. Patent No. 1,609,852 
granted to me December 7, 1926. > 
The exposed face of the beadmay be‘ 

nickled or ornamented as desired, to im 
part an artistically attractive appearance to 
the completed tape measure case. . 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim and desire to secure by Letters Pat 
ent is: 
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1. A case comprising a pair of flanged disks, - 
a peripheral band of sheet metal overlying 
said flanges, the side portions of said band in 
gripping engagement with said ?anges, the 
middle part of sald band formed to an ex 
ternal peripheral bead, the slde walls of said 

" bead folded upon the outer face of the band 
constituting an exterior reinforcing and ?n 
ishing strap integral with said band. 

' 2. In combination with a structure as set 
forth in claim‘ 1, a pair of fabric covers for 
said case, the marginal edges of. said covers. 
received beneath and engaged vin clamped 
relation by the side walls of said ‘head when . 
said walls are'folded upon the outer face of 
the band. v ~ I 

3. A case comprising a pair of ?anged 

UK 

disks, av separate peripheral band of pliant‘ . 
material applied to said ?anges in‘ gripping» 
relation therewith, said band formed with 
an external bead, the walls of said bead 
folded against the outer face of the band. 
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41. A structure as set forth in claim 3 in I 
combination with a pair of fabric cover 
pieces, the marginal edges of which are 
‘gripped by the folded walls of said bead. 

In testimony whereof, I a?ix my signature. 

' vEUGENE J. WITCHGER. 
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