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My invention relates to improvements in 
fountain pens and the like wherein a cap 
is arranged to be slidably movable along 
the barrel of the pen to expose the point 

5 for use without removing the cap from the 
barrel. 
The primary object of my invention is 

to provide an improved fountain pen con 
struction, and particularly an improved cap 

10 constriurtion whereby a cap is arranged to be‘ 
carried upon the barrel of the pen at all 
times and thereby avoid possible loss and 
breakage so objectionable to the use of re 
movable caps 
Another important'object is to provide 

a pen provided with an improved cap adapt 
ed to efficiently enclose the pen point and to 
facilitate the exposing of the pen for pur 
poses of writing. 
A further object is to provide an im 

proved construction which will increase the 
ink capacity of a pen of standard di 
mensions. 
Another object is to provide a device which 

is of neat and attractive appearance and 
which is simple and e?icient. in operation. 
A still further object is to provide an im 

proved construction which may be easily 
assembled and which may be readily taken 

30 apart for cleaning or other purposes. 
I accomplish these and other objects by 

means of the improved construction dis 
closed in the drawings forming a part of 
the present application wherein like char— 
acters of reference are used to designate sim 
ilar parts throughout the speci?cation and 
drawings and in which, - 

Fig. 1 is a side elevation of my lll'lPl'OVOCl 
, fountain pen, the dotted lines showing the 
improved cap partly open. 
Fig. 2 is a similar view with parts broken 

away and shown in section to disclose the 
construction and operation of the device. 

Fig. 3 is a transverse sectional view taken‘ 
upon the line 3—3 of Fig. 2 in the direction 
indicated. 

Fig. 4 is a transverse sectional view taken 
at the point marked by the section line 
4—4 of Fig. 2, with the prongs ‘assumed to 
be moved to the position indicated in dotted 
lines in Fig. 1 of the drawings. r 

Fig. 5 is a transverse sectional View taken 
upon the line 5—5 of Fig. 2 in the direction 
indicated. ' 
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pen with the‘ cap in receded position. 

. being shaped to cause the 

Fig. 6 is a side elevation of my improved’ 

1926. Serial No. 124,980. 

Fig. 7 is a transverse sectional view taken 
upon the line 7—7 of Fig. 6 in the direction 
indicated. , ' 

Referring to the drawings, the numeral 1 
is used to designate in general the barrel of 
a fountain pen provided with the usual pen 
point 2. A cap 3 is slidably mounted upon 
the barrel 1, said cap being provided with a 
plurality of pointed prongs 4 arranged to 
normally converge-around the pen point 2 
and to fully enclose the same when the cap 
is moved to closed position as shown in full 
lines in Figs. 1 and 2 of the drawings. The 
edges of the prongs are beveled and ar 
ranged to match closely along their entire 
length when the cap is in closed position 
whereby a smooth surface and tight closure 
is obtained. . 

The prongs 4 are constructed in such man 
ner and of such material as to have su?icient 
spring resilience to normally contract the 
prongs toward each other. Expanding lugs 6 
are formed upon the inner sides of the prongs 
and arranged to engage grooves 7 formed 
along the barrel 1, the backs of the grooves 

prongs to be spread 
outwardly to clear the pen point 2 when the 
cap 3 ‘is moved rearwardly from closed posi 
tion to operating position. As the cap is 
moved rearwardly upon the barrel, the 
prongs are carried into proximate relation 
with said barrel._ The curvature of the bar 
rel is made to substantially conform to the 
curvature of the prongs 4,‘ and widened 
wedge shaped grooved portions 8 are formed 
in the surface of the barrel to receive the 
prongs when thecap reaches the operative 
position, the spring resilience of the prongs 
serving to move the prongs into the grooves 
and to hold said prongs flush with the sur 
face of the barrel to obtain a smooth surface 
immediately back of the point 2. Recesses 
9 are formed adjacent the forward ends of 
the grooves 7 to receive the lugs 6 when the 
cap is in closed position whereby the prongs 
may contract into closing relation. Recesses 
11 formed at the rearward ends of the 
grooves 7 receive the lugs 6 when the cap is 
moved to operating position, thereby de 
?ning the operating position and permitting 
the prongs to contract into the groove por 
tfuons 8 and give a smooth uninterrupted sur 
ace. 

The pen is provided with an ink reservoir 
12 consisting of a sack constructed of rub 
ber or other suitable material within the 
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bled within the 

barrel 1 and connected to the point 2 in the 
well known manner. The rearward end of 
the sack preferably terminates in a bulb 
portion 14 extending outwardly from the end 
of the barrel and arranged to be compressed 
for ?llingthe reservoir. Acap 16 is de 
tachably connected upon the end of the bar 
rel to normally enclose the bulb 14. . 

In operation, the reservoir 12 is. assem 
barrel 1 and connected to a 

pen carrying member 17 threaded or other 
wise secured upon the upward end of the 
barrel. The cap 16 is applied upon the op 
posite end of the barrel to enclose the bulb 
14-, and the cap 3 is applied upon the bar 
rel by moving the samev over the forward 
end of the barrel, sufficient pressure being 
applied to force the lugs 6 over the end of 
the barrel and the pen carrying member 17. 
When the lugs 6 are received within the re 
cesses 9 the prongs 4 are permitted to con 
tract and form a complete closure around 
the point 2, as above explained. , 
When it is desired to open the pen for 

use, the cap 3 is pressed rearwardly along the 
barrel 1, thereby causing'the lugs 6 to be 
moved along the grooves 7 whereby the 
prongs may be spread apart to clear the pen 
point 2 as indicated in dotted lines in Fig. 
1. As the cap reaches its extreme rearward 
position, the lugs 6 drop into the recesses 11 
and permit the prongs to contract against 
the barrel within the wedge shaped groove 
portions 8 as shown in dotted lines in Fig. 
2. In this position the point 2'is fully ex 
posed and the pen is ready for use. 
When it is desired to again close the pen, 

the cap 3 is moved forwardly, the ?rst en 
gagement between the lugs 6 and the ends of 
the grooves 7 operating to spread the prongs 
4 and permit the same to be moved forward 
ly past the end of the barrel. As the cap 
reaches the forward extreme position the lugs 
6 again engage the recesses 9 and permit the 
prongs to spring into normal closing posi 
tion. ’ 

If it is desired to remove the cap entire 
ly for cleaning or for other purposes, the 
cap is pressed forwardly and the lugs forced 
past the end of thevbarrel and the pen car 

. rying member 17. 
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' In ?lling the pen, the cap 16 is removed 
and the bulb 14 compressed to expel air from 
the reservoir. The pen point is then inserted 
into ink and when the bulb is released a 
supply ofink will be drawn into the reser 
V011‘. 
ing the bulb toexpel the air, and again in 
serting the point into the ink, the reservoir 
and bulb may be completely ?lled with ink, 
thereby obtaining a large supply of ink with 
in the pen. 

It will be noted that my improved con 
struction entirely avoids the use of a remov 
able cap, such as commonly provided for 
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By then inverting the pen and press-v 

pens. The inconvenience of removing such . 
caps and reversing the same upon the pen 
is thereby entirely avoided, and in addition ' 
the danger of breaking or losing the cap-is 
eliminated. The removable cap such as com 
monly provided necessitates that the oper 
ative portion of the pen be made relatively‘ 
short in order that the total length when 
the cap‘ is‘ reversed will not prove incon 
venient for writing. My improved pen, 
however, is so arranged that the length of 
the pen is shortened when the cap is moved 
to operative position, thereby permitting the 
barrel of the“pen to be made longer than 
would otherwise be practical and thus ob 
taining a great increase in the ink ca 
pacity. ' 
The cap, as above explained, is so con 

structed that a smooth unbroken surface is 
obtained both when the cap is ‘in closing 
and in operating position, thereby insuring a 
neat and attractive appearance at all times, 
zfind permitting the pen to be used with com 
ort. 
The speci?c form and construction of my 

improved pen is subject to modi?cation in 
numerous ways. I, therefore, do not wish 
to restrict myself to the exact details of con 
struction disclosed in the drawings, but'de= 
sire to avail myself of all modi?cations 
which may fall within the scope of the ap 
pended. claims. . -‘ 
Having thus described. my invention what 

I claim as new and desire to secure by Let 
ters Patent is: - 

1. The combination with the barrel and 
‘point of a fountain pen, of a cap slidably 
mounted upon the barrel and provided with 
a plurality of pointed resilient prongs nor 
mally converging around the point and hav 
ing their adjacent edges matching along the 
entire length thereof to form a tight closure 
around said point; grooves formed upon 
the sides of the barrel adjacent each prong 
to receive said prongs; and expanding lugs 
connected to the prongs and engaging the 
bottoms of the grooves, said lugs being ar 
ranged to spread the prongs apart when the 
cap is moved rea-rwardly along the barrel to 
expose the point. 

2. The combination with the barrel and, 
point of a pen, of a cap slidably mounted 
upon the barrel and provided with a plu 
rality of pointed resilient prongs normally 
converging in closely matching relation 
around the point to enclose the same; grooves 
formed along the barrel adjacent the prongs, 
and expanding lugs connected to the prongs‘ 
and engaging the grooves to spread the 
prongs apart when the cap is moved rear~ 
wardly along the barrel to expose the pen, 
said lugs being arranged to be received in 
recesses at the ends of the grooves to permit 
the prongs to contract to normal opened or 
closed position. 
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3. The combination with the barrel and 
point of a fountain pen, of a cap slidably 
mounted upon the barrel and provided with 
a plurality of pointed resilient prongs nor 
mally converging in closely matching rela 
tion around the point to enclose the same; 
grooves formed along the barrel adjacent the 
prongs, said grooves having recesses formed 
at each end thereof and widened portions. 
formed along the forward portions thereof; 
and expanding lugs connected to the prongs 
and engaging the grooves- to spread the 
prongs apart when the cap is moved rear 
wardly along the barrel to expose the pen, 
said lugs being arranged to‘ be ‘ received 
within the forward recesses to permit the 
prongs to contract to normal closed position 
around the point and to be received within 
the rearward recesses to permit the prongs 
to contract against the sides of the barrel 
when moved to open position, said prongs 
being received vwithin the widened portions 
of the grooves ?ush with the surface of the 
barrel to obtain a smooth surface adjacent 
the pen point; 

4. The combination with the barrel and 
point of a fountain pen, of a cap slidably 
mounted upon the barrel 
wardly therealong from normal closing posi 

30 tion to operating position; resilient pointed 

and movable rear- , 

3. 
prongs formed upon the forward end of the 
cap and arranged to contract into closely 
matching relation enclosing the pen when the 
cap is in closed position and arranged to be 
spread apart and received in wedge shaped 
grooves formed upon the barrel when the 
cap is moved to operating position, the 
outer surfaces of the prongs being ?ush ‘with 
the surface of the forward end of'the barrel. 

5. In a fountain pen, the combination 
with a barrel having wedge shaped grooves 
formed upon the forward end thereof and \a 
pen point, of a cap slidably mounted upon 
the forward end‘ of the barrel; a plurality 
of resilient pointed prongs formed upon the 
forward end of the cap and arranged to con 
tract into closely matching relation enclos- - 
ing thepen when the cap is in closed posl- _ 
tion; and means formed upon the prongs and 
engaging the bottoms of the grooves for ~ > 
spreading the points apart to clear'the pen 
when the cap is moved rearwardly along’ 
the barrel, said prongs being received within 
the upper portions of the grooves'and rest 
ing therein with their outer surfaces ?ush 
with the surface of the forward end of the 
barrel when in operating position. 
In witness whereof I 

signature. . - > 

v WALTER V. ULLNER. 

hereunto set my 


