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This invention relates to a device for ?ling 
letters or other papers and is particularly 
adapted for use as a daily ?le or a temporary 
reminder for papers, folders, and the like, 
which require attention at short intervals, 
rather than as a permanent ?le.v It can be 
used'for the latter purpose however. 
The principal objects of the invention are 

to provide a ?le which can be" used on a. 
desk or table in horizontal position or can be 
put way in a deep drawer 'in vertical position 
or used in vertical position as desired; to 
provide a construction in which the head ends 
of the letters or folders will project outward 

T ly at the front and the separating tabs on the 
division sheets will also project out beyond 
them, where they will be readily accessible 
at all times and visible Without disturbing 
them; to provide a construction in which the 
different kinds of papers are'separated from 
each other at their visible ends only so that 
they can be withdrawn veryreadily and in 
which the letter folders that are used will be 
held loosely at their outer ends for the last; 
mentioned purpose; also to provide a me 
chanical device by which the letters or fold 
ers can be further separated when they are to 
be inspected so that they can be identi?ed 
more easily and taken outwith more facility; 
to provide a practical ?le which can be used on 
the table or desk and then put away in the 
drawer on end-if desired, all ready for use 
again; to provide means for connecting two 
or more of the ?les together or stacking them 
up one on the other, such means preferably 
being of such-a nature that the ?les are con~_ 
nected together immovably as longas’the con 
necting means is in position; to provide 
means, preferably associated with. the last 
named means, for hoding down the inner ends 
ofthe folders and papers within the box or 
?le; to provide'separating bars at‘ the front 
of the ?le which preferably have some resili 
ence, so that a particularly thick bunch of 

' papers can be inserted and heldv and-re 
moved with just as much readiness as if the 
space were not all ?lled; and to provide sim 
ple means for holding the ?les together at 
their front or open ends, especially when 
they. are to be put away in vertical position. 

7 Other objects and advantages of the inven 
tion will appear hereinafter. ’ ; 

Reference is to be had to the accompanyin 
drawings in which ' ' 

Fig. 1 is a perspective-view-of one of the 
i . The folders are put into the ?le in the posi 

?le boxes with a preferred embodiment of 
this ‘invention shown therein; ' ~ 

Fig. 2 is a longitudinal sectional view of the 
same showing the devices inside in elevation 
and folders in position; i f 
_ Fig._ is a plan of the same with the folders 
in position so as to conceal practically all of 

> the separating bars except the top one; 
Fig. 4 is a view similar to Fig. 2 showing 

the device opened up'a'nd the folders sepa 
rated; 

Fig. 5'is a sectional view showing the means 
for connecting ‘two or more of‘the boxes to-r 
gether when they are stacked up, one over 
the other; I . 

- Fig. 6 is a view similar to Fig. 1 showing a 
simpli?ed form of the invention; ' 

Fig. 7 is a front view thereof with one of 
the spaces crowded with apers showing the 
Etility of the yielding fldrm ofseparating 
ars; . : 

Fig. 8 is a similar view showin 
complete .means for holding the ' oxes in 
vertical, instead of horizontal, position; 

Fig. 9 is an end view of the arrangement 
shown in Fig. 8 illustrating the means for 
holding the boxes together atthe top; and 

Fig. 10 is a fragmentary plan thereof es 
pecially showing these holding clips at the 
op. 
In thefcirmshown in the ?rst ?ve ?gures, - 

the invention is shown as comprising a ?ling 
box 10 which I will soinetimesrefer to as a 
?le.- This vis a rectangular box having sides 
and a rear wall but open at the front. The 
distance from the rear wall to the front is less’ - 
than the length of the folders 11 which are 
placed in the ?le so that the front ends of 
the folders ‘or. apers, and especially the tabs 
12 thereon, w iich designate’ them, project 
out and are readily visible at the front. 'The 
folders are separated by a series of‘ cross bars 
13which, in this form, are shown as movably 
mounted on a pair of, frames 14. These 
frames are pivoted on a cross bar 15 which in 
all respects is similar to one of the bars 13 
except that it extends clear through‘the side 
walls and thus constitutes a‘ pivot for the 
two frames 14 whichsupport the'bars 13. , 
The lower folder or series of papers ‘11 will 
rest on this bar 15 and thus will be in the same 
position irrespective of the position of the 
other bars. ' 

tions indicated in Fig; 2 where they do not 
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‘ in the ?ling position shown in Fig. 2. . 

project above the top of the ?le. If they do 
the placing of another ?le upon it is not 
hampered. The frames 14 project upwardly 
to the top of'the side walls and I have shown 
them projectingabove them. ‘When the de 
vice is to be used stacked up, one ?le over an 
other, this frame will not be made long 
enough to project above the side walls when 

WVhen it is desired to withdraw a folder or 
paper, one of these ends is tilted forward. 
This moves the frames up to the position 
shown in Fig. ll. I have illustrated no me 

. chanical means forrholding the frames in that 
position as ordinarily the papers themselves 
will hold it‘ there; Of course ‘such a means 
could be provided in a very simple way. It 
will be seen that in this position the folders 
are quite widely separated at the front end so 
that the visibility and accessability of the de 
vice is enhanced. One of these folders can 
be removed and replaced, either in its origi 
nal position or elsewhere, with extreme facil 
ity and without danger of dislodging anothe 
one. ' 

- .It will be noted that, as the folders are 
‘ separated at the front, they will not occupy 
as much space in the rear as they do in the 
front. It is convenient also to provide means 
to prevent their rising upwardly in the rear 
and thus prevent disarranging the papers and 
possibly allowing the top one to be acciden 
tally removed. For this purpose I provide 
:a pairof metal clips 17 each having a projec 
tion 18. They are secured to the rear'wall of 
the ?le by a screw 19 or other holding device 
and they can be used for the purpose speci?ed 
ordinarily. If it is desired to use them for 
the purpose of providing an upwardly. ex 
tending projection to enter the next ?le above, 

. for stacking'the ?les one over another hori 

e0 

.zontally, they can’ be reversed as shown in 
Fig.v 5, which shows a slight modi?cation. 
Here these clips are longer than those shown 

‘ in the ?rst four ?gures and they pass through 
holes 20 in the bottoms of the ?les next above 
to prevent dislocation of the ?les. , - ' - 

In the form shown in Figs. 6 and 7, the bars 
23 are of a length sufficient to pass through 
or into holes inthe front ends of the side 
walls and are stationary. In this case they 
serve the same purpose. as they would in Fig. 
2 if they were not to be moved. They sep 
arate the papers and leave the tabs visible but 
they cannot be moved to provide any further 
separation. They do not allow’- .for filing 
quite as bulky folders as the form shown in the 
?rst four ?gures. 
other cases also if desired, the rods are made 
of‘ small cylindrical wooden strips, or they 
may be made in anyrother shape. They are 
longer than the width.- of the papers ?led so 
that theresiliency of the rods can .be em 
ployed-to. pack‘, thick bunches of papers be 
tweenthem as indicated at the top'of Fig. 6. 

In this case and in the‘ 
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Of course they can be made of metal wires if 
desired and can consist of pins projecting in 
from each side. 1 ' ' 

I have already described the clips 17 shown 
in Fig. 5 and their two. features of utility. 
In’ Fig. 8 I‘have shown an addition to this 
which consists in employing clips 27 fastened 
in the same way as in the previous ?gures and 
each provided with a perforation 28. A tack 
or nail 29. is inserted through it into the end 
of-the next ?le when they are stacked up to 
gether in vertical position so as to hold- them 
there for-use in vertical ?ling and especially 
for use in puttingthem away for a period in 
a deep drawer or the like. lVhen this is 
done, it is alsoipreferable to connect the rods-V 
23 in these ‘?les by spring clips 30 atboth 
vends. Thisholds the ?les together at the 
top and bottom for vertical ?ling as will be 
obvious from Figs. 9 and 10. ‘ 
By this» invention, in each of the forms 

shown, a convenient way of ?ling papers and 
folders is provided and one in which the in-. 
‘(heating tabs provide instant visibility. The 
papers are loose at their front ends to increase 
this advantage. The user does not have to 
see the tabs and does not run the risk of dis 
arranging the papers for that purpose. The 
papers can be further separated by using the 
form shown in the ?rst four ?gures without 
adding very materially ‘to'the expense of the 
device. The ?les are arranged. so that they 
can be stacked up, one on'the other, in hori 
zontal position andso that they can be used 
in vertical position, as shown in the last three 
?gures, and ?led away in that position very 
conveniently. It is a very simple arrange 
ment and very flexible and'is particularly 
adapted for ?les. which are in frequent use. 
Although I have illustrated: and described 

several forms of the invention, I am aware of 
the fact that modi?cations can be made there 
in by any personskilled- in the art without 
departing from the scope of the invention as 
expressed in the claims. 

Therefore, I do not wish to be ‘limited to 
all the details of construction herein. shown 
and described, but what I do claim is-,;_— 

1. As an article of manufacture,a ?le for 
the purpose described comprising a horizon 
tal tray-like. structure having an open front, 
a series of horizontal members ‘spaced apart 
and located at the front for supporting and 

. separating different folders and papers, said 
papers or folders lying in contact with each 
other at the rear and separated from ‘each 
other by the members at the front, whereby 
they arev instantly visible and readily. sepa~ 
rable. * i 

‘2. As an article of manufacture, a ?le for 
the purpose described having: an open front 
end and a series of separating members at 
the front of the ?le in a position to. support 
the papers with the indicating ends of the 
papers projecting. in. front of the members, 
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and horizontal means at the rear for holding 
the rear ends of all the folders or papers down 
in the ?le. 

3. As an article of manufacture, a ?le for 
the purpose described comprising a box hav 
ing an open front, a series of bars spaced 
apart and extending across the front for sup 
porting and separating different folders and 
papers at the front, and a pair of clips at the 
rear of the ?le having forward projections 
to hold all the papers 111 the ?le at their rear 
ends horizontal; 

4. As an article of manufacture, a ?le for 
the purpose described comprising a box hav 
ing an open front, a series of bars spaced 
apart and extending across the front for sup 
porting and separating different folders and 
papers, and a pair of clips at the rear of the 
?le having forward projections to hold the 
papers in the ?le at their rear ends, said clips 
being reversible to project upwardly from 
the rear Wall of the ?le for the purpose of 
holding two ?les together. 

5. In a ?le vfor the purpose described, the 
combination with a box open at the front end, 
of a pair of frames pivoted to the box near 
the front end, each frame having two arms at 
an angle to each other, a series of rods extend 
ing across the box and carried by one of said 
arms for separating the papers, the other 
arms serving as levers for, swinging the 
frames about their pivots so as to raise the 
rods into a more nearly vertical, position and 
separate the front ends of the papers. 

6. In a ?le for the purpose described, the " 
combination with a box, of a frame pivoted 
to the box near the end, a series of rods ex 
tending across the box and carried by said 
frame for separating the papers, means for 
swinging the frame about its pivots so as to 
raise the rods into a more nearly vertical posi 
tion and separate the front ends of the papers." 
In testimony whereof I have hereunto af 

?xed my signature. v 

CARL C. HARRIS. 
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