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Application inea my' i2, 

It is an object ofthe invention torpro-vide; a 
protective case for cigarettes which will avoid. 
the mutilation or loss of tobacco incurred 
when the ordinary opened paper pack in 
which cigarettes are commonly sold, is carried 
in the pocket of the user. » 
Anotherlobject Ais to provide a case of iii-> 

expensive, light and durable construction, at 
tractive in appearance, easy to open by a sim 
ple manipulation for convenient access to the 
cigarettes, and which when closed maintains 
the cigarettes in proper condition as regards 
dryness or moisture.  ' ' 

Another object is to‘provide a case of the 
type mentioned to securely retain .the paper 
pack containing the cigarettes, and into which 
such pack may be readily inserted without 
injury to the contents thereof. ` 
Other objects will be in part obvious and 

4in part pointed out hereinafter. 

shown one or more of various possible ein-Á 
bodiineiits of the several features of this in 
vention, , 4 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view showing the 
case in open position, ' 

Fig. 2 is a perspective View showing the 
closed case, ’  

Fig. 3 is a perspective view indicating a 
modified form of cigarette pack, especially 
suitable for use with my case, 

Fig. 4 is a view of the case in longitudinal 
cross-section and on a larger scale of Fig. 2, 

Fig. 5 is a transverse sectional view taken 
on the line 5-5 of Fig. 2, and; 

Fig. 6 is aperspective view showing a 
corner detail of the case. y ~ 

_Referring now to the drawings, I have 
shown a metal case, the interior of which has 
preferably substantially the diniensionsßof 
the conventional paper cigarette pack to be 

' retained therein. 

lin the preferred embodiment thebox ele 
ment l() of the case is drawn from a single 
blank of sheet metal, so that it presents a uni 

‘ tary seamless construction that need not be 
soldered or welded. rThe case is of length or 
height such as to accommodate nearly the full 
length of the cigarettes 11, the upper ends 
only of which protrude for about lßfc‘inch 
thereabove for convenience in removal. The 
case may be of gold, silver, or of base metal 
suitably plated and is preferably of thin 
stock so as to 'econoinize metal, facilitate the 
drawing operation, and render the constriicl 
tion light. 

` 1927. semi n0. 205,099. 

'- Preferably the rear upper edge of the case 
has rearwardly turned hinge loops 12 which 
alternate with corresponding hinge loops 13 
Äon the rear flange 14 of the flanged cover 15, 
a pintle pin 16 through said various hinge 
loops maintaining the cover in hinged rela 
tioniipon the box. The rim of the box is pref 
erably inturned or indented at its ends and 
face in order to all'ord a stop flange 17 over 
lapped iii closed position bythe rim of the 
flange 14’, 142, and 143. The ends of the cover 
flange 14 are preferably notched as at 18 to 

, avoid conflict or clashing between the cover 
flange and the box in the opening and closing 
movement of the cover. The stop flange 17 
has short extensions 27 îat the rear corners of 
the box, which when the box is closed will 

' cover the gaps at the edges of the box rim 
due to notches 18. The flanged cover, as will 

_ . vbe seen, by this construction clears the~pro~ 
ln the accompanying drawings in which are f trading ends of the cigarettes, in all open and 

in the closed position thereof. An indenta 
tion 23 at the forward flange 14’ of the cover, 
maintains the cover normally locked since this 
indentation snaps over a corresponding in 
dentation 23’ on the rim of the box. 

I_n use, the upper end of the paper wrapper 
19 1n which cigarettes are commonly sold is 
torn oil" as at 2O and the closed end of the 
wrapper with its cigarette contents is insert 
ed through the open end of the case and 
pushed down as far as it will go. The interior 
of. the case having substantially precisely the 
dimensions' of the wrapper, and presenting 
no protrusions from end to end, and the cover 
swinging back through 180“ without strain on 
the hinge, the paper wrapper can readily be 
inserted without injury thereto, or to the ciga 
rettes therein and the wrapper will be fric 
tionally maintained in’fixed posit-ion within 
the case, its closed, folded, or sealed end 21 
bottoniing against the floor of the case. 
For greater facility in the use of my case, 

it is preferred to provide the paper wrapper 
of cigarettes as now sold, with a weakened 
line of perforations 22 to facilitate tearing 
off the upper end of the closed wrapper. 
By the construction described, the case may 

be grasped with one hand, and the thumb of « 
the same hand used for flipping open the 
cover, whereby a cigarette may be readily 
grasped at its protruding end and removed 
and the cover thereupon snapped closed by 
the indes.' finger of the same hand, by which 
it had been opened. My case also permits 
of another convenient method of opening the 
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saine, which is by pressing against diagonally 
opposite corners 24 and 25 of the box. In 
this action the upper'edge of the box is de 
formed slightly from rectangular to an ob 
lique parallelogram form so that the forward 
rim 17 of the box draws inward away :trom 
flange 14’ of the cover, and the indentation 
23’ thus recedes from the cover indentation 
23 thereby releasing the lock. The pressure 
of the forward edge of the lateral rim of the 
box against the rim ofthe cover flange then 
causes the latter automatically to snap up 
ward about its hinge to open position.' The 
box immediately resumes its rectangular 
forni by reason ofthe resiliency of the thin 
metal of which it is made. 

:in order to maintain the cigarettes in 
proper condition, I preferably provide a 
humidor pad 26 preferably disposed withinv 
the cover of the box, but ir” desired, this vpad 
may be located in the bottom. The pad is 
preferably a sheet of absorbent paper, such 
as blotting paper of slightly larger dimen» 
sions than the interior ot the cover, so that 
it may be frictionally held therein, but it is 
preferably cemented or pasted in position. 
rl‘he pad is slightly moistened, from time to 
time, to maintain the cigarettes in proper con 
dition. rl‘h‘e humidor pad, moreover, b’eing 
accessible in the open cover may serve as an 
address card for the owner or for other iden 
tiiieation or memorandum purposes (not 
shown). 
As appears best from Fig. 4, the cigarettes 

while adequately protected by the case are 
lrept out of direct contact with metal parts, 
so that even when the case is of base metal, 
no objectionable taste is imparted to the ciga 
rettes. The paper pack and the humidor 
pad, moreover, serve to a degree for heat in 
sulation of the cigarettes and as padding to 
prevent mechanical injury thereto when but 
few cigarettes remain in the ease which are 
apt to be shaken about therein. 

TWhile the ease is preferably employed as? 

minera 

a cigarette container it may, of course, in ap 
propriate dimensions, be embodied as a con 
tainer for cigars, pipe tobacco, playing cards, 
visiting cards, medicine tablets, chewing gum, 
candy or other small articles carried on the 
person. ` 

lt will thus be seen that there is herein 
described an article in which the several fea 
tures of this invention are embodied, and 
which article in its action attains the varous 
objects of the invention and is well suited to 
meet the requirements .of practical use. 

. As many changes could be made in the 
above construction, and many apparently 
widely different embodiments of this inven 
tion could be made without departing from 
the scope thereof, it is intended that al1 mat 
ter contained in the above description or 
shown vin the accompanying drawings shall 
be interpreted as illustrative and not in a 
limiting sense. ‘ 

Having thus described my invention what 
I claim as new and desire to secure by Let 
ters Patent is: 

l. A cigarette case of a unit-ary piece of 
thindrawn sheet metal and ot rectangular 
cross-section, a cover hinged along the longer 
side of said case and having a snap lock at 
the opposite side thereof, whereby pressure 
on diagonally opposite edges of the case will 
cause the cover to snap open. 

2. A rectangular metal case of substantial 
depth having a flanged cover, hinge loops 
integral respectively with the rim ot a longer 
side of the case and oí’ the corresponding 
cover flange, a pintle pin therethrough, the 
cover flange having a notch adjacent the end 
of said hinged flange, the rim of said box at 
the hinged corner extending inward slightly 
beyond said corner to cover when the cover is 
shut the gap due to said notch. 

Signed at Providence in the county of 
Providence and State of Rhode Island this 
sixth day of July, A. D., 1927. 

JÜHN WILLÍAM SCHULZE. 
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