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This invention has reference to “washing” 
charge systems, that lS'iLO say the method of 
and means for settling and‘ determining 
charges or costs of variable quantities of 
“washing” which are sent to ,and'washed in 
laundries,.by householders and other estab 
lishments; and it has primarily for its object 
and effect to provide an improved method 
or'means by which the costs or charges of va- . 
rious quantities of washing to be sent and 
done, would both to the customer and to the 
laundry man become satisfactorily and read 
ily determined or ?xed or made. 
According to the present invention, the sys-, 

tem of charging'is by bulk of the goods sent 
in a bag to the laundry; and while this bulk 
may vary week by week or other period, the 

. invention provides nevertheless, that the 
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right and ?xed charge for a given quantity or 
bulk of washing sent to ‘the laundry, will al-v 
ways be automatically furnished by appara 
tus or means employed‘. 1 Namely, under this 
invention or system, clothes or articles to be 
sent to the laundry, are ?lled into the bag, 
and the bag has in connection» with it a large 

cords or other suitable fasteners which go 
round it, and disposed in sequence in the di-_ 
rection of the length of the bag, and accord-7 
ing to the portion of the bag ?lled by the 
quantity of clothes tovbe' sent, so will that 
strap, binder or fastener be selected which 
will close the bag directly above the point to 
which it is ?lled; each strap, binder or fas 
tener thus serving as an. index of the’ quantity 
or bulk of clothes sent, and the charge asso 
ciated with that index for such a quantity; 
and thus the bag apparatus automatically 
gives the washing cost of the parcel of goods. 
For instance, when the bag is ?lled up to 

one strap, tie or hinder level, the'cost 'or 
charge of the wash will say be 1/—', the'next 
binder 1/6, and the next 2/—, and so on, or 

a on any charge scale desired; and for the pur 
45 pose hereinafter stated the spacings apart of 

the straps, rings or bindings may be progres 
sively greater from the bottom‘ tovthe mouth, 
of the bag. By this arrangement, inasmuch 

' as the collection and office expenses are the 
50 

i > cost- of a small bundle is greaterv propor-f' 
same for each bag-full or bundle, and the 

V 'tionately than that of a larger bundle, the 
exact correct, charges for all size of bulk can 
be obtained, so that the pro?t-per cent of 

' turnover remains constant. 
Instead of a ‘plurality of strapsor the like 

‘is filled and tied at that 

being used, the bag may. 
or loops on it, spaced apart as described; and 
a single buckleorclip strap may be used, and 
clippedor strapped’ onto or passed through 
the rin or loop at the point just above the 
level 0 the bulk of things in the bag. Or 
similar or equivalent means may be adopted 
to attain the above end; , 
An example of the application or carrying 

out of the invention is given in the annexed 

have a series ofrings - 
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drawings, which shows a bag, say atextile > 
bag, of equal diameter, closed at one end—the 
bottom——and open at the other-the mouth— 
and with differently spaced tying, closing, or’ 
binding devices, and the cost or charges asso 
ciated with same. ‘ " 

In the drawings, Figure 1 shows'diagram 
matically the bag empty and- standing verti; 
cally on its bottom; Figure 2 shows the bag 
with a batch of “washing” in it, ready to be 
‘collected and taken to the laundry; Figure 3 
1s a perspective View of a modi?ed form. 1 

In‘ this drawing, 
proper, which'ma be of textile or any suit— 
able material, andl'normally when empty it 
will lie ?ator can be folded or rolled up, and 
'2 are the straps,,ties,lor binders of any suit 
able kind, one end of each of which in the case 
shown issecured in line verticallyof the bag; 5 
and associated with eachof these straps or 
binders, say marked on the bag adjacent to 
each of them or as desired, is the charge rep 
resenting the cost of. the wash when the-bag 

level or point,'as 
‘shown in Figure 2.' Also 

varies, i. e. increases progressively from the 
bottom; , ‘ 

V The correct charges‘ for‘ all sizes of bulk 
as above pointed-out, being determined, the 
pro?t per cent of turnover remains constant. 

. With regard to the straps, ties or bindin , ' 
these ma be of leather, cord, banding, we 
bing, and, maybe fastened by buckles, clips, 
tying or'in any, suitable way.’ _ v ' ‘ 

The modi?ed form of packing, where at the 
points of closure rings or loops are used, is 
illustrated in Figure 3. ‘In this case a single 
strap will be used, and atthe points of closure 
rings 3 are secured to the outside of the bag 
at points spaced apart, similarly as the straps 
2 in Figure 1 are secured to the bag; and in 
connection with the variousrings, 
loosev strap is employed which will be passed 
through the loop or ring 3 so as ‘to close the 
bag at any point below which the bag will be 

1' represents the bag 

, _ in the case shown, 
the spacing of the straps, ties or bindings 

a single. 
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’ ?lled by the clothes or things to be sent, sim- _ 
.ilarly as shown-"in Figure 2. This form of 

10 

:2; ' 

closing and fastening is thus the converse of 
that shown in Figures 1- and 2. 
A further advantage'of the apparatus ar-‘ 

ranged as described and shown is that the, 
7 cost ofmultiples of bulk‘ ofwashings7 varies7 
namely, that the greater the bulk, the relative 

- ly less it costs per unit of quantity. > 
, \Vhat is claimed is :—' > - ~ 1 

A means for measuring laundry, consist 
ing of‘ a‘ bag of ?exible material having 
straight'sides, the bottom of the bag being 
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the same size asthe top, said bag being pro 
vided with price designations thereon spaced 
apart in the direction of thelength of the bag 
and each corresponding ‘in amount With the 
"price for a quantity oflaundry ?lling the bag 
to the point Where- the designation is located, 
and means on the bagadjacentto each desig 
nation by Which thebagiican-be closed at the 
particular point determined by such price 
designation. a ' ‘ ‘ , j' V ‘ ' 

In testimony whereof I have signed my 
name to this speci?cation. ' 

‘ RONALD LLHAMILTON, 


