
Feb. 12, 1929. g ? 1,701,933 
' 4 M. I. RIVKIN 

BATHigG AND GYMNASIUM sun 

Filed Dec. 29, 1927 



.RIFA 

Patented Feb. 12, 1929. 

UNITED STATES 

1,701,933 
PATENT ' OFFICE. 

monms ISAAC nIvKIN, on PHILADELTHIA, PENNSYLVANIA. 

BATHING AND GYMNASIUM SUIT 

Applieation ?led December 29, 1927. Serial No. 243,293. 

My invention relates to legless ‘and crotch 
_ less bathing and gymnasium suits in which 
the openings for the legs are separated by 
straps or bands. \ 

5v >Th'e main purpose of my invention is to 
slash the leg openings of the suit diagonally 
outwardly and upwardly so that the binding 
of the diagonal 'leg edges against the legs of 
the wearer will draw the edges of the strap 

10 against the adjacent inner sides of the bath 
lng and gymnasium garments without regard , 
to whether the strap between be straight or 
curved. This is applicable to both women’s 
and men’s. ' " \ 

15 A further purpose is to combine the char 
acter of the strap of the bathing suit with the 
sides of the I? openings of the suit so as to 
secure more e ective holding of the garment 
than would 0 ‘herwise be the case. 

20 A further purpose in men’s garments is to 
curve the str'a in transverse contour so as to 

> ‘provide a poc et which is preferably so pro. 
portioned in longitudinal contour as to locate 
the pocket chie?y toward the front of the 

25 wearer. ‘ . . 

A further purpose in men’s garments is to 
use the tightening of the slashed leg of a 
bathing suit to help to draw and hold an 
intermediate strap to the contour of a bag; 

30 A further purpose in men’s garments is to 
provide a bathing suit which is capable of‘, 
‘serving the purpose also of a ock strap. 

I have preferred to illustrate my invention, 
by one main form only, of each part of the 

35 invention appearing in several different gar 
ments, selectin a form which has proved to 
be practical, e cient and thoroughly reliable, 

- and which at the same time well illustrates 
the principles of my invention. , 

40 Figure 1 is a three-quarter front View of 
a man dressed in one of my bathing suits. 

Figure 2 is a front elevation of one of my 
suits ?attened and with the skirt in raised 
position. 

45 Figure 3 is a section of Figure 2 ‘taken 
upon line 3—3. ' 

Figure & is a view corresponding with F ig 
use 2 but showing a fragmentary structure 
in the form of trunks only. 

50- Figure 5 is a section of Figure 4, taken 
upon’line 5-5. v 

_ Figures 6 and 7 are fragmentary views cor 
responding to views 2 and 3 or 4 and 5 show 
ing a garment for women vor for juveniles. ' 

55 a Figure 8 is a fragmentary perspective; 

‘ to give fullness, 

showing a man’s garment in position of use. - 
In the drawings similar numerals indicate 

like parts. 
At the present time, existing so-called leg~ 

less bathing suits are made and are worn byv 
men and women, boys and girls to-some ex 
tent. They are not wholly satisfactory, in 
that it is impossible to protect the wearer 
without the use of short leg sections and, for 
men even then, the suits are uncomfortable 
unless jock straps areused and are unsightly. 
Some of the features of my invention are 

suited to women’s and misses’ suits and other 
features are suited particularly to men’s suits. 
My garment does not require even short 

leg sectionsand, for men, is intended to act 
as a combined bathing or gymnasium suit and 
jock strap, serving the garment purpose fully 
with a minimum of clothing and giving ease 
of position and comfort to the wearer. For 
convenience the garment will be called a bath 
ing suit without regard to whether trunks 
only of a full suit be made and with the gym 
nasium use also in mind. _ 

In’ the illustration, the upper part of the 
bathing suit is shown as 10 in a type of suit 
having wide open arm cuts 11, partly held 
together at an intermediate point at 12.v 
The suit is provided with trunks 13 which 

are part of the combined suit in Figures 1, 
2 and 3, and which are separate from the rest 
of the garment in Figure 4. Since the inven 
tion resides in the bifurcated ‘portion of the 
garment, my invention is not affected by the 
character of the shirt nor by the presence or 
absence of the skirt except as the shirt assists 
in pulling up the trunks and as the ‘skirt 
covers the slit portion of the trunks or affects 
the ease of pulling up the trunks. 
The leg portions of these trunks are cut 

at the sides to form diagonal leg openings 14 
with an intermediate strap 15. - 
In the women’s garment the strap is 

straight in cross section, as seen in Figure 6 
and is free from seam. When the edges are 
pulled tight, the central’ part is slacked and 
‘tends to'curve, permitting some of the ma 
terial to/yield toward the, back. . In the men’s 
garment the strap is curved arti?cially at 16 

to form ‘a partial pocket, 
pouch or bag, the more effectively to' accom 
plish its purpose. The curvature can be given 
best by cutting along convex lines and-sewing 
the edges together at 17. I prefer to de?nite 
1y locate this pocket or bag in the front part 
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of the, length‘ of the strap. This is deter 
mined by the point at which the seam is 
located. a 

In use the strap back of the seam is drawn 
back, ‘cooperating with fullness provided by 
the extra material in the curved back ‘por 
tion of the trunks at 18 (see Figure 4) to 
supply the room needed in the seat, throwing 
the seam back to approximately the middle 
of the space between the wearer’s legs and 
placing the extra material of the pocket 
slightly in'front of this middle position. 
The reason'for the diagonal cut of the leg 

openings is that by pulling up the trunks the 
leg openings may be made to ?t wearers of 
different size and weight and, with all of 
them, to draw the outer edges 18, 19 of the 
strap outwardly against the adjoining inner 
sides of the legs of the wearer. The length of 
the suit thus (determines the extent to which 
the leg openings slope along the body of the 
wearer, making the same suit ?t a tall thm 
man as will ?t a shorter stouter man, with- ' 
in the range of reasonable stretch of the 
shoulder straps and shirt body. of the suit. 
In either case thewearer is thus fully pro 

tected by a simple and inexpensive ‘construc 
tion applying a minimum of material scien 
ti?cally to the best advantage. 
Adjustment of the outwardly directed pull 

upon the edges 'of the strap by the upward 
pull upon the‘diagonal walls of the leg open 
ings not only draws the strap edges out 
wardly against the legs of the wearer but 
holds the edges of the leg openings snugly 
against the leg and body of the wearer 

- not in use. throughout the lengths of the openings. 
The bag form, seen best in Figures .3 and 5 

is thus utilized for two purposes, one to com 
bine with the extra material seen in Figure 4 
and provided in the back of the trunks 
(against which a straight shirt bottom edge 
is sewed) to supply extra seat room in the 
garment and'the other for jock~strap pur 
poses. In the latter use the portion of the 
pocket is used which lies in front of the 
seam but it is permitted to yield further and 
is thus given more pocket room by the extra 
material at the middle back of the seam, not 
all ofi'which is required, ordinarily'to give 
seat room. ' 

' In view of my invention and disclosure 
variations and modifications to meet indi 
vidual whim or particular need will doubt— 
less become evident to others skilled in the 
art, to obtain part or all of the bene?ts of my 
invention without copying the structure 
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shown, and I, therefore, claim all such in so 
far as they fall within the reasonablev spirit 
and scope of my invention. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim as new and desire to secure-by Letters 
Patent is :—’— 

1. In the trunk portion of a bathing gar-v 
ment, front and rear members depending 
from the body thereof, said members be. 
ing-reduced in width toward the lowermost 
ends thereof to de?ne a pair of opposed leg 
openings, the lowermost ends of both of said 
members being convexly curved for secure 
ment together along a correspondingly 
curve-d line, the rear member being longer 
than the front member whereby, upon secur 
ing said lowermost ends together, a pocket is 
formed which extends between the lowermost 
edges of the leg openings. 

2. In the trunk portion of a bathing gar 
ment, a pair of front and rear members de 
pending from the body thereof, said mem 
bers belng of decreasing width toward the 
lowermost ends thereof to define a pair of 
opposed leg openings extending outwardly 
and upwardly, .the lowermost end of the 
front member being convexly curved, the 
rear member being longer than and having a 
convexly curved lowermost end correspond 
ing to that of the front member, and said‘ 
lowermost ends of said members being 
seamed together to form a pocket extending 
between the lowermost edges of the leg open 
ings, the lower portion of the rear member 
being foldable ‘upon itself immediately to 
the rear of said seam when the garment is 

3. In the trunk portion of a bathing gar 
ment, a front member depending from the 
body thereof, said member being of decreas 
ing width toward the lowermost end there 
of and said end being convexly curved from 
edge to edge, a rear member depending from 
the body thereof, said rear member being 
also of decreasing width toward the lower 
most end thereof and said latter end being 
also convexly curved from edge to edge, said 
rear member being of greater length than the 
front member such that the lower portion 
thereof 'overhangs the lowermost end of the 
front member, and said overhanging por 
tion being folded upon itself whereby to 
bring the curved end thereof into coincidence 
with the curved end of the front member, 
and means for joining said curved ends to~ 
gether. ~ 

1 ' \ MORRIS ISAAC RIVKIN. 
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