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This invention relates generally to animat 
ed toys, and has more particular reference to 
a doll or ?gure that can be made to perform 
somersaults, although certain features of the 
invention are applicable to dolls generally. 
1n the accompanying drawing forming 

part of this speci?cation, in which like num 
bers of reference denote like parts wherever 
they occur, _ 
Figure 1 is a vertical central sectional view 

of doll that illustrates one form of the inven 

tion; ‘ 
Figure 2 is a perspective view of a modi 

?ed form of doll as it appears with the dress 
removed; and 
Figure 3 is a perspective view of a third 

embodiment of the invention. ‘ 
The form of the invention exhibited in 

Figure 1 comprises a ?exurally resilient stay 
or elongated support, preferably in the form 
of a flat slender rod or blade 1 of resilient 
steel or other suitable material, and a flexible 
?gure or body 2 that is supported or rein 
forced thereby. The ends of the rod are en 
larged to form anchorages for the attach 
ment of the head and feet, respectively, of the 
?gure thereto. The enlargements preferably 
consist of wooden blocks 3 and 4, respectively, 
that are slitted at 5 to receive the ends of the 
blade 1 and to hold the same therein secure 
lv by friction or otherwise. The head 6 may 
lie formed of a cover or shell of hide or cloth 
7 or solid or hollow moulded rubber that en 
closes the block 3 and that may be provided 
with a suitable stuffing or ?lling 8, such as 
cotton. The feet 9 may be formed of ?aps 
of leather or other suitable material, and se 
cured to the bottom of the block 4 in any 
suitable manner, as by means of a tack 10 
having a rubber or cushioned head 11. A 
?exible covering or dress 12 may be placed 
around the intermediate portion of the blade 
1, the upper and lower ends thereof being 
preferably stitched to the head 6 and feet 
9, respectively. A hoop 13 may, if desired, 
be secured, as by stitches 14, to the inner side 
of the middle portion of the dress. The suit 
12 may be provided with arm sleeves 15; and 
hands 16, cut fromv ?aps of leather or other 
suitable material, may be stitched to the in 
ner sides of the sleeves 15. A suitable hat 
17 may be stitched or otherwise secured to 
the head 6. 
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\Vhen the doll is held erect on the left h and 
18, with» the fore?nger 19 of the right hand 
on top of the doll’s head 6, as shown in full 
lines in Figure 1, and the head pushed down 
ward and slightly backward until the spring 
1 is ?exed from its normally straight posi~ 
tion to the bowed position shown in dotted 
lines, and the fore?nger 19 is then slid off 
the head rearwardly, the spring 1 is released 
and tends to straighten to its normal posi 
tion, throwing the head rapidly forward so 
that its momentum carries the doll into space 
in a somersaulting motion. If the spring 
1 be bent forwardly, the doll will somersault 
in the opposite direction. 
The doll of Figure 2 embodies features of 

the doll of Figure 1, and, in addition there 
to, bears an additional block 20, having arms 
21 pivotally connected to opposite sides 
thereof. The rods 21 enter the sleeves of the 
doll’s dress, and swing on their pivots 22 when 
the position of the doll is changed. 
Figure 3 illustrates a modi?cation in which 

a stuffed sack 25 simulating a headis placed 
over the block 3, the lower open end of the 
sack being drawn together around the blade 
1 and held in that position by means of the 
encircling cord 24 tied therearound. The 
lower block 25 may serve as a base on which 
to rest- the blade spring 1. 
The stay spring 1 may be used inside of or 

to support in?ated rubber balloons, or a cut 
out ?gure of any character and of suitable 
material may be attached thereto. A wooden 
or wire rod may be substituted for the flat 
steel spring. However, the steel blade pre 
ferred because of its greater flexibility. 
Having thus fully described this invention, 

I hereby reserve the bene?t of all changes in 
form, arrangement, order, or use of parts, as 
it is evident that many minor changes may be ' 
made therein without departing from the 
spirit of this invention or the scope of the fol 
lowing claims. 

I claim: 
1. An article of thecharacter described com 

prising a ?exurally resilient rod, a head borne 
by one-end thereof, feet borne by the other 
end thereof, a flexible covering for the inter 
mediate portion of said rod and means se 
cured to the inner portion of said covering 
and adapted to space the same about said rod. 

2. An article of the character described 
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comprising a slender rod having enlarged 
ends, a head borne by one of said ends, feet 
borne by the other end, a ?exible covering 
placed around the intermediate portion of 

5 said rod and having its ends secured to said 
head and feet and a hoop secured to the inner 
side ofthe middle portion of said covering 
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and adapted to space said covering about 
said rod to permit the ?exing of the latter 
therein. ' 10 

In testimony whereof I hereunto a?ix my 
signature. ' 

ADAM G. TEASON 


