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This invention relates to an’improved dis 
pensing device that is adapted for various 
uses but is more particularly designed to feed 
pasty or semi-liquid material to an article 
that is passed across the bottom of it and to 
facilitate the' feeding in sui?cient quantity 
to satisfy average requirements by one appli 
cation. ' 

The device is well adapted for supplying 
such material as prepared mustard to Frank 
fur‘ters and the like which are sold in a roll 
and commonly ‘called “hot dogs”. These are 
often sold in'large quantities to many dif 
ferent customers, as at summer resorts, and 
are at present supplied with mustard by a 
paddle or stick from a small pot or jar. This 
method is slow, unsanitary and messy. The 
material becomes smeared on the mouth of 
the‘ jar and the paddle is often dropped and 
then recovered and put back in the jar. The 
service is slow and causes Congestion at the 
counter and the amount of material supplied 
by a single application can not be gaged. 

lVith my improved device, the usual man 
ner of using it is to secure the receptacle 
holding the mustard, to a suitable support 
and the .Frankfurter, held in‘ the roll, is 
passed across the bottom of the receptacle 
and in passing it engages a ball which turns 
to facilitate the movement of the Frankfurt 
er and thus does not tear the casing, and at 
the same time the ball feeds a stream of mus- > 
tard to the Frankfurter. When not being 
used the ball acts as a stopper for the recep~ 

_, tacle. 
Another feature of the invention is the 

construction of the outlet so ‘that the material 
can be fed in the form of ribbon-like stream, 
which is approximately as wide as the di-" 
ameter of the ball so that the ball feeds as 
wide a stream of material as if it were a 
roller instead of only supplying a stream as 
wide as its point of contact. 
The invention is illustrated in the acconv 

panying drawings in which Figure 1 is a side 
view of a device embodying my invention 
and Figure 2 is a front view thereof with ‘a 
part shown in section. Figure 3 is a detail 
perspective of the outlet of the receptacle. 
Figure 4 is a detail of a nozzle of a moth- 
?ed form. _ . 

The invention comprises a receptacle 10 
which can be handled as a dispensing device 
by passing it along the article to be supplied 
with material but for commercial purposes 

it is better to support the rece tacle either 
against the wall or on a stand an I have illus 
trated it'as supported by a stand consisting; 
of an upright post 11 and supporting rings 
12, the posts being arranged on a base 13. 
This. construction is preferred because the 
base, being usually made of highly polished 
or plated metal, presents a good appearance 
and, in addition, any drip that might take 
place can be easily removed. 
The receptacle, in the form shown in Fig 

ures 1 and 2, is provided with a suitable ?ll 
ing opening 14 which is provided with a lid 
15 and at the bottom is a nozzle comprising 
inwardly tapering side walls 16 acting as a 
seat for a ball 17. The equivalent of a ball 
can be used but a ball is preferred because it 
will rotate and yield no matter what the di~ 
rection of movement of the article passing 
under it and engaging it. Mustard and simi 
lar material, by its weight will keep the ball 
on its seat and when the ball is engaged by 
passing an article under it to receive the ma 
terial it will rotate up on one of the side 
walls and by that rotation will feed the mus: 
tardorother material down through the open 
ing so formed. 
In order to give an adequate supply by one 

‘application I arrange openings such as the 
slits 18 which can be provided at the outlet of 
the nozzle in any required number. I find’ 
two are usually sufficient, these being placed 
on opposite sides and‘ at right angles to the 
normal‘direction of movement when the ball 
is engaged so that the opening at what might 
be termed the sides is greater and the material 
is fed out to approximately the full width, 
that is, substantially as wide as the diameter 
of the ball. These openings, therefore, pro 
vide for feeding a ribbon of material rather 
than a thin narrow streak that would ordi 
?afily be supplied by contact only with the 
a 1. 
Means for holding the ball in place in case 

the receptacle is inverted is provided by a. 
suitable wire clip 19 held by spring engage 
ment under the rib 20. 
In Figure 4 I show a nozzle arrangement 

which is used on the receptacle 10 and shows 
one that is adapted for use on an ordinary 
jar in which mustard is sold, the nozzle. 21 
being in the form of a screw nozzle having 
the threads 22, the ball 23 being supported 
within the nozzle the same as the ball 17_ is 
supported in‘ the one above described. Flg 
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ure 4 also shows openings 24 which are the 
equivalents of the openings 18 in the construc 
tion previously described." - > I s _ ' 

I claim: ~ . - > 

A dispensing apparatus comprising'a re 
ceptacle, a. nozzle with a tapered outlet on 
the bottom of the receptacle, the edge of the 
outlet being cut awa at‘ separated points, 
and a freely movable all resting by gravity 

in the outlet and bearing on the nozzle above 71.0 
the cut-away portions ‘of the nozzle, tofseal 
the said outlet, said ball when raised opening ' _ 

' the ' outlet and eo-operating ‘ with the cut- 1 
away portions to feed a ribbon of material 
when the ball vis rotated. " - ' I ' 

a In testimony whereof I a?ix my signature. 

FRED s. MORRISON; -_ 
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