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This invention relates to novel means for 
securing sign characters, such as letters and 
numerals, to awnings, canvas tents and the 
canvas tops of vehicles, and has for one of 
its objects `the provision of meansoi' this 
character which shall be simple, durable and 
inexpensive and through .the medium of 
which a skilled or unskilled person cany 
readily secure the> sign characters ~to the 
article to which they are to be applied. ' 
A further object of the invention is the 

`provision of means of the character stated 
which will permit the sign characters to be ‘ 
secured in place without noticeably distort 
ing the article to which they are secured 
and which will permit theready removal of 
the sign characters in order to secure vthem 
to another article or new ones substituted 
therefor. 
A still further object of the invention is 

to secure the sign characters to the article 
in a manner to permit the free circulation 
of airbetween the parts whereby to prevent 
the laccumulation of moisture between the 
sign characters and article and the conse 
quent deterioration of the parts. _ 
With the foregoing and other objects in 

View, the invention consists of the novel con 
struction, combination and arrangement of 
parts hereinafter fully described and 
claimed, and illustrated in the accompany 
ing‘drawing, wherein: _ 

igure 1 is an elevational v_iew lllustrat' 
A ing the application of a sign character em 
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bodyingmy invention, 
Figure 2 is a similar view illustrating a 

part of the sign character securing means, 
Figure 3 is a detail' sectional view taken 

on the horizontal plane indicated by the 
line 3_3 of Figure 1, ` 
Figure 4 is a detail sectional view taken on 

the vertical plane indicated by the line 4-4 
i of Figure 1, 

~ Figure 5 is a sectional view of a slightly 
modiíìedvform of the sign character secur 
ing means, and ' _ f  

Figure 6 is a similar 
modified form of the sign character secur 
ing means. - 

. Corresponding and like parts are referred 
to in the "following description, and desig 
nated in the several viewsv of the accompany 
ing drawing, by similar reference characters. 
In the drawing, 1 designates the sign 

character and 2 the article to which it is 
secured. The article 2 may be made 0f can 

view 'of a further» 

vas or other flexible material and'may 

a'cter 1 is 'provided 'in its inner side with a 
recess 3 .which opens out through` the up 
per and lower ends thereof andpermits the 
free circulation of air between all partis‘of 
the sign character and the article 2 in order 
to prevent-the accumulation of moisture be' 

_v CQnr'li , 
sist of an awning, canvas tent, the canvas 

- top of a vehicle or the like. The sign char- v 
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tween the part-s and the consequent deterio-` 5 ' 
ration of the part 2. The~ sign character, l 
may be made of metal, wood or other suit 
able material, and is provided in its front 
side with recesses 4 in the bottom walls of 
which openings 5 are provided. ' ' ' f 

The means for securing'the sign character 
1 to the article 2, comprises an internally 
threaded sleeve 6 provided at one end with 
an outer liange 7, a threaded stud 8 provided 
at'one end with a head 9`, and a> backing 4or 
washer strip 10. The sleeve 6 passes 
through thearticle 2 and the innerv end there 
of contacts with the sign character 1.- The 
stud 8 passes through the sign character., 
1 and is engaged with the sleeve 6, andthe 

" head 9of the stud occupies a recess 4. The 
strip 10 is positioned between the ̀ flange 7 
of the sleeve 6 and the >article 2, and is pro- - 
vided with an opening l1 for thereception 
of the sleeve. The head 9 is of less thick 
ness> than the depth of the recess 4 so as to 
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permit the recessl to be closed in a manner . 
to obscure the head from view by any suit 
able material, as Vindicated at 12. A nick 
13 is formed in the head 9 to ermit the stud 
8 to be applied or removed y means of a 
screwdriver.  i v 

In practice, the sign character will be 
secured at one or more points to the article. 
The number of points at which the sign 
character is secured to the article will de 
pend solely upon the size of the former. 
To adapt the'article forfthe application of 
theisign character thereto, it is only neces 
sary tol provide the former with one or more 
.openings for the reception of the sleeve or 
sleeves. As the sleeve 6 contacts with the 
inner side ofthe sign character 1 and the 
head 9 with the opposite side of the si " 
character, as the flange 7 contacts with tile 
vstrip 10, and the latter forms a backing for 
the vertical edges of the sign character, it 
should bey apparent that the si character is 
íirmly‘secured in place and t at the article 
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is not noticeably distorted. After the ap- " 
plication of the sign character' 1, the ma 



'terial 12 can be applied. As the material 
hides the head 9 the securing means will not 

ï detract from the appearance of the .sign 
character. l 

` The securing means shown 1n Figure 5 
differs from that shown in Figures 1`, 2 andY 

, 3 in that a grommet 14 and nut 15 are used 
in lace of the sleeve 6' and flange 7 and 

, screw;y The ' ‘ 
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in t at a stove bolt 16- is used in place «of the 
parts 8 and' 9 which constitute a machine 

mmet 14 is secured -to the 
article 2 and contacts with the inner or op. 
posing sides -of the sign character 1 and 
strip 10. The structure shown in Figure 
G_diifers from that shown in Fi re 5 in 
that a washer 17 is used in place o the strip 

` 10, the _washer being positioned on the bolt 
' 16 betwen the inner or opposing sides of the 

25 

30 

'as 

‘tend to give exact 

grommet 14 and sign character 1. The 
sleeve 6 of the structure shown in Figures 
1, 2 and 3,«tl1e grommet 14 of the lstructure 
shown in Fi ure 5, and the rommet 1,4 and 
washer 17 o the structure s own in Figure 
6, prevent the inward distortion of t-he ̀ sign 
character while securing it in place. 

It should be understood that the draw 
ing is merely illustrative ̀ and does not pre 

roportions. Further 
more, the said drawing is illustrative of .a 
preferred construction, it being my expecta- ‘ 
tion that various changes and modifications 
may be made without departing from the 
spirit and sco e of my invention. 

1. In combination, a freely iiexible article, 
a sign character having a recessed _inner side 
and arranged with its edges in contact with 
the article, a bolt passing throughthe signÍ 
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character and article, a nut applied to the 
bolt, means mounted on the bolt between the 
article and the nut and extending from ed e 
to edge of the sign character to engage the 
article~ against the edges of the sign character, 
,and a member surrounding the bolt and ex 
tending from the nut to the inner side of the 
sign character and adapted in conjunction " 
with said means to limit the distance that 
the nut ma be turned up and thus revent 
the noticea le distortion of the/artic e. 

2. In combination, a freely fiexible article, 

bolt, a backing or .washer strip mounted 
upon the bolt between the article and nut, 
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a sign character having a recessed inner side _ Y 
and arranged _with its edges in contact with 
the article, a .bolt passing through the sign 
character and article, a 'nut applied to the 
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and extending from edge to edge of the ' 
sign character and a member surrounding 
the bolt between the sign character and nut 
and adapted in conjunction with said strip 
to limit the distance that the nut may be 
turned up and thus prevent the noticeable 
distortion of the article. i 

3. In combination, a freely flexible article, 
a sign character having a recessed inner side 
and arranged with its edges in contact with 
'the article, a bolt passing through the si 
character and article, a nut applied to t e 
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bolt, and a backing or washer strip mounted . 
upon the bolt between the article and nut 
and extendin from edge to edge of the sign 
character an adapted to limit the distance 
that the nut may be turned up and thus pre 
vent the noticeable distortion of the article. 
In testimony whereof I aílix my si ature. 

JOSEPH D. CAR EY. 
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