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This ‘invention relates broadly to electric 
?ash lights of the kind in which a cylindrical 
casing containing the electric battery is closed 
at one end with a cap containing the lens, re 
?ector and lamp and at the other end with 
a cap ' containing, generally, a coil spring 
adapted to force ‘the battery terminal for 
wardly in engagement with the electrical 
contact on'the lamp. These caps are usually 
removably secured to the respective ends of 
the casing by a threaded connection there 
with. More specifically the invention relates 
to the last mentioned cap. _ 
One object of the invention is the provision 

‘of means whereby the ?ash light may be 
readily suspended or carried upon the person. 
Accordingly an irregular metallic loop is 
swivelled'on'the ?ash lightr'and this loop is 
so proportioned as to be readily slipped over 
a button and moved axially so that the thread 
or shank of the button as the case may be is 
engaged by a portion of the loop of decreased 
diameter, the button serving to prevent the 
accidental removal of the loop. The ?ash 
light may also be suspended from a ?nger 
say, by passing the same through that por 
tion of the loop of increased diameter which 
is proportioned to receive it. 
The invention also has for its object the 

provision of a cap which will permit the ?ash 
light to stand on end when the suspension 
loop is pivoted thereon. According to this 
aspect of the invention the end face of the 
cap is substantially a plane surface which 
is formed with a depression of the shape of 
the suspension loop and of a depth sufficient 
to permit the loop to lie wh'olly within the 
outer marginal surface so that it will not 
interfere with the balance of the ?ash light 
when stood on end. 
The invention also seeks to automatically 

retain the suspension loop in the recess when 
not in use. It also seeks a construction 
wherein the loop may be readily released and 
automatically moved to operative position 
substantially perpendicular to the end sur 
face of the ?ash light. lVith these ends in 
view the loop is formed of resilient metal, 

' suchas wire, and the cap is formed with a 
shoulder or cam surface in non-parallel or 
reverse relation with a portion of the loop, 
whereby when the loop is _pressed into the de 
pression, it is sprung over the shoulder which 
then overties the loop and retains it withinv 
the depression. \Vhen the loop is to be moved 
out of the depression, the thumb nail, for in 

stance, may be inserted beneath the end of 
the loop to raise, a portion over the shoulder 
when the resilience of the metal will cause 
the said portion. of the loop to override the 
shoulder and spring the loop to a substan 
tially vertical position. ' 
The invention also resides in a suspension 

loop which is practical from the standpoint 
of ease and-cheapness in manufacture ‘and 
convenience in use. - 

These and other objects of the invention 
and the means for their attainment will be 
more apparent from the followingdetailed 
description of a preferred embodiment, illus 
trated in the accompanying drawings, in 
which: ‘ 

Fig. 1 is aview in elevation showing a con-l 
ventional type of ?ash light to which the 
invention is applied. 

Fig. 2 is a view showing the suspension 
loop applied to a ?ash light cap which is re 
cessed to receivethe loop when in folded po 
sition. ' _ 

Fig. 3 is a view in elevation of the cap, 
partly in vertical section, taken in the plane 
indicated by the line 3—3 in Fig.2 and show 
ing the suspension loop lying within the 
outer ‘marginal surface of the cap'end. 

Fig. 4 is a fragmentary sectional view tak 
en in the plane indicated'by the line 4-—4 in 
Fig. 2 and showing the cam surface or shoul~ 
der formed along the edge of the depression 
over which a nonparalleled portion of the 
suspension loop is sprung to retain it within 
the depression. , 
A common type of electric ?ash light shown 

in Fig. 1 comprises a cylindrical casing 5 
closed at the one end by a threaded cap 6 car 
rying the lensv 7 and closed at its other end 
by a threaded cap 8. The cap 8 is formed 
with a plane end surface 9 whereby the ?ash 
light may be stood on end and with a polyg 
onal shaped rim 10 serving as a convenient 
grip in screwing or unscrewing the cap from 
the end of the casing. Pivotally mounted in 
the cap 4 at one side thereof is a suspension 
loop of irregular outline indicated in general 
at 11. The loop is preferably formed of re— 
silient metallic wire and is of largest diame 
ter between the portions 12-42 whereby it 
may be slipped over a button or carried on 
the ?nger and of a reduced diameter between 
the portions 13-613 adjacent to the end 20 so 
that axial movement of the loop after it has 
been slipped over a button will bring the 
shank or other securing means thereof with 
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in the part of reduced diameter where the 
button will prevent its displacement. The 
ends 14 of the loop are turned mwardly as 

’ shown to pivot within holes in a relatively 
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raised portion such as the straight sides of a 
depression 15 formed in the end surface 9 of 
the cap 8 of a depth sufficient, as shown in 
Fig. 3, to permit the loop to l1e_wholly below 
the marginal surface 9 and not Interfere with 
the balance of the ?ash light when stood on 
end. Thus the loop is movable from either 
of the positions shown in full lines 1n Figs._ 1 
or 2 to the position shown in dotted lines 1n 
Fig. 2 and in Fig. 3. _ _ 
The loop 11 is retained automatically with 

in the depression 15. To effect such reten 
tion the straight portions 16——16 converge 
from the ends 14 while the marginal edges 
17 of the recess 15 are disposed in non-paral 
lel relationship with respect to the portions 
16 being‘spaced further apart at the points 
18 than the cooperating points 19 of the sldes 
16 of the loop. As the loop is moved into the 
depression, the portions 16, bemg resllient, 
spring under the edges 17 and are retained 
thereby. To displace the loop from out the 
depression and cause it to assume a perpen~ 
dicular position, as shown in Fig. 1, the 
thumb nail may be inserted under the end 20 
of the loop, as it lies in the recess, while the 
?ash light is grasped in the palm of the hand 
with the ?ngers encircling it. As the end 20 
is raised, thus turning the loop about its piv 
ots, the shoulders 19 ride over the edges 17 
and the converging sides 16, being resilient, 
and bein expanded away from one another 
by the e ges 17, have a tendency to spring 
back into normal position, which causes the 
portions 16_to slide along the diverging edges 
17 and move the loop to a vertical position. 

It will thus be seen that a clip or suspension 
ring has been provided attached to a ?ash 
light case or ?tting thereof which has an-ir 
regular shape substantially similar in form to 
that used in garter fastenings so that the ?ash 
light may be suspended thereby or attached 
to a button on the clothes of the user. More 
over, the suspension loop does not interfere 
with the balance of the ?ashlight, when it is 
stood on end, since the loop is retained, when 
not in use, within a depression formed in the 
end of the ?ashlight casing. The loop is also 
adapted to be automatically returned to oper 
ative position by a simple releasing action 
which may be effected by the thumb nail of 
the hand holding the ?ashlight. . 
Various modi?cations may be made in th 

location, con?guration and composition of the 
suspension ring as well as in the means where 
by it is retained within the depression inthe 
casing and the means whereby it is moved to 
operative position. Furthermore, the several 

I features of the invention are capable of inde 
pendent use as well as in combination and no 
limltation is intended by the phraseology of 
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the foregoing description or illustrations in 
the accompanying drawings beyond that set 
forth in the appended claims. 

I claim: - 

1. As an article of manufacture, the com 
bination of a cap for a ?ash light and an elon 
gated suspension loop varying in width trans‘ 
versely. said cap having a plane end surface 
formed with an irregular depression to re 
ceive the loop and of a depth sufficient to per 
mit the loop to lie within the marginal sur 
face of the cap, said loop being pivoted on the 
cap and being formed with oppositely dis 
posed straight sides adjacent the pivots and 
converging therefrom, said depression hav' 
ing oppositely disposed straight edges adja 
cent the pivots and the walls of the depres 
sion beneath the edges being recessed. 

2. The combination of a cap for a ?ash 
light adapted to serve as a base for the ?ash 
light when the same is stood on end, and a 
suspension loop for said ?ash light pivoted 
on said cap and foldable from a collapsed in 
operative position to a non-collapsed ?ash 
light supporting position, said loop compris 
ing a resilient body bent upon itself adjacent 
its mid portion and diverging therefrom to 
its ends, and an irregular shaped channel 
formed in said cap corresponding to the shape 
of the loop for receiving and housing the loop 
when the same is in collapsed inoperative po 
sition, said loop having its ends turned in 
wardly and forming pivots for the loop, and 
said channel being provided with undercut 
portions for receiving the diverging portions 
of the loop adjacent their inturned ends. 

3. The combination of a cap for a ?ash 
light adapted to serve as a base for the ?ash 
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light when the same is stood on end, and a > 
suspension loop for said ?ash light pivoted on 
said cap and foldable from a collapsed inop 
erative position to a non-collapsed ?ash light 
supporting position, said loop comprising a 
resilient body bent upon itself adjacent its 
mid vportion and diverging therefrom to its 
ends, and an irregular shaped channel formed 
in said cap corresponding to the shape of 
the loop for receiving and housing the loop 
when the same is in collapsed inoperative po 
sition, said channel having its opposed por 
tions provided with means for engaging the 
loop_ to cause it to snap into and out of inop 
erative position. 

4. The combination of a cap for a ?ash 
light, and an elongated suspension loop piv 
oted thereon, said cap having a plane end sur~ 
face formed with a channel corresponding in 
shape to the loop and of a depth to snugly re 
ce1ve the loop below the surface of the cap, 
said channel having undercut walls adjacent 
the piyots of the loop for maintaining the 
loop in inoperative position within said 
channel. - _ a ‘ 

_ 5. The combination of a cap for a ?ash 
light, and an elongated suspension loop piv 
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oted thereon, said cap having a. plane end sur 
face formed with a channel corresponding in 
shape to the loo and‘of a.‘ depth to snugly 
receive the loop 
said channel havin undercut walls adjacent 
the pivots of the 00p for maintaining the‘ 
loop in inoperative position within said chan 
ml, the portions of the channel adjacent the 

low the surface of the cap,’ 

' 3 

pivots of the loop being spaced apart an . 
amount unequal to the spacing of the sides of 10 
the loop requiring the loop to spring into and . 
out of the channel. ‘ 
In testimony whereof I have hereto a?ixed 

my signature on this 28th day of July, 1926. 

RICHARD MAXWELL EATON. 


