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This invention relates to a rear icing door 
construction for refrigerators. lit is desir 
able many times in supplying a refrigerator 
with ice that the same be supplied without 
the necessity of the ice man coming into the 
house or apartment and the annoyance that 
follows from such entrance, and with. an 
eliirunation of water dripping from the ice 
in the house which takes place when the 
refrigerator is iced in the ordinary manner by 
placing the ice in the ice COll'lpéll‘t'T ent fr ' 
the front of said refrigerator. ' his is par 

ticularly true in apartments; ‘where space restricted and entrance to the refrigerator 

room is hard to obtain, many times requiring 
a passage through. other rooms before reach 
ing the room in which the refrigerator is 
placed. 
The present invention is directed to con 

structing a. refrigerator in such a. manner that 
it may be supplied with ice through an open 
ing in the rear or side of the ice chamber, 
which opening is located. in conjunction with 
an opening through a wall of the house or 
apartment, said opening in the refrigerator 
being normally closed tightly by a door which 
is connected in such manner that it may be 

n 

- very easily removed and replaced; and when 
in closing position a very secure and tight 
closure is made which prevents the escape of 
cold air from the refrigerator. A further 
object of the invention is to construct a novel 
means for said closure to the additional open 
ing to the refrigerator ice compartment 
whereby the same may be quickly removed or 
replaced and which acts automatically when 
replaced to wedge the door tightly to closing 
position. 
For an understanding of the invention 

whereby these ends are attained as well as 
others not at this time stated, reference may 
be had to the following description taken in 
connection with the accompanying drawing, 
in which, i 

Fig. 1 is a fragmentary vertical section 
through the ice compartment of a refriger 
ator showing the front and additional clo 
sures therefor and location of the additional 
closure in direct conjunction with an entrance 
opening through a building or apartment 
wall. 

Fig. 2 is a- fragmentary rear elevation of 
said house or apartment wall with the open 
ing therethrough, the refrigerator ice cham~ 
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opening in elevation. _ 
Fig. 3 is a fragmentary enlarged elevation 

ber additional closure showing through said 55 

of one of the wedging members attached at r ' 
the lower edge of the additional ice chamber 
closure, and I ' . 

Fig. a is av fragmentary ‘vertical section 
showing said wedging member as it appears 
in connection with the soclret with which it . 

used for automatically wedging the addi 
tional ice chamber closure in closed position. 

Lilre reference characters refer ‘to like 
parts in the different ?gures of the drawing. 
The refrigerator 1, which may be of any 

conventional construction, has a front door 
2 closing the front opening to the ice cham 
ber 3 of the refrigerator. in the back if of the 
refrigerator a second opening 5 is made in 
substantial horizontal alignment with the 
front closure to they ice chamber and this rear 
opening 5 is designed to be closed by a. re 
movable door 6. The refrigerator is located 
with its back closely adjacent to the wall 7 
of the refrigerator room or apartment in 
which the refrigerator is used. This wall 
has an opening 8 therethrough somewhat 
larger than the outer dimensions of the door 
6. If desired the opening 8 may be ?nished 
or lined with a. frame 9, though this is in no 
sense essential to the invention. It is to be 
understood that while the drawing shows the 
opening 8 in the rear of the refrigerator, the 
invention contemplates that such opening 
may be made in the side also if circumstances 
require it. 
The closure door 6 to the ice chamber at its 

lower edge is equipped with two spaced apart 
downwardly extending wedge members 10, 
each at its lower end terminating in a head 
11, the rear side of which inclines down 
wardly and inwardly making an inclined cam 
surface 12 as shown. The heads 11 extend 
below the rear edge of the door 6. On the 
back 4 of the refrigerator below the opening 
5 therein plates 13 are permanently secured 
by means of screws or other suitable fasten 
ings, each at its upper part being formed 
with an outwardly extending socket 14, the 
outer side of which is inclined so as to cor 
respond substantially with the inclination of 
thecam outer side 12 of the head 11. It is 
evident that on placing the door 6 in posi 
tion with the heads 11 entering into the 
‘sockets 14 there is an automatic Wedging 
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actionv set up which forces the door to tightly 
closed position. A handle 15 positioned hori 
zontally is located between the members 10 
on the door 6 and at the upper edge of the 
door a latch‘16 of any‘desired and suitable 
construction is mounted, being adapted to 
detachably connect with a keeper 17 perma 
nently secured to the back 4 of the refriger 
ator above the opening 5. 
To supply the compartment 3 with ice it is 

necessary merely for the ice man to reach 
through the opening ‘8 in the wall 7, discon 
nect the latch 16 from its keeper and, with 
one hand engaging the latch handle and the 
other hand with the handle 15, to lift the door 
6 out through the opening 8. This makes it 

. possible for the ice man to place the ice in 
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the‘compartment 3 through said opening 8 
in the wall and the opening 5 in the back of 
the refrigerator.. After the refrigerator has 
been supplied with ice the door is returned to 
position, the heads 11 seating and wedging in 
the sockets 14 and the latch 16 engaging with 
the keeper 17. v 
The invention is one of great practical 

merit. ‘ The ice man does not have to enter 
the house or apartment at all. This is a very 
desirable result ‘which ‘follows from the in 
vention. The closure is airtight and the en— 
trance of warm air past it into the refriger 
ator is completely stopped. The structure 
has proved very useful in practice. The in 
vention is de?ned in the appended claims and 
is to be considered as comprehensive of all 
forms of structure coming within their scope. 
I claim: 
1. A refrigerator including an ice chamber 
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having a front door opening and also an open 
ing at the back of the ice chamber, a door for 
closing the front opening, socket members 
attached at spaced apart distances from each 
other to the back of the refrigerator below 
the back opening, said socket members in 
cluding portions set at an angle to the ver 
tical, wedging members, one for each socket 
member attached to and extending down 
wardly from a back door and adapted to enter 
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said socket members and engage with said ‘ 
portions of the socket members, said wedg 
ing members being formed with cam portions 
or surfaces to engage against the socket mem 
bers and force the door tightly to closed posi 
tion, and means to detachably connect the - 
door at its upper edge portion to said back of 
the refrigerator. . 

‘ 2. In a refrigerator having an ice chamber 
and an entrance opening through the back 
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of the refrigerator to said chamber, spaced 7 
apart sockets attached to the back of the re 
frigerator below the lower side of the open 
ing, each of said sockets havin?r a downward 
ly and inwardly inclined side, a door for 
closing said opening,‘ members attached to 
the outer side of the door and extending 
below the lower edge thereof, each of said 
members at its lower end having a head with 
the outer side thereof likewise inclined down 
wardly and inwardly, there being one of said 
members for each socket, and releasable latch 
means for detachably connecting the door at 
its upper portion to the back of the refriger' 
ator. 
In testimony whereof I a?ix my signature. 1 

CHARLES H. LEONARD. 
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