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This invention relates to athletic guards 
ot the type that comprise a substantially 
rigid and inflexible protecting element ot 
concave-convex shape in transverse cross 
section, provided on its rear side with a taut, 
transversely-disposed member Whose func 
tion is to hold said protecting element spaced 
away 'from the part ofi’ the ivearer’s body that 
is to be protected and also to act as a cushion 
that absorbs a shoclr or blow on pro 
tecting element.  
The protecting element of such an athletic 

guard is usually formed from hard fibre and 
the transversely-disposed member on the rear 
side ot said protecting element is usually 
termed from piece or’ wide webbing 
stretched taut and secured at its ends tothe 
side edges oi“ the protecting element. Con 
sequently, if the protecting element Warps 
in such a Way as to bring the side edges ot 
same closer together, it said protecting 
element is subjected to a blow or pressure 
which tends to increase the transverse curva 
ture oi“ said element, the piece of' webbing 
that extends transversely across the rear side 
ot said protecting element is apt to become 
slack, and thus tail to effectively absorb a. 
shoclr or blow on the protecting element. 

rEhe object of my invention is to provide 
an athletic guard of' the general type men 
tioned, which is equipped with a means that 
effectively prevents the protecting element or' 
the guard from assuming such a shape or 
condition as to materially reduce the taut 
ness of the transversely-disposed member on 
the rear side ot' said element. 
To this end I have devised an athletic 

guard which consists ot a protecting element 
ot approximately concave-conve?L shape in 
transverse cross section formed trom material 
that is substantially rigid and inflexible, a 
shock absorbing means at the rear side of said 
element formed from a piece oftl webbing or 
the like that is stretched taut transversely 
ot said member and secured to the side edge 
portions of; same, and a non-stretchable stay` 
'drawn taut across the ‘front side ot said pro 
tecting element and secured at its ends to the 
side edge portions of saine so as to prevent 
said protecting element from curling up or 
assuming such a condition 'as to materially 
reduce the tautness of the shock absorbing 
member on the rear side ot said element. 

Figure l _ot the drawings is a rear eleva 
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tional View of an athletic guard constructed 
in accordance with my invention. 
Figure 2 is a iront elevational vieuT of said 

guard. 
Figure 3 is a longitudinal sectional View of 

said guard, taken on the line 3_3 et Figure 
l; and 
Figure 4: is a transverse sectional view 

of said guard, taken on the line 4_4 of 
Figure l. 
My invention is applicable to thigh guards, 

shin guards, shoulder guards and Vvarious 
other kinds ot athletic guards that are 
adapted to be positioned in a pocket in a 
garment, laced to a garment, or attached 
directly to the portion ot the Wear-er’s body 
Which it is desired to protect, and While I 
have herein illustrated my invention em~ 
bodied in a'thigh guard of the type that is 
arranged in a pocket on the inside oit the leg 
or" a pair of toot ball pants, I Wish it to be 
understood that the particular purpose for 
which the guard is used is immaterial and 
also that the protecting element oit the guard 
can be shaped in various Ways and various . 
means can be used for holding the guard in 
operative relationship with the part et the 
Wearer’s body that is to be protected, with» 
out departing from the spirit of my in 
Vention. 

Referring to the drawings which illustrate 
the preferred form ot myvinvention, A des~ 
ignates the protecting element oit the guard 
which preferably consists or” a substantially 
rigid or inflexible member ot substantially 
concavo-convex shape in transversecross sec 
tion formed trom a piece ot hard fibre or 
other suitable material that is bowed or 
curved slightly yintermediate its side edges, 
B designates a transversely-disposed member 
on the rear side ot the element> A that is 
used to hold said element spaced aivay from 
the part oi’ the Wearer’s body that is to be 
protected and also to form a cushion that ab 
sorbs a shock or blow on said protecting ele 
ment, and C designates a non-stretchable 
stay draivn tightly across the front side oi’ 
the protecting element A so as te prevent said 
protecting element Jfrom curling up or as 
suming such a condition as to materially re 
duce the tautness of the shock absorbing 
member B on the rear side oi' said protecting 
element. The shock absorbing member B is 
preferably ̀ formed from a piece ot Wide Web~ 
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bing or other suitablenonstretchable fabric 
that is stretched taut transversely of the pro 
tectiner element A and secured at its ends to 
the side edge portions of said protecting ele 
ment in any suitable way, as for example, by 
stitches l, as shown in Figure 1. The stay C 
on the front side of the protecting element A 
is also preferably formed from a piece of 
wide webbing or other suitable non-stretch 
>able fabric whose ends are connected to the 
side edge portions of the protecting element 
by the stitches .l that secure the ends of the 
shock absorbing member B to the protecting 
element. “lith such a guard, any tendency 
of the protecting element A to curl up or as 
sume such a condition that the side edge por 
tions of same are arranged closer together, is 
offset or counteracted by the transversely 
disposed stay C on the front side of the pro 
tecting element. Consequently, the protect 
ing element A will retain its original conw 
cavo-convex shape and the transversely-dis 
_posed member B at the rear side of said pro 
tecting element will remain sufficiently taut 
to effectively absorb a shock or blow on said 

` protecting element and hold said element 
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spaced away from the part of the wearer’s 
body that is to be protected. 

If desired, pads D of felt or other suitable 
material can be arranged at the ends and at 
the side edges of the protecting element A 
and secured to said element by ̀ stitches or in 
any other suitable way, and means can also 
be used to hold the shock absorbing member» 
B in a slightly bowed condition so as to make 
it conform approximately to the part of the 
wearer’s body protected by the guard. In 
the event the guard is equipped with a means 
of the kind just referred to said means can 
be formed conveniently from a narrow strip 
of webbing or other suitable fabric E 
stretched longitudinally of the protecting 
clement A at the rear side of same and ar~ 
ranged so that it crosses the shock absorbing 
member B and exerts pressure on said shock 
absorbing member in a direction to hold it 
in a bowed condition, as shown in Figure 3, 
the ends of the strip E being secured to the 
upper and lower ends of the protecting ele 
ment A in any suitable manner, as for ex 
ample, by stitches l. 
An athletic guard of the construction 

above described is light in weight, it inex 
pensive to manufacture and it is equipped 
with a very efficient means for absorbing a 
shock on the protecting element of the guard 
that is bound to remain in an operative con 
dition, due to the fact that the stay G which 
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is stretched taut across >the front side of ther 
protecting element holds said protecting 
element in shape and prevents it from curl 
ing up or assuming such a condition as to 
materially reduce the tautness of the shock 
absorbing member B of the guard. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim as new and desire to secure by Let 
ters Patent is: 

1. An athletic guard composed of a sub 
stantially rigid and inflexible protecting ele 
ment of such cross-sectional shape that the 
side edge portions of same lie in a different 
plane than the intermediate portion of said 
element, va shock absorbing member stretched 
taut across the rear side of said protecting 
element and secured to the side edge portions 
of same, and a non-stretchable stay drawn 
taut across the front side of said protecting 
element and having its ends permanently se. 
cured to the side edge portions of said pro 
tecting element for counteracting the tend 
ency of said element to assume such a condi 
tion as to materially reduce the tautness of 
said _shock absorbing member. 

2. An athletic guard consisting o_f a sub-» 
stantially rigid and inflexible protecting ele 
ment, a taut shock absorbing member ar 
ranged transversely across the rear side of 
said protecting element and secured at its 
endsto said element, means for holding said 
shock absorbing member in a. slightly bowed 
or curved condition so as to make it conform 
approximately to the part> of the wearer’s 
body against which it bears, and a non 
stretchable stay drawn taut across the front 
side of said protecting element and having 
its ends permanently secured to the side edgev 
portions of said element, for the purpose 
described. ` 

3. An athletic guard composed of a curved 
protecting element formed from a substan 
tially rigid and inflexible hard n‘iaterial, a 
fabric shock absorbing member stretched 
taut across the rear side of said element and 
permanently secured to said element so as to 
hold the same spaced away from the part of 
the wearer’s body to be protected, a longitu 
dinally-disposed fabric strip arranged cross 
wise of said transversely-disposed fabric 
member and connected to the protecting ele 
ment for holding said transverse member in 
a bowed condition, and a non-stretcliable 
stay stretched taut across the front side of 
said protecting element and permanently se 
cured to said element. 
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