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This invention ‘relates to musical instru» 
~ ments, and hasspecial reference to a stringed 
instrument of the guitar and zither type, 
which I preferably term a “sirelin.” ‘ 

5 , One important object of the inventionis to i 
provide an instrument of the guitar or zithcr 
character with novel arrangement of strings, . 
bridges and. frets whereby a tone~may be 
created which somewhat resembles that of a 

10 Hawaiian guitar. -~ _ ' ' r . , 

A1 vsecond important object offtheg‘inven 
tion is the production of a, novel forrnvof 
musicalinstrument in which there is an ‘im-v 
proved arrangei'nent of strings which are, 

15 sounded by plucking ai'idffretting, being em: 
ployed for each set of strings. , 
The invention consists in‘general of cer-' 

tain novel details of construction and combi 
nations of parts hereinafter fully described, 
illustrated, in the ‘accompanying, drawings 
and ‘specifically claimed; 1 Y . ' 
In the accompanying drawings like char— 

acters vo'f'reference indicate like parts in the 
several views, and:' f g ‘ i y 

25 i Fig. 1~is a fro'nt‘view of an instrument 
‘ ‘ constructed in accordance with this'inven 

tion. ‘ y . c I‘ . 

Fig.‘ 2 .is a, side View thereof. . 
Fig. 3 is a detail View of acomb'ined nut 

and fret for the long and short strings. 
In the embodiment ofythe instrument ‘here 
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in disclosed, it‘ will be seen that there is pro~' 
vided a hollow body 10, the general shape of 
the body beyond the-sound holebeing that 
of the ordinary guitar, ‘but slightly wider'in 
the proportion of its length,1 This body has 
a ‘sound hole 11, and "from the upperend of 
the'body to one ‘side ofiitslong'itudinal cen-v 
ter projects the neck.12 whereon isthe head 
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~ neck '12 being provided with the usual frets 
15, and extending along this neck and over 
the body 10 are the strings 16. These strings 

45 pass over and bear upon abridge v17 ‘ adjacent 
the rounded end‘of‘the'instrurnent, and are 
connected tothe usual pegs 18 on the endof 
the body. ' , e _ 7 ~ 

It will be noted that the strings 16 extend 
from pegs 14: over the frets 15 and the com— 
bined bridge and fret 24, and between the 

. sound opening 11 and the bridge 17 there is 
a fret 22', the same constituting. one of, the 
series of frets. for the strings 21. The frets 
15 are spaced so that the‘distance will dimin 
ish from the head 13 toward the body, and in 

55 

13 carrying the tuning pegs 14. The neck 
and head may be of‘the usual guitar type the. 

use these strings are tuned in fifths, the no~ 
tation of these strings from the bass to the 
treble side being E, B, Fit and Ci. At one 
side of the neck there is provided an auxiliary 
head 19 carrying the tuning pegs 20, and 
connected to these pegs are the three bass or 
accompaniment strings 21. 
from left to right are tuned as follows: E, 
G131’). . 

i‘ It is to be noted that the tuning of-striugs 
‘E, G3? and B is in thirds. The combined nut 
and fret 24: has a portion over which strings 
2l'pass, the portion with which the‘strings 
21 engage being of the same height as the 
height of the bridge 17 which extends en 
tirely across the two sets of strings and con 
stitutes a tail'bridge. The accompaniment 
strings may be played open and the treble 
or air strings played either open or by aid 
of the frets 15 vin the usual manner. While 
the instrument may be used in this way, spe 
cial provision is made for utilizing the ‘in 
strurnent in- an entirely different manner. 
To'this end across the body 10 beneath the 
two'sets of strings, and in spaced relation to 
the tail bridge 17, there is provided a long 
fret 22. Beneath the strings 21 between the 
long'fret 22 and the tail‘brid-‘ge 17 is arranged 
a series of auxiliary frets 23', and this-series ‘ 
1s, also carried up the body a short distance 

These strings _ 
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above the long fret 22, as can be clearly seen , 
in Fig. 1. The frets 23 are so placed that 
when a string is moved against one of these 
frets by pressing the string downward with, 
the fingers. between the particular fret in 
(lllQStlOIL andthe next fret toward, the tail 
bridge 17.v the string between the selected fret 
and the combined nut and fret 24 just below 
the pegs 20 is fretted and‘ plucked to vproduce 
a note that accords with the part of the string 
that is free to vibrate.’ In like manner, owing 
to the position of the long fret 22, ‘the press 
ing, downward on one of the‘strings 16 be 
tween the long fret 22 and the tail bridge 17. 
simultaneously produces a note, the tone of 
which‘is regulated by proper fretting on the 
neck12. ’ e . i v ' 

It is to be understood that tones on this in 
strument are preferably produced by fretting 
‘and plucking of- the strings and that. while 
the effect may be varied at times by plucking 
the strings with picks, the principal purpose 
of the arrangement is to enable selected tones 
to be produced‘by fretting and plucking in 
the usual manner. Under these circum-v 
stances, it will be noted that one of the strings 
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16 may be moved downward and held, and 
so long as it is thus held the portion of such 
string between the long fret 22 and thepoint 
at which it is fretted on the neck will vibrate, 
and will continue to vibrate until it slowly 
comes to rest. Meanwhile, one or more of 
the strings 21 may be fretted at different po 
sitions since the linger may be slid along the 
string 16 during the plucking of the strings 
21 without changing the tone. . 

It will also be noted that by holding the 
strings downward at the nodal points, clear 
harmonics are produced, and that impressions 
may be given to they music played on this in 
strument by the varying degrees of force with 
which the strings are plucked, and by vary 
ing the pressure of the strings with the frets. 
There has thus been provided a simple and 

etiicient device of the kind described and for 
the purpose speci?ed. ' 

It is obvious that minor changes may be 
made in the form and construction of the 
invention without departing from the mate 
rial spirit thereof. It is not, therefore, de 
sired to con?ne the invention to the exact 
form herein shown and described, but it is 
desired to include all such as properly come 
within the scope claimed. 
The construction of the instrument pro 

vides an end bridge 17 for all the strings and 
the strings l6 overlie the long fret 22, which 
is an extension of one of the frets for the 
strings 21. The bridge Ql for the strings 21 
being reduced in height serves as one of the 
series of frets 15 for the strings 16. 
T he instrument hereinbefore described can 

be played after the manner of a Hawaiian 
guitar or banjo ukulele. In playing, both 
hands are used. the instrument being held in 
the lap, or, ii desirable, it may be placed 
upon a stand or table. 
Having thus described the invention, what 

is claimed as new, is: 
l. A, stringed musical instrument of the 

guitar type comprising a body, a neck having 
a head, the neck being attached to and extend 
ing from the end of the body and to one side 
of the longitudinal center thereof, an auxil~ 
iary head which extends laterally from the 
neck to a point beyond the longitudinal center 
of the body, pegs for connecting strings to the 
heads and to the body of the instrument, a 
series of frets carried by the neck and body 
over which strings attached to the head on 
the neck pass, a series of frets attached to the’ 
bodyover which strings attached to. the 
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auxiliary head pass, a tail bridge common to 
both sets of frets, a fret constituting one of 
the series for the strings which extend from 
the auxiliary head, said fret underlying the 
strings which overlie the neck, and a com 
bined bridge and fret located adjacent to the 
auxiliary head and extending to constitute 
one of the series of the frets for the strings 
which engage the head on the neck. 

2. A stringed musical instrument compris 
ing a bodyof the guitar type, the belly hav 
ing- therethrough a transversely elongated 
sound opening which is located centrally and 
to one side of the transverse center of the 
belly, a fretted neck located to one side of 
the'longitudinal center of the body, an auxil 
iary head attached to the body and extending 
laterally from the neck, a series of frets at 
tached to the belly between the sound open 

strings which overlie the frets between the 
sound opening and the tail portion of the 
body attached to the belly, a set of strings 
which overlie tae body and the fret of the 
neck, and a tail bridge common to both sets of 
strings. 

3. A stringed musical instrument compris 
ing a resonant body having to one side of its 
longitudinal center a neck and head and on 
the opposite side of its longitudinal center a 
head which is attached to the neck and body, 
pegs carried by the respective heads, a sound 
opening through the belly of the body of such 
area as to extend beyond parallel sets of 
strings carried by the pegs which engage the 
heads and the tail end of the body, frets car 
ried by the neck, a series of frets attached to 
the belly of the body between the tail end 
of the body and the sound opening, and a tail 
bridge which is common to the parallel sets of 
strings. , 

4. A stringed musical instrument of the 
character shown comprising a resonant body 
provided with a fretted neck and a head, a 
laterally extending head attached to the body, 
the belly of the body having a sound opening 
therethrough of such area as to be overlain 
by strings attached to the respective heads 
and the end of the body, a series of frets at 
tached to the body between the sound open 
ing and the tail end of the body, a bridge for 
all of the strings attached to the body adja 
cent to the tail end thereof, and a single fret 
which underlies both sets of strings. 
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mg and the tail portion of the body, a set of’ 

60 

75 

80 

85 

00 

95 

100 


