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Our invention relates to re?llable cleaning 
and scouring devices of the type particularly 
adapted to scour cooking utensils of metal 

' and enamel, to ?nish hard wood ?oors and 
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to operate in any other capacity- in which 
an article of this character would be found 
to be useful. The invention has reference 
especially to a scouring device designed to 
retain re?ll padsv or mops of steel wool or 
other cleaning mediums. 

Re?llable scouring handles for steel wool 
are known and ordinarily comprise a holder 
which is set centrally on a pad of steel wool 
and the edges of the latter are tucked into 
a groove in the holder by means of a table 
knife or other suitable instrument. The 
cleaner is removed from the groove by means 
of a pointed implement which is manipulated 
to disengage the wool. While a cleaner of 
this character does avoid the necessity of 
bringing the users hands into contact with 
the steel wool, it is very clumsy to re?ll, and 
as explained, the operation requires ‘the use 
of a knife and a sharp pointed instrument. 
With the foregoing in mind the object of 

the present invention is to provide a holder 
or handle member and re?lls of steel wool 
which may be easily applied to the handle 
without the use of any instrument and which 
when no longer of use may be projected from 
the handle as hereinafter described. 
Another object of the invention is to pro 

vide a handle member for the steel wool hav 
ing a working face of wood for the purpose 
of allowing the wool to frictionally lock 
itself in position against the said wood face, 
the latter having a greater co-ef?cient of 
friction than that of the surface being 
cleaned, thereby protecting the wool from 
splintering. 
A further object of this invention is to 

provide a re?llable holder of this character 
with means for retaining a cake of soap, or 
quantity of cleansing powder which is in 
tended to mingle with the steel wool to aid 
the scouring operation. 
We accomplish these objects by means of 

the construction illustratively exempli?ed in 
the accompanying drawings, in which, Fig 
ure 1 is a perspective view of our improved 
cleaner; Flgure 2 is a sectional view of the 
same; Figure 3 is a similar sectional view 
on an enlarged scale and the re?ll of wool 
partly projected from the handle; Figure 4 
is a view similar to Figure 2 showing a cavity 
in the handle for soap or cleansing powder; 

Figure 5 is a cross'sectional ‘view of a soap 
container interposed between the pad and the 
connecting piece for the~holder; Figure 6 
1s_a view of a modi?ed form of wool pad; 
Flgure 7 is a cross sectional view ‘of a holder 
and wool pad and means for attaching same 
to the holder; and Figure 8 is a view of a 
still further modi?cation showing a soap‘ 
container in the form of a chemicall treated 
cardboard having an application 0- soap on 
its working face. 

Referring to the drawings,,10 denotes a 
handle or holder, preferably of wood, hav 
ing a knob 11 at the top and a ?ared lower 
shoe portion 12. A bore 13 runs through 
the axis of the holder and at opposite ends 
it is enlarged to‘ provide chambers 14 and 
15, the former opening out of the top, of the 
knob 11 and the latter opening out of the 
center of the face of the shoe portion 12. 
_Each chamber is provided with a metal lin 
mg 16' comprising a straight cylindrical 
sleevehaving one end turned in to form a 
?ange 17, which is adapted to seat against 
the shoulder 18 formed between the bore 13 
and chamber 14 and 15. 
Loosely disposed in the bore 13 of the 

holder 10 is a projector 19 comprisin a 
wood spindle 20 of a diameter sliggtly 
smaller than that of the bore 13 and sub 
stantially longer axially than the latter. 
The spindle 20 terminates at its upper end 
in an enlarged button portion 21, which is 
provided with a metal ferrule 22 and moves 
axially within the chamber 14 of the knob 
11. The opposite. end of the spindle 20 
projects into the lower chamber 15 and is 
provided with a nail 23 having a large ?at 
head 24 which overhangs the peripheral wall 
of the spindle and engages the shoulder 18 
to prevent the projector 19 from falling out 
of the holder 10. 
The re?lls 25 are carried at the shoe end 

of the holder 10 and comprise a short cylin 
drical block 26 of wood having a metal fer 
rule 27 which embraces the side of the wood 
and is turned over to form a ?ange 28 for 
one end, said end being adapted to be ?ush 
with the face of the shoe 12 when the re?ll 
is in place. The metal at the corner of the 
ferrule 27 between the side and the ?anges 
28 is slightly bulged outwardly to provide 
an annular projection 29 which when in 
serted into the chamber 15 tends to spread 
the metal lining 16 and thereby frictionally 
retain the block 26 in place. It will be clear 
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from Figure 2 that the opposite end of the 
block 26 abuts the ?at headed nail 23 which 
when moved axially by pressure being ex 
erted against the button 21 the block itself 
is projected out of the chamber 15. 
Mounted on and carried by the block 26 is 

the pad or mop of steel wool 30 which con 
sists preferably of a disc shaped batch of 
the wool through the center of which a ?at 
headed nail 31 is driven, the stem portion 

7 thereof being engaged in the block 26 to hold 
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the latter and. wool ?rmly together. The 
wool is further engaged in positon by a shal 
low pocket 32 being provided in the end of 
the block within the inner periphery of the 
?ange 28. The pocket 32 also allows the 
head of the nail 23 to be driven below the 
end of the block 26 and face of the shoe 
to prevent scratching the surface being 
scoured. 
In use the holder and wool mop are gen 

erally dipped into water to aid in removing 
foreign matter from the utensil being 
scoured, and to further utilize the water to 
provide a soapy ?uid for the cleaner, we ar 
range in the flat bottom face of the shoe, 
a groove 33 into which soap 34 is placed be 
fore the pad re?ll is put in position. This 
modi?cation is illustratively exempli?ed in 
Figure 4. The pocket formed by the groove 

- may be of considerable depth if necessary to 
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retain a cleansing powder which can be 
deposited in the groove prior to the pad 
being ?xed in position, the pad allowing the 
powder or soap to sift its way through the 
strands of the wool in usable quantities. 

It will be understood, that if a 1i hter 
scouring operation is required the pad, in 
stead of being composed of steel wool, may 
be made of cloth, sponge or other bu?ing 
material embodying the block 26 to be releas 
ably engaged in the holder 10. 
Referring now to Figure 5, we contem 

plate interposing between the block 26 and 
pad 25 a container 35, preferably of some 
porous material, having the shape of a coin 
or washer. The container 35 is designed to 
accommodate a quantity of soft soap which 
is intended to work its way through the po 
rous container 35 when pressure is applied 
to the holder 10 to slightly compress the 
container. 
The wool pad designated 25“ and illus 

trated in Figure 6, is shaped so as to avoid 
the necessity of the block 26, in lieu of which 
the tool itself is bunched up at the middle 
of the pad to form a block shaped projec 
tion 26a capable of being detachably retained 
by the walls of the chamber 15 in the holder 
10. 
The invention. in its more simple form is 

constructedv as illustratively exempli?ed in 
Figure 7, in which the holder 10 is provided 
with a small bore 13“ which extends from the 
knob end 11 to the chamber 15, the latter in 
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this‘modi?cation being unlined. The pad of 
wool 25*’ is held in position by means of a 
nail 36 which is projected through the wool 
and forced upwardly into bore 13(:1 of the 
holder. The central portion of the wool pad 
2517 is driven into the chamber 15 so that the 
head of the nail 36 will not project beyond 
the plane of the working face of the shoe 12. 

Referring to Figure 8, we have illustrated 
another means for holding soap between the 
holder and the scouring medium. The hold 
er or handle 10b is simply a cylindrical mem 
ber of substantially uniform cross-section 
throughout its length, and arranged against 
one end of the handle 10b is a disc 37 prefer 
ably of chemically treated cardboard having 
soap 38 spread onto the under surface. The 
wool pad 25b is then fastened to the handle 
by a nail 39 driven through the pad, card 
board 37 and wood handlelO". 
In operation, the re?lls of wool including 

the blocks 26 are removably attached to the 
handle 10 by simply pushing the block 26 
into the chamber 15, seating the same there 
in and frietionally engaging the bulge 29 
with the wall of the chamber. In this po 
sition the handle 10 is gripped by the ?n 
gers of the user, as illustrated in Figure 1, and 
then by imparting a circular or backwards 
and forwards motion to the instrument upon 
the place being scoured the operation can 
be successfully carried out without bring 
ing the hands into contact with the steel 
wool. After the wool has been worn away 
and it is desired to re?ll the holder the but 
ton in the knob is depressed thereby pro 
jecting the block 26 out of the chamber and 
with it the worn wool pad 30. A new re?ll 
is then inserted as previously explained. 
What we claim is :— 
1. In a scouring device of the character 

described, the combination of a holder hav 
ing a cavity at one end to retain a. soluble 
cleansing medium, a re?ll wool pad remov 
ably carried by the holder over the end hav 
ing the cavity, and means in the holder to 
project the wool pad from the holder to 
give access to the cavity. 

2. In a scouring device of the’ character 
described, the combination of a holder hav 
ing a grip portion and a ?at shoe portion, 
the holder being further provided with a 
through'bore, a projector disposed in said 
bore and operable from the grip end of the 
holder, and a scouring pad comprising a pad 
of steel wool attached to a block adapted 
to be inserted into the shoe end of the bore 
and to contact with the projector whereby 
axial movement of the latter towards the 
block will project the scouring pad from the 
holder. 

3. In a scouring device of the character 
described, the combination of a holder hav 
ing a grip portion and a ?at shoe, portion, 
the said holder further having an axial bore 
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terminating in enlarged chambers in the 
rip portion and shoe portion, metal linings 
or said chambers, a projector loosely dis 
posed in said bore and comprising a spindle 
portion for the bore terminating at one end 
in a button disposed in the chamber of the 
grip portion, means at the other end of the 
spindle to engage the holder between the 
bore and chambers in the shoe portion, said 
spindle being longer than the bore to per 
mit axial projection of the projector, and a 
scouring re?ll for the holder comprising a 
pad of steel wool, a block removably ar 
ranged in the chamber of the shoe and in 
contact with the means at the end of the 
spindle, said block having a recess to re 
ceive a portion of the wool, means for at 
taching the wool to the block and disposed 
within the recess, and a metal ferrule for 
the block having an annular ?ange at its 
edge to frictionally engage the wall of the 
chamber. 

4. In a scouring device of the character 
described, the combination of a holder hav 
ing a grip portion and a ?at shoe portion, 
the shoe portion being provided with a 
groove to receive a soluble cleaning medium, 
the said holder further having an axial bore 
terminating in enlarged chambers in the 
grip portion and shoe portion, metal linings 
for said chambers, a projector loosely dis 
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posed in said bore and comprising a spindle 
portion for the bore terminating at one end 
in a button disposed in the chamber of the 
grip portion, means at the other end of the 
spindle to engage the holder between the 
bore and chambers in the shoe portion, said 
spindle being longer than the bore to per 
mit axial projection of the projector, and a 
scouring re?ll for the holder comprising a 
pad of steel wool, a block removably ar 
ranged in the chamber of the shoe and in 
contact with the means at the end of the 
spindle, said block having a recess to receive 
a portion of the wool, means for attaching 
the wool to ‘the block and disposed within 
the recess, and a metal ferrule for the block 
having an annular ?ange at its edge to fric 
tionally engage the wall of the chamber.‘ 

5. A holder for scouring pads comprising 
a handle provided at one end with an out 
wardly ?ared disc portion, the periphery of 
the disc portion being tapered, and means 
anchored to the pad and projecting central 
ly into the handle, whereby the said pad 
may be lapped or folded over the periphery 
of the disc portion to be forced into cracks 
and crevices during the scouring operation. 
In testimony whereof we a?ix our signa 

tures. 
NATHAN I. STARK 
JOSEPH SAUER. 
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