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This invention rel-atesto improvements 
in ?ling. devices, and particularly to a ?ling 
device for holding papers, letters, currency, 
etc., the object of the invention being to pro 
vide a ?ling device which is simple of con 
struction and reliable and e?cient in use, 
which is instantly adjustable to hold a large 
or small number of sheets, which will secure 
ly hold in place a single sheet as Well as a 
large number or shee's, and which allows 
the sheets to be instantly released without 
trouble or inconvenience. 
The invention consists of the features of 

construction, combination. and arrangement 
of parts, hereinafter fully described and 
claimed, reference being had to the accom 
panying drawings, in which :— 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of one form 
of filing device embodying my invention. 
Figure 2. is a fragmentary side elevation 

of the same. I 
Figure 3-is a perspective view of one of the 

followers or clamping members. 
' Figure 4' is a side elevation of a form of 
?ling device for clamping papers‘ against a 
baseboard." _ I _ 

Figuref'5 is a. perspective view of thedej 
vice shown in Figure 4. ‘ ‘ ' ' v 

i I Figure ‘6 i‘s?a view of a modi?ed form af 
follower.‘ ! , > ' 

- Figure 7 is a section on line 7'—'? of'Fig-_ 

ure 6'. ' 1' _ ' .Figure 8 .is a view of another modi?ed 

form of follower; . 
Figure 9 is a'sec'tion on line 9+9 of Fig 

ure 8. .. ‘ _ I ’ 

In the practical embodiment of my inven 
' tion as shown‘ in ‘Figures 1 to 3, inclusive, 
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I providev a frame structure comprising a 
base or backing 1 carrying guide rods 2 on 
which a pair oflfollowers or clamping mem 
bers 3 are'sli'dably and tiltably mounted. In 
this form of' the-invention the sheets to be 

‘ ?led are disposed vertically and are clamped 
45 
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between, the followers 3. vThe frame 'struc; 
ture here shown, which includes the base or 
backing 1,)is‘made of sheet metal and em~ 
bodi'es'end wallsil- rising from the end edges 
of the base or backing 1 and between which 
the rods 2 extend‘ and to which theyv are 
suitably‘ ?xed at their ends. The base or 
backing 1' may consist, as shown, of a rectan 
gular or oblong rectangular plate, from the 
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end edges of which the walls 4 project up} 
wardly so as to dispose the rods-2 above and‘ 55 
at a prescribed level with respect to “the: 
base. Disposed on the outer side of and 
parallel with the walls ‘is are walls 5 con-' 
nected‘ at their upper edges with the walls 
Ll by horizontal crosswall's 6, thus providing 
a channeled end wall construction. ' Fitted 
in and gripped by these channeled'walls are 
supporting strips 7 ‘of felt, rubber or other 
suitable soft material which project at their 7 
lower edges below the plane of the base or 
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backing 1. , These strips provide supporting _ ‘ 
surfaces designed to rest upon and support 
the ?ling device upon a desk vor other sur 
face, such strips serving to' prevent the ?ling 
device from slipping and also from scratch 
ing or otherwise'marring such surface. The 
construction is such that in the event of‘the 
strips 7 becoming worn or’ damaged, the 
worn strips maybe removed and‘ others sub 
stituted in their place. The construction 
provides a metal frame in which the‘ base or 
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backing 1 and channeled end‘ walls‘ may be," 
of unitary construction-or formed‘, ofa ‘single 
piece of sheet metal, the'r'od's 2, ‘in addition‘v 
to serving as guides, also connecting and r'eé 
inforeing the‘ walls 111. sothata staunch and 
durable construction is produced. IAn'open‘ 
frame of this type may be‘ employedv for _ 
?ling purposes in conjunction with'the fol; 
lowers-3, or this frame may form the bottom 
of a suitable enclosing case, if desired. 
Each follower 3' ispreferably made‘ of 

spring sheet metal bent ‘into the shape dis 
closed, and comprises a lower‘ guide portion 
8, which is normallyvertically disposed and 
is straight in‘ a vertical direction, a straight, 
vertical elampingportion 9, aportion 10 
connecting the portions 8and- 9,a-ndanvup~ 
per free end’ portion 11 forming a ?nger 
grip or manipulating portion; ‘The portion 
8 is provided with openings 12 for the re~ 
ception and passage of tfhe'rods 2", said open‘ 
ings slightly exceeding the» rods inv diameter 
so that the ‘follower ‘may ‘slide freely" and 
tilt forwardly or rearwardly to speci?ed de»' 
grees on the rods. ‘ 
is disposed ina vertical plane parallel with 
but offset inwardly from the plane oflth'e 
guide portion 8, and is connected at its ‘lower 
edge with the guideportion by the obliquely 
arranged connecting portion‘ 150, which‘ forms 
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The clamping portion 9 ' 

105 



. 2 

10 

a resilient connecting member. . The end 
portion 11 inclines outwardly and upwardly 
from the upper end of the portion 9 at a de~ 
sired oblique angle. When the followers 
are arranged in clamping position, they are 
disposed reversely, so that their clan'iping 
portions 9 are closer to each other than their 
guide portions 8 and so that the connecting 
portions 10 thereof diverge in a downward 
direction, while their finger piece or ina 
nipulating portions 11 diverge in an upward 
direction. By reason of this construction, 

_ the clamping portions 9 may spread to wide 
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degrees to permitof the insertion of a large 
number of sheets between them when the 
guideportions are arranged any speci?ed 
distance apart, the spreading motion of the 
clamping portions 9, permitted by the yield 
ing of the connecting portions 10, causing 
the latter to be placed under more or less 
spring tension, whereby the portions 9 are' 
caused in turn to bear with considerable 

I yielding spring pressure force on the sheets 
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to hold themzsecurely clamped. The diverg 
ing relationship of the ?nger piece 11 not 
only allows the upper edges of the sheets to 
be relatively free so that .the portions of the 
sheets, above the clamping line, may be in 
spected under many conditions without a 
full releasing motion of the follower, but 
also provide for the ready and convenient 
manipulation of these members of the fol 
lowersfor follower adjusting actions. The 
guide portion of each follower is provided at 
its lower edge with a series of three inwardly 
projecting ?anges l3 and 13’, forming a pair 
of end spring tongues and a central spring 
tongue. .The end spring tongues 18 extend 
inwardly‘ and upwardly at an oblique angle 
and are arranged to bear at their free edges 
against the, undersides of the rods 2 to in; 
stitute a spring, binding pressure thereon 
during a clan’iping action of the follower, 
while, the tongue 13’ projects inwardly and 
downwardly at an angle and forms a stop 
for engagement with the base or backing 1 to 
limit the inward and downward tilting 

_ movementof the follower when not under 
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are placed between the twol'followers 3 

55 

» will be clamped. When the followers are, 
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V poses 

tension and not in use for clamping pur~ 
. Y b 

y In the use of the device, it will be under 
stood that thersheets or papers to be ?led 

so 

thatjthe outer faces of. the outer sheets 
either adjacent to or below their top edges 
will be engaged by ‘the clamping portions 9, 
between whichthe body or stack of sheets 

arranged in close relationship and one or 
more sheets‘ are disposed between them, the 
portions. 9 will be disposed either in a verti 
cal position or at slight outward relative 
angles to the vertical and each follower will 
be so arranged that its tongues 13 will en 
gagethe rods 2 and hold the followers from 
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casual outward sliding movement. As the‘ 
number of sheets is increased, and the por- > 
tions 9 of the two followers are accordingly 
spread to greater degrees apart, the guide 
portions 8 will be tilted outwardly and the 
tongues 13 caused to bear with greater spring 
pressure on the rods 2, while‘ the connecting 
portions 10 will also be moved outwardly 
and placed under tension or stress, whereby 
the sheets will be ?rmly clamped while at the 
same time the guide portions of the fol‘ 
lowers will be placed under torsion stress so 
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that they will be frictionally bound against » 
the rods with great force, rendering it im 
possible for the followers to be accidentally 
disengaged and release the sheets.‘ To dis 
engage the followers for ‘adjustment, in or-' 
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der to effect a'rele‘ase of the sheets, it is nec- . 
essary only to press inwardly on the finger 
portions 11, whereupon these portions will 
rock on the portions of the sheets against 
which they bear as an axis, thus transmitting 
a tilting motion to the guide portions 8, 
whereby, such portions will be relieved from 
stress and adjusted to permit them to freely 
slide upon the rods 2, so that the followers 
may be spread apart and an instantaneous 
release of the sheets obtained. ' ' 
In the form of the invention shown in 

Figures 4 and 5, a type of ?ling device is 
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shown employing a single follower‘, or, 
clamping member which is vertically mov 
able and designed to clamp the sheets hori 
zontally against the base or backing. The 
base or backing 1“ here shown may be made 
of either wood or metal, and the guide rods 
2‘1 here shown extend upwardly perpendicu 
larly to the base and are formed by'the sides 
of. an arched rod of wire. The single fol 
lower here shown is of the construction‘ pre 
viously described and its guide portion ‘is 
mounted to slidevertically on the guides 
2a while its clamping portion is arranged 
to faceythe baseor ‘backing 1%. It will be 
obvious that in this construction the fol 
lower is vertically adjustable and tiltable on 
the guide rodsQa for clamping and releasing 
purposes. In order to hold this follower 
at any desired point of adjustment or ele 
vation when free from engagement with 
end sheets and in order to increase its clamp 
ing efficiency, a spring pressure plate 14 
is provided for coaction with its tongue 18’. 
This plate is secured at itslower edge to ' 
the base 1a and extends ‘upwardly parallel 
with the guides '2 so as to be engaged by 
the free edge of thetongue 13’ in the up 
ward and downward sliding movements of 
the follower 3, and in all the positions of 
said follower. Thus it will be seen that 
while the follower may be tilted to reduce 
its frictional grip on the guide. rods, so as 
to adapt it to be easily and conveniently ad~ 
justed upwardly and downwardly, the 
Weight- of the follower, when'not under 
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stress, will cause the “tongue "13’ to be‘T-held 
in engagement vwith-the plate 14, which will 
exert a spring pressure thereon, the result 
ingpressure of the plate causing the tongues 
‘13"to ‘bind ‘on the guides whereby 'the fol 
lower will beheld at any point ‘of'e‘levation 
along the length of the guidesQa. 
In Figures '6 to-9, inclusive '1 have ‘shown 

two modi?ed forms of followers which may 
.. v‘be employed ‘in connection with the con 

struction of base, guides and spring plates 
shown in Figures Al and 5. In Figures 6 
and 7 the construction in general ‘of ‘the 
follower is the same as that previously-de 
scrib.ed,‘except ‘that the'tongues 13 are dis 
pensed with and ‘the follower is ‘provided 
with {Ll-shaped‘ ‘reinforcing and guiding 
pieces 15 ‘which embrace the ‘guide portion 
"8 in 'the "region of its ends, such guide pieces 
and the guide portion being formed with 
openings 12a for the passage “of the guide 
rods 2?‘. These guide pieces 15 giveiri 
creased strength to the guide portion ‘8 and 
at the same ‘time thicken those of ‘its por 

' tions which engage ‘the rods 2*‘, allowing 
openings 1221 ofQa required length to effect 
a direct friction-ail bind of the guide por 

‘ tion on the rods when the follower is tilted 
in one direction, and a release of the fric 
tion bind when the follower is tilted in the 
reverse direction, this construction there 
fore allowing the tongues 13 to be dispensed 
with. The tongue 18’ is, however, prefer 
ably employed with this construction for 
coaction with the plate 14 to give a straight 
horizontal line binding pressure when the 
follower is free from clamping stress in 
order to maintain the follower at a desired 
elevation on the guides 2tL and to prevent it 
from dropping down by gravity. In the 

' , construction shown in Figures 8 and 9 the 
part 8 of the follower is devoid of both, 
tongues 13 and the tongue 13' and a con 
tinuous U-shaped reinforcing and guide 
strip is applied thereto, which is provided 
with the openings 12a and the intermediate 
portion of which is slitted and bent outward 
to form a tongue 13” corresponding to and 
serving the purpose of tongue 13’. 
From the foregoing description, taken in 

connection with the drawings, the construc 
tion and mode of use of my improved ?ling 

- device will be readily understood and it 

:n 3.1 l 
will be seen that the invention provides a 
simple and inexpensive type of construc 
tion of ?le device which provides for the 

, quick and reliable clamping of the sheets 
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of paper or other material and the ready 
and practically instantaneous release there 
of when desired, and that an adjustment of 
the follower or followers for either clamp 
ing or release purposes may be secured 
without material labor and entirely with 
out trouble or inconvenience to the user of 
the device. The structure, while simple, 

also‘ provides :a "?'-le~=~device "which is exceed 
ingly strong and durable and not liable’ ;to 
*be easily injured "or to lgetaouit‘fof order; '_ 
:‘Hawingthus fully described my invention, 

iI'claim I - - , 

1. A *fi'ling device comprising :a frame 
structure having guides, and ;a follower hav 
ing-'openingsitot receive said guides for slid 
ably rand ‘tiltably connecting it- with vthe 
guides, ~ and provided ‘ with resilient projec 
:ti'ons {inclined intone direction and engage‘ 
‘a'b'le with "the guides vfor allowing and limit 
ingits tilting motion inone direction, and 
a resilient projection inclined in .the.~oppo~ 
site directien"foriengagementiwith a part-of - 
the {frame lforvlimitingits tilting motion in 
the opposite direction. > 
“2.,A ii'iliing device comprising .a- frame 

structure'ha-vrng guides, (and follower ihav 
ingropenings'toreceive-said guidesfor vslid- ‘ ~ 
ably and tiltably ' connecting it with :the 
guides ‘and-(provided ‘with a resilient :p'roj ec 
tion engageable “with a ‘portion of the-frame 
structure for permitting ifree sliding motion 
of the ffollower‘while limiting itsiti-liting-mo 
tion in one direction; _ I 

' ‘3. .‘iA f?ling devicemompri-sing . a frame 
structure having guides, and a follower hav 
ing openings to receive said guides for slid 
ably and tiltably connecting it with the 
guides and provided with a resilient projec~ 
tion inclined to its plane and, to a plane at 
right angles thereto for engagement with a 
part of the frame structure for limiting its 
tilting motion in one direction. ' > 

4. A ?ling device comprising a frame 
structure including guides, andv a follower 
having a base portion provided with open 
ings to receive said guides for slidably and 
tiltably connecting it with the guides, said 
base portion being provided with resilient 
projections to engage the guides for permit 
ting and limiting the tilting motion of the 
follower in one direction and provided with 
a resilient project-ion to engage a portion of Y 
the frame independent of the guides for 
limiting the tilting motion of the follower 
in the opposite direction. . 

5. A ?ling device comprising a frame 
structure including guides, and a follower 
slida'bly and tiltably engaging the guides 
and provided with resilient means for limit 
ing, its tilting motions, said follower hav 
ing spaced base and clamping portions lying 
in different parallel vertical planes, an in— 
clined connecting portion between its base 
and clamping portions, and a manipulating’ 
portion at its free end inclined in a direc 
tion reverse to the direction of inclination of . 
said connecting portion. . 

6. In a ?ling device, a follower having a 
base portion apertured for slidable and tilt 
able engagement with guides of a frame, 
said base portion having resilient members 
inclined to its plane in one direction for en 
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gagement with the guide to permit and limit 
its tilting motion in one direction and hav 
ing a resilient portion inclined‘reversely to 
the ?rst-named resilient portions for engage 
ment with a part of the frame to limit its 
tilting motion in the reverse direction. 

7. In a. ?ling device, a follower formed 
of ‘resilient metal and adapted to be slid 
ably and tiltably mounted on a guide, said 
follower having base and clamping portions 
lying in different-parallel vertical planes, an 
inclined connecting portion between‘ the two, 
and a manipulating portion at its end oppo 
site-‘the base portion inclined at a reverse 
angleto the connecting portion. ~ I 

8. In a ?ling device, a frame structure in 
cluding guides, and followers of resilient 
metal slidably and. tiltably engaging the 
guides, and provided with means for resili 
ently limiting their tilting motion in at 
least one direction, each follower compris 
mg base and clamping portions lying‘ in 
different parallel planes, an inclined con 
necting' portion between said ‘base and 

- clamping ‘portions, and ‘a free-end portion 
inclined in a reverse direction to the con 
nectlngportlon, said followers being ar 

ranged in ‘reverse order on the guides ‘so 
that their clamping portions lie closest to 
each other and their free end portions rela 
tively diverge.‘ . ' 
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9. A ?ling device comprising a base plate, I 
channeled walls at the end of said base plate 
extending above the plane of the base plate 
and open at their base portions, guides ex 
tending above and parallel with the base 
plate between said end walls, followers 
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mounted ‘on said guides, and strips of soft ‘ 
material fitted in the channels of the chan 
neled end walls and projecting belowthe 
level of the base plate to serve as supports. 

10. In a filing device, a follower having ‘a 
base portion apertured for slidable andtilt 
able engagement ‘with guides, av clamping 
portion, an inclined connecting portionvcbe 
tween the base and clamping portion, and a 
resilient projection on the base portion ex 
tending at an angle thereto for engagement 
with a portion of a frame on' which the 
‘follower, is mounted to limit the tilting mo, 
tion of the follower in onedirection. 

' » In testimony whereof I a?ixl my signature. 

HENRY FREY. . 
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